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DIG Bx, ſoon after his return to Cambridge, 


N went over to Mrs. Hillaſton's to pay his com- 


pliments, and her ſon accompanied him. It was 
With infinite pleaſure the good lady ſaw him ſo 


much altered for the better. His reaſon and 
ſenſe ſeem'd to have reviſited him again; that ob- 


ſtinate melancholy had left him, and all the family 
'rejoiced at this happy alteration. Rigby was moſt 
particularly endeared to them, as it was imagined 
cis was effected by his company and converſation ; 


the two ladies therefore welcom'd him with great 


cordiality: and in the courſe of the day, Miſs Hil- 


aſton informed him the bw * her young friend- 
about the latter end of the 


— 
—„ 
\ 


| next week. Mrs. Hil- 
W laſton preſs'd him to come and fpend a month with 
„„ B them, 


r 


bg 


Vo 
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them, for they had ſettled a pleaſing party for that 
time, as Mifs Leeſon had engaged to ſtay a couple 
of months with them when ſhe viſited them next. 
They promiſed themſelves much happineſs, and every 
thing wore the moſt agreeable face. The loveſick 
Rigby long'd for the day that would bring Maria to 
his eyes.——But though, he was anxious about her 


reception of him, yet he was not without hopes: 


and the pleaſure he felt from the great alteration of i 


his friend, helped to keep up his ſpirits ; he was 


not ſo auſtere in his manner now as formerly; he 


ſeem'd more fond of ſociety ; he was more commu- | 
nicative than heretofore, and ſeldom or never men- 
tioned the cauſe of his wag. Theſe ſymptoms pot- 


ended a perfect cure: and as Hillaſton ſeldom lef 


* 


ur more accurately, and had the greateſt. reaſon 


to believe the cure of his friend would ſoon be ef- 


— 
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Mrs. Hillaſton's, he went over, and Hillaſton along 


* 


with him: he was much cfiagrined when he found 
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him, he had an opportunity of obſerving his behavi- 


At the time he imagined that his Maria was at 


The was not yet come. However, he did not remain 
unealy.long, for in about two hours after he arrived 


there The came, and, in his opinion, looked more 
Jovely than ever. With trembling lips he ſaluted | 
her, and his voice was ſcarce audible when he wel- 
comed her into that country again. His heart pal- 


pitated high with joy, when he beheld her arrayed 
In all her Charms: * 0, 
pleaſure, when be ſaw. her introduce a Captain 


Coates, who had been the companion of ber, jour- 4 


þ 1 . ” a |; REIT TSS K: 
ney, to Mrs. Hillaſton's, and the family. The 


Fug 


> 
„ 
4 


— 


Captain apologiſed for his viſit by if the cauſe 


of it, which was to conduct Miss Leeſon to ber 


1 1 
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tan ; n 20 ivy 
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ut it ſunk too, and with: it his 
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friends. Mrs. Hillaſlon made him welcome, . and 
. Aſſured him ſhe was always very glad to ſee any. of 


r O M K1'G'n'. 4 


Miſs Lee ſon's acquaintance. After theſe introduc- 
tory, yet neceſſary compliments were over, the 
company ſucſided into order, and every body ſeem- 
ed ' pleaſed”: but it was only ſeeming with poor 
Rigby, ho, at that moment, experienced the bit- 
tereſt pangs of jealouſy. Cap ain Coates was 
young, 8 polite, and tolerably handſome.” He 
poſſeſſed that gaieſe de cœur, and bappy aſſurance 
which diſtin Giiſhes the gentlemen” of the army i 
partfeulay, Who not only sarn laurels from dur foes; ©. 
but alſo gather them; without much trouble, from 
our ladies. The leſs confident' Rigby, ſaw with en 
vy his fallies” of pleaſantry, and defire tojamiſe, at- 
_ tended Wich all the ſucceſs he could with ;ahd'eve 
mile with Which the ſprighitly) Maria applaude WT 
any of theſe, was a dagger to his hers pair'd alrea- 
dy to an exceſs of torment.” He diſguiſed: 7 
ings as much AS pollute, but cee get be what he 
wied. be gay 7s =: 57 Tt 
The Cap'aih, (who was ory thing chat Wis >. 
greeable, en Ro the attention of the 1 8585 * 
| much, chat Raab could ſcarcely ſqueext in . 
ET if this 1 ſpleaſing, it was des 
4 good redete *His- lence and — 
that means rendered leſs noticed than they would 
have otherwiſe been. Rigby Was not diſpleaſed 
WH when he fa the Captain depart in the evening 
5 whoſe genius had! towered ſo fur absde bis, He 
had (intreated "permiſſion © to pay y his cbm li ments 
eth Hilla ſton family ; Which had been p rifſtred; 
with much politeneſs, belore he went Wes Rig a 
W th ought that did not” propheſy any * 4 to him 
His dimdence and modeſty, the ſincerity of his paſ- 
ſion, and the honeſt fear ever attendant on it, pre- 
l vented his ſhining fo much as the Captain did, whoſe 
behaviour he had compared with his own, And al- 
| 2 7 ro e EA r he went 


> + & is i I * Away, 


* 7 i 
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away; bis good humour returned by degrees; and, 
With great ſatisfaction, he did not perceive; any al- 
eration; in his miſtreſs's behaviour to-him. It was 
his buſineſs now. to endegvour to make himſelf as 
agreedble as he could to Meria g and to this intent 

de ſummoned up all his powers, and ſucceeded The 
lies «renewed their Walls with im,, and found 
him the: entertaining companion they could wiſh. 
In the afternoon be aſted Miſs Leeſon if ſhe could 
Plan a, particular in, e he mentioned. She 
replied, ſhe cguld! He begged, permiſſion to ae- 

_ company her. She never heard him fing, but would 
willingix play it. His voice was powerful ; it ag 
manly, hut weet ; and his judgment modulated it 
ah dermony. Maria was very agreeably ſurprined 
dt bis petfermance. She made him, ſing" again: 
He obeyed ſo pleaſing an injunction with great rea- 
Jineſs. He eee for the repetition i 

.- . than before. While he ſung, his eyes were directed 
Ice the object of his heart's-tendereſt withes : I beg 
ſpoke a Janguage very intelligible ; and the expreſ- 

Fons of his voice rendered them more eafily under- 
food. Matias was neither ſo blind, or ſo ſtupid, as 

to paſs over chis evidence of his continuing love ; She 
pboticed it, and her heart rejoiced at this mark of 
ite power of ber chaxms. She wiſhed to enſure the 
wd ongweſt > for Rigby, was by no means diſagreeable 
1418 bert She. indulged him, Aae and ſinging 
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many ſavourite ſongs herſelf. Albwas joy and rap» 
ture in the poor ae g who, could not, howey- 
er, in the midſt of his tranſports, forget the dreaded 
Captain, whom e e qr 3 
Dod opinion. Many were the doubts urmiſes 
eee : but. ſtill he poſſeſſed the ſame free- f 
dom as ever with Miſs Leeſon ; and that was all he 
- cquld at preſent hape for. / One thing he was re- 
ſolved on ; When the Captain returned, as it was to 
de ſuppoſed he would in a few days, that he would 
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not ſurrender his poſt ſo quietly as he had. done be- 
hoop or give his rival any oppottuniry of entertain 
ing his miſtreſs but in his preſence. | it 
he next day the Captain's arrival ob! * lien 
to put the reſolutions be had formed in — 
Rigby, who had conceived ſome hopes from the 
gracious treatment he had met with from Maria, was 
no longer the timid, baſhful, diſtant man he had 
been when they were together before. Te attached 


Capiain bichſeif Was. He was full 'bf u; and, 

| in the courſe of the ' converſation; turued the lau * 
with reat ſucceſs againſt the Captain,” Rigby, who-. 

found, upon the trial) that he was ndt inferior to 

his rival in the arts of pleaſing, forbore to triumph 

over him, when he had ſhewn him that he was no 


bim much for it, nor did he like his particularity to 
Miſs Leeſon: but he could not prevent it. He de- 
termined not to afford him matter of triumph; and 
WT became” more reſerved and ſilont. R by. vijeyed' 
his humiliation, and was more” ſpright ghaly” in GE! 
quence of it. 


Maria, who aw the conteſt 9 ner FP Res - 


WT fat it might be carried: and to-ſhew” one a 3 
preference than the other would only, be 

Wup the flame. She had à prepoſeſſiom in. at's 

W Rigby, and approved his ; paſſion in ſecret: but Au 


| ture to diſcloſe her opinion of him. If any alterch- 


aud that ſhe wiſhed to avoid, at leaſt for ſome time: 
ſhe therefore carried herſelf ſo evenly, that neither 
could boaſt of her beiug more inclined to him thaa 


B 3 ; 


' ' 


| deſpicable enemy. The-Captain'had-ſenſe enough _- 
to perceive; his moderation; but he did not wi, (nf 


the had known him a little longer, would not ven 


tien ſhould happen between theſe: 8 mme 
0 forelaw that ati explanation muſt neceſſurily enſu ; 


Las not well pleaſed at it, as ſſie did not R Bow. | f I 
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the other 3; not.that ſhe Was a; coquet, either in diſ- 
poſnion or behaviour; but ſhe feared that they 
J might miſconſtrue her conduct in their own. \ favour, 
and, by that means, preſuming upon her partiality, 
proceed to, extremities, | Theſe conſiderations did 
not contribute to her peace. 3 
The Captain, after ſpending a diſagreeable day, 
though wich his miftreſs, retired, and leſt his enemy 
in poſſeſſion of the field, much againſt his inclina- 
ie an nnn ht hee a e 
Ibe reſerpe that Maria had aſſumed wore off 
gradually, and Rigby conſtrued her returninogaiety 
to his advantage, and drew; the moſt favourable 
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conſequences, in his own. imagination, from it. How- | 
ever he would not venture to addreſs her, particu- in 
larly, again, till he ſhould really know the ſtate of or 


ber beatt ; and, in the mean time, eontented him- 
ſelf wich rendering her any little ſetvice, which 


ä — — G—_ — 


Mp chance ot deſign might afford him an opportunity 
okt doing. This attentive behaviour did not paſs un- WM as 
'4 3 f noticed by the family ; and Miſs Hillaſton joked. I. ly 
MW her friend, in private, on the conqueſt ſhe had hi 
made ; Maria's prudence prevented her even letting tu 
| her friend into the ſecrets of her heart, leſt her te- f pe 
rd for Rigby might induce her to reveal it to her of 
1 — . and by that means it ſhould come to his * 
ces, who ought not to hear it at preſent, or, ta 
FF whom, if her delicacy might be gratified, ſhould Wl © 
1 only hear it. The pleaſure ſſie expreſſed in Rigby's 
ES] company made him happy; and ſhe alſo received 
no ſmall degree of fatsfafiiom | 1 1 neg 14 40 
FHillaſton had ſpent two nights with them, and 
. , was, besides, to and fro three or four times in the 50 
ten days that they had been there, and came early on 
that en N which Captain Coates paid his 
2 third viſit: + It was not very agreeable to him as we 
due obſerved before, to leave Rigby with Matia : 
CFC 232, OR  -- 
_ TR 4 | 
3 I 1 / N 
_ | 4 * 7 1 


2 


4 


put how 1 he * himſelf ? a * 955 to 
J tay at Mrs. Hilla ſton's, he could not, ag. any de- 
N * of politeneſs, accept the invitation upon his 


ight acquaintance. To remove all his difficulties” 


and uneaſineſſes, he muſt make Rigby reſign his pre-, 
tenſions, 


but how to do that he knew ee 
chance ſhould throw the occaſion in his e. 
6. 


this diſpoſition he alighted at Mrs. Hillaſton's; 
W viewed him in as diſagreeable a light; and, in bg” 


ſaw the only obſtruction to his happineſs. With* 


T this mutual - animoſity it was no very difficult mat- . 
ter to find an opportunity of expreſſing it. The, ar 
was fine, and a walk in the garden was propoſed 3 
f they ſtrolled about.— In the courſe of an entertain- 
ing converſation, the Captain let fall ſome expreſſi- 
Jon which the ſprightly Maria could not avoid langu- 
Jing at, Rigby heightened the ridicule by a. . 
caſtic explanation. The Captain, tho' he could en- 
dure the Lady's raillery, would, by ng means, ſtand” 
W as the butt of 
6 ly 
hind-haud in returning it. Maria interpoſed by 
W turning the converſation ; and no further notice ap- 


Rigby's wit: he replied very tart- 
and contemptuouſſly, and his rival was not be- 


peared to be taken of it, As they were going out 


of the garden, towards the houſe; the ladies went 
is firſt ; and, as ſoon as (hon wore. in doors, the Cap- 
£ tain tap'd Rigby on the ſh 


* A word with” 


ulder— 
* you, if you pleaſe, - Sir? 

$8 * all means twenty Sir.“ 

« You have made uſe of too many already, air 7 15 


more than you'll chuſe to account for- 1 


% You are miſtaken, Sir ; — I'll render t 


+ TY 2 account you can demand, when and where 2 ; 4 


leaſe.” | £445 24. | 2 
is well—1 mall be at the town of Hau * * 
ot 15 five miles from hence, at fix o'clock in the / 4 a, 2 
— eee of che day but one from this.” - ir e 2 
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I'll not fail to meet you. —Your weapons and 
„terms?“ | 
«« Piſtols,-and with a friend.” 
I ſhall be ſure to attend you, and the conque- 
« ror takes Miſs Leeſon.” 
« Apreed.” Ig | 
They haſtened in as faſt as they could, left the 
ladies ſhould obferve their abſence ? and the two 
entlemen diſguiſed the matter ſo well, and behaved 
50 agreeably, that Maria diſmiſſed every apprehen- 
ſion that ſhe had conceived. | 
When the Captain went home, Rigby acquainted © | 
Hillaſton with what had paſſed, at * ſame tine 
entreating him to he his friend on this oecaſion, 
which he promiſed. Indeed,” ſaid he, Tex- | 
- «© peed this from your behaviour—but you may | 
«© depend upon me. You ſhall alſo have my 
“ piſtols.” | ER 
err. not the leaſt indication of what had 
happened ; on the contrary, he made a party to go 
to view a proſpect, particularly beautiful, on that 
day, if the weather ſhould be ſine. The women, who 
had no ſuſpicion of what was going forward, con- 
ſented. 8 | 3 
In the morning Rigby and his friend repaired to 
the appdinted place, where oy the Captain 
and a brother officer. Hillaſton addreſſed the 
parties, and declared his forrow at their meeting 
on ſuch an occaſion and begged them to conſider 
whether the matter was not to be conciliated, 
e Tt is impoſſible,” replied Rigby briſkly ; <* Cap- 
„ tain Cpates is an admirer of the charming Miß 
4% Leeſon's. I adore ber; I cannot, I will not re- 
« ſign the poſſeſſion of her, while 1 have life, to any 
„% man. if the Captain quits his prekenſions to her, 
am willing to drop this quarrel ; if not, our 
terms are, that the victor ſhall take her,” | 
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« Be-it ſo then,” anſwered Coates, and only 
© on that condition. To give her up tamely would 


„argue a baſeneſs that my blood's a ſtranget to,” 


« And I,” replied Rigby, will not ſuffer a 


bother man to interrupt my happineſs.” | + 


The ſeconds found that nothing could be done. 


| They charged the piſtols, marked out the round, 


and retired. 


The gallantry and 2 courage of the combatants 


2 were truly admirable, had they been concerned in 2 
any other cauſe, or ſhewn it in any other manner, 
han for their mutual deſtruction. Though they turned 


; 


to fire, ſo determined and ſo cool were they, that 

both were wounded. The ball grazed Rigby's ſhoul- 
der, and cut part of his neck; and the Captain's 
arm was broke. As ſoon as he received tha wound 
the piſtol fell from his hand, and he ſtaggered. with 
the ſhack. As the diſtance was eight yards, Rigby 
was firſt with him, and ſupported. bim in his arms 


I When the ſeconds came up, Sir,“ ſaid the Cap- 


tain, „you have conquered : I reſign Miſs Leeſon 
* to you, well pleaſed ſhe is fallen into the hands of 
„ fo brave a man.? 


„ Sir,” replied Rigby, I am truly ſorry that this 


is the conſequence of our paſſion: but give me 


*© leave to help you to the town, to get ſome aſſiſt- 


3 


« ance.” “ © 62" IM „ | 

They were not far diſtant, and they ſoon got a 
ſurgeon, who gave the Captain great hopes: that 
there 'would be no bad' conſequences attending it. 


After he was dreſſed, Rigby begged a caſt of his 


office; for, he ſaid he found himſelf grow taing 


ih 1ofs of blood and, ſtripping his coat and 
Waiſtcoat, his ſhirt was all over blood. for, though 3 


his wound was but flight, yetſ it bled very plentl- 


fully. However, it was ſoon dreſſed, and he felt 
very little pain from it. Xt | : 


During theſe operations, Captain Coates obſ⸗ rred : 
ring upon Rigby's finger, which firuck him. He 
- HE * begged 
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_ the reaſon'why two men, who had met with a de- 1 


4 Wa 
1 2 
1 La 
1 
0 * A 1 
- EY : £7 
- P T . 2 


be dead to Wok at it“ Pray y, Sir,” ſaid he, „ if | 


„ Imay with propriety be reſolved, how did you 
** come by this?“ [ | 


A lady gave it to me, Sir.“ 1 . 
xe [ believe Iam more intereſted i in the queſtion i 
than you imagine. Where ous Wo! _— live?” 


% In Berk ſhire, Sir.“ | 4 
Her name is now Wilcox.” 3 
% Tt is. 922 2 f 4$ 

„ Then, Sir, ſhe i is my ſi ſter 3 and! Us lifted 3 


"m7 "op my hand againſt the man in the world I ſhould | 
moſt reſpect and honour.” 


Ri by ſtood amazed. 
In this ring, Sir,“ continued the Captain re⸗ 
turning it to him, her hair is mixed with mine; 
% and ſhe told me, when I ſaw herilaſt, to whom 
« ſhe gave it, and for what ſervice. My paſſion 
% put your name, and even the recollection of it, 
* out of 'my head: let me, with my remaining 
arm, preſs you to my heart, that beats with gra- 
* mo and thanks to you.” A 


Righy returned the embrace with gr reat cordiality: 
and the ſurgeon, who, not being able to conceive i 


termined reſolution to blow one «another's brains out, 
Mould, on a-fudden, become fo fond, ſtood dumb 1 
wüh ſurprize. 'Y 

„ Thad lamented already, Sir,” ſaid Righ by, 4 the 
4 raſnneſs and fury that urged me to this. But when! 
.** conſider you as the brother of my very good friend 
Mrs. Wilcox, am tru 2 grie ved and aſhamed. i 
:« 1 entreat your forgiveneſs, Sir, for this injury.“ 
+ <<. It was my fault,” ſaid Comes and let it be 
, forgotten. Henceforward, let our hearts de uni- 1 
5 ted. 59 4 "4 

Rigby acce ted his proffered friendihip with Joy; 
ond, aving ang * ae they 25 


— 


4 e - — 1 
1 


% poor fellow!“ 
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It was great matter of ſurpriſe to Rigby that, 
from the time the Captain was brought to the inn 
where he was dreſſed, he had ſeen nothing of Hil- 
laſton —he could not conjecture what was become 
of him: but as he had been tolerably well accuſ- 
tomed to his flighty ways, thought nothing extra- 
ordinary in his departure. He therefore bent his 
courſe towards Mrs. Hillaſton's again. It will be 
neceſſary, in the mean time, to explain the cauſe 
of Hillaſton's unfriendly proceeding, as it appeared 
to be. It juſt at that inſtant came into his head, 
that this was the moſt favourable time for reſolving 
all his friend's doubts concerning Maria's diſpoſition 
towards him—the ſcheme ftruck him, and he fet out 
homewards to put-it in execution. When he arrived 
there he found the family waiting breakfaſt for 
them; and the two girls, in particular, very anxi- 
ous to know the cauſe of their ſudden elopement in 
the morning. - When he went into the parlour his 
ſiſter firſt interrogated him. n 

„ Lord, brother, where have you been?“ 

Don't aſk me,” ſaid he, with a face ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive of horror. 1 t f 

* What's become of Mr. Rigby?“ 

r 0 
Good heaven,” faid Maria, how came you 
e by that blood on your coat and ſhirt?ꝰ which he 
got in _—_ the Captain. ot dt 

% Aye,” ſaid he, making a ſmall pauſe; and look» * 

« ing at it very attentively—** It is his blood, indeed, 


* * Good God! his blood!” and ſhe fell back - 
helpleſs in the chair. FESF n 
Hillaſton, his ſiſter, and mother, ran to her aſſiſt- 
ance, and ſhe was with difficulty recovered again. 
When ſhe came to herſelf, and looked at Hillaſton, a 


' thdwer of tears fell from her ſurcharged eyes. 


as'* 2 
Foy” 


is THE HISTORY OF 


For God's ſake, child,“ fad his mother, 4. let 
us know what i is the matter. . 


lt might have been prevented, Madam,” ſaid 1 


„ he, if Miſs Leeſon had made a determination 
« between the gentlemen.” 

„Oh, that I had!” faig ſhe, © and faved a life 
« that is fo dear to me—or that doing it now wou'd 
« anſwer.” / 

Ladies are fond 5 retaining their admirers a- 
** bout them; their delicacy or coquetry prevents 
them from acting according to the diQates of their 

% hearts, and the moſt diſmal conſequences attend 
* this unjuſt proceeding.” 

_ * Tf I could recall what's paſt, neither ſhould hin- 
* der me from avowing my regard for him—But that 
66 js all over, and I am wretched,” 

No, Maria, he is not dead yet, — but he is woun- 
« Jed.” 

And where is he 

% Coming home, I ſuppoſe, by this time. * 

When ſhe heard that, her ſhame and confuſion al. 
moſt reduced her to her former ftate.— ** Oh, Mr. 
« Hillaſton,” ſaid ſhe, how could you be fo ungene- 
*« rous as to take advantage of my fears to extort this 
4 ſecret from me.—It is unk ind in you—and baſe and 
ve deteſtable in him to conſent to this ſcheme, unma n- 
«© ly as it is, to terriſy me ſo much. All the eſteem 1 


„had for him will be converted into hatred and con- 


« tempt.” 
+« You wrong him,” re plied he ; « for I will aſs 
« fure you, in 5 moſt Fen. ue manner, he is innocent 
« of this deſign, nor does he know, at this moment, 
* where Iam. If there is any body merits blame, 
% in this matter, it is I—But my ſcheme was to 
„ know how your heart beat towards him: and 1 
can aſſure you, Maria, he is truly worthy of your 
** affeftion, Had you ſeen bim venture i jo” to 
> alert 
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© «<< affert his right to you, perhaps you might have 
thought more favourably of him.“ 


TOM RES BY. 13 


I ſhould have expired at the fight,” ſaid ſhe— 
. How was it, brother? | : 

He related the whole affair to the attentive and 
terrified females. - Maria fat trembling all the while: 
She was hardly recompoſed, when a ſervant came in 
to tell Mr. Hillaſton that Mr. Rigby wanted him. 
This threw her into great agitations ; and they 


were increaſed, when ſhe ſaw Hillaſton leading 
bim with bis pallid face into the parlour, where they - 


were then fitting. 
Here he is, ſaid he, though not unhurt.” 
Rigby, who was perſuaded that the matter was a 
profound ſecret, bluſhed up to the eyes, and looked 
very reproachfully at his friend. 
Lou need not accuſe me with your eyes, Rigby; 


« for I have told the whole ſtory ; and, if you wil 


believe me, it is the beit duel you ever fought in 
« your life.“ | 
Lord,“ faid Mrs. Hillaſton, I am a very good 


« ſurgeon ; and you muſt permit me to look at your 


4 „ wound. I will give you a cordial too, to keep up 
pour ſpirits. I have the beſt family plaſter in the 


« world ; but, unfortunately, there is none of it 


«+ ſpread now. Come along with me, Ana, and 
* help me. Do fit down, and fit quiet, till we re- 


« turn,” a | LEY 
Aye, aye, go and help your mother,” ſaid Hil- 


F f | laſton to his ſiſter. And as they went out of the room, 


added, Now comfort Maria, Rigby; and! will 
take care that nobody interrupts you.“ 
He went away, and left them together. 
Maria fat, during this converſation, with her hand- 


kerchief to her face. When ſhe heard Hillaſton's 


words, her agitations increaſed, and her trepidation 

became viſible even to Rigby, who was almoſt in as 

bad a ſtate as ſhe was, _ 
LE Rn « Emuch 
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All his mother's remonſtrances 
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I much fear, Miſs Leeſon, that my friend's im- 


„ prudence, in betraying this unhappy affair, has 


made you uneaſy ; believe me, when I aſſure you, 
% that I, would rather die than offend you.“ 


«© Indeed, Mr. Rigby, Fam very forry for the — = 
By heaven, I would rather that every drop of 
4 my blood had been ſpilt, than create you trouble; 


„ and ip the ſame cauſe too I would willingly — 


« Oh,” ſaid ſhe, jnterrupting him, if you knew | 


© how wretched you have made me!? | 
« Would-to God then I had been killed! but my 
« grief will ſoon deftroy me.“ | 


Oh, do not talk ſo,” ſaid the tender Maria, the 
tears yet ſtreaming from her eyes; why do you 
«© with to diſtreſs me? My affliction might ſhew you, 


that your life is not indifferent to me.” 
' «© "Unmerited goodneſs !—On my knees let me 


* thank you for it. Yet add more to it, and ſay you i 


% with me to preſerve it.“ 


4 do, I do: but pray take ſomething z you look ' þ 


«very ill.“ | 


„% Your kindneſs will more completely effect my 


cure, than all the medicines on earth.“ 
Let me intreat you, riſe,” ſaid ſhe; and take 
« * ſome relief, if you regard me.” 


I will ſhew it by my obedience to your defire, 1 


«lovely Maria“ F | T4 
He printed a lovely kiſs on her hand, and foſe. 


During this converſation, Hillaſton oppoſed all the q 


attempts of his mother and ſiſter to enter, and apply 


the reinedies they had prepared. He maintained, 
that Rigby would receive more benefit from Maria's 


acknowledgment 'of her regard; than their plaſters. 
| were ineffectual, till 

Rigby came to he door, and opened it. e 
After. making him ſwallow a cordial,” which revived 
bis ſpirits, ſhe toſiſted on ſeeing his neck. And all his 
| oppoſition, which aroſe from polite neſs, was in vais. 
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She told him, in her leiſure hours ſhe had made that 
part of ſurgery, which relates to the curing of green 


wounds, her ſtudy. He was obliged to ſubmit-; and 


the two young ladies retired during the operation, 
Hillaſton and his mother only remained: and the 
good Lady, while ſhe was dreſſing him, which it muſt 
be confeſſed ſhe did very judiciouſlſy, read her patient 


a lecture on his conduct, and ſhewed him the ſin and 


folly of ſuch partial engagements. Good and prudent 
as this advice was, and reaſonable as her reprehen- 
ſions were, Rigby's mind was too much employed in 


1 5 thinking of the delightful confeſſion his Maria had 


made him, to pay much attention to this grave re- 
buke; tkough he had the greateſt opinion of Mrs. 
Hillaſton's good ſenſe. As ſoon as opportunity offer- 
ed, he acquainted Hillaſton with his happineſs. His 


friend heard the account he gave him with a great 
deal of pleaſure. ba. 


„Rigby, my dear Rigby,” ſaid he with a ſigh, 
«© may you be bleſſed to the extent of your wiſhes : 
„ as for me, I can never know peace. I thought I 
„ ſhould be of ſervice to you, by that abrupt man- 
6 ner of introducing your duel ; and I was not de- 
„ ceived.. It has procured an explanation of her 
« ſentiments. Vou will be apy in her affections. 
«© muſt go from hence,” added he: In three days 
I ſhall return to you again.” — 


Rigby beheld with great concern the alteration in 


his manner of ſpeaking to him on this ſubject. He 
feared he was going to relapſe: He ſaw the ſame 
ſtern melancholy again aſſume the place on his brow, 
and the ſame diſregard of himſelf return. + 
In his abſence the happy Rigby failed not to im- 
prove the good opinion Maria had of him; and as 
he could, without fear, impart to her the ſentiments 


of his heart, he acquainted her with the fincerity aud 


violence of his paſſion.” . As his deſigus were of the 


- moſt Honourable nature, he talked to her, in thoſe 


privats 


# 


„ . ” 
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private converſations they held, of the proſpect of 


their future union. He — her of his circum- 
ſtances and views in life. j 

With me, charming Maria, you will not be poſ- 
s ſefſed of grandeur or pomp ; but in their room we 


will ſubſtitute happineſs and content: and, if it 
will not diſguſt you to become a country parſon' 8 


wife, you may enjoy all the bliſs that retirement, 
* and my aſſiduous endeavours to pleaſe, can procure - 
& you.” 
5 Indeed, Mr. Rigby. if I could not promiſe my- 
« fel happineſs in * my life with you, I bad | 
* not gone ſo far as I have done.” But how this 
«« ſcheme of ours may be completed, I know not. 
I have no fortune independent of my father ; and 
1 doubt very much whether we ſhould meet his 


« approbation : without” it I could not think of 


taking ſuch a ſtep.* I hough he is my father, yet 
% J cannot be blind to his character, nor a ſtranger 
« to his diſpoſition. He is ſevere and inflexible in 


«© his notions of honour, and upon all occaſions very 


« jealous of his own. As he conſiders- himſelf the 
< head of the family, he demands the moſt impli-' 
« cit obedience from his wife and children: but 


« he is a good and à tender father, and loves us 


.« all. with the moſt paternal affection. How then 


e can I venture to diſoblige-him-?* or, if done with- 
& out his knowledge, how thould I find means to 
« he reconciled- to him afterwards ? It would be 
« totally impoſſible. Upon ſuch an occaſion he 
% would be deaf to all perſuaſions and arguments, 
« and be hurried away d bis paſſions; which I aſ- 
s ſure you, are very violent.” 


And what do you think the moſt likely make 
4 to obtain his approbation, which I would not 
have you neglect; though, e he may ae- 
« yer . te our union ? 


rg Time 
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« Time muſt bring it about, and we muſt wait 
with patience till then: ſome lucky accident may 
happen that will befriend us.” W 25 
Thus the amiable lovers anticipated time in their 
1 zger hopes, and fatisfied of mutual regard, fpent 
their hours in the boſom of felicity. 

| On the third day, according to his promiſe, Hill 


+38 
-«< 


| Waſton arrived, but he was no longer the eaſy ſocia- 


ple companion he had been: his unhappy flame 
Wburned more fiercely, and tended more imme diately 
to his deſtruction. Rigby requeſted-to know if he had 
anyfreſh cauſe of uneaſineſs and entreated him to tell 


_ 


; Shimthe reaſon of the great alteration that appeared in 
him. He anſwered not. but ſighed and ſhook his head. 
2X Rigby, to divert his attention, told him how mat- 
ters ſtood between him and Maria: but that only 
ſerved to encreaſe his grief. Unhappy wretch that 
lam,“ faid he, when even the pleaſures of my 
friends but ſerve to augment my pain: I have no 
buſineſs any longer in this world, where I can- 


not enjoy any thing in it.” . 


= Rigby. ſtrove to compoſe his mind, and to reaſon 
with him, but all in vain: he was inſenſible to every 
1 thing but his own torment, His ſtay was very ſhart. 
At his departure he ſhook hands with Rigby very af- 
J kectionately, and told him it would be a long time 
before he ſhould fee him again. He waited got for 
a reply, but ſtrode away. Rigby was ver N une afy 
at his demeanour, for he now ſeemed worſe than 
ever; but he concealed thoſe ſuſpicions: from Mrs. 
$8 Hillaſton, who ftill conceived - hopes that her fon 
would be reftored to his ſenſes and former com- 


poſure by keeping Rigby company. Maria per- 


eeived the gloom which this converſation had caſt 
en her lover's: ſpirits, and he was obliged to aſſign 
Was a reaſon, to ſatisfy her tender enquiries, that 
ee feared his friend would break rout” again * 
=. 15 
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his former madneſs, but requeſted her to be ſecret” WM 
Maria ſpared no pains to allure him from thoſe me- 
lancholy refle&ions : ſhe ſucceeded, and all was 
happineſs and pleaſure. The next day an _— 
came to him forwarded by one of his friends at Cam- 
bidge It was from Mr. Wilkins—Mrs. Rigby was 
dying, and wanted to ſee her ſon—He determined 
to ſet off directly to take a mother's laſt bleſſing 
whom he ſo truly honoured and loved: however hs 
had a private interview with his Maria, who ſhed a4 ³ 
tear at her lover's diſtreſs Time preſſed him, and 
would not permit the utterance of thoſe tender things 
which their hearts were fraught with. He aſked 
leave to write to her, which the granted, and kindly 
promiſed to anſwer his letters, which were to be ſent 
toher under cover to Miſs Hillaſton, who would con- 
vey them to her, Their tears flowed mutually as 
they ſeparated, and he hurried away. He uſed all 
- - Pollible expedition in hopes of ſeeing. his mother be- 
fore ſhe died. When he alighted at Mr. Wilkins's ⁶ 
door, the worthy man ran out to him and told him 
his mother was yet alive, but thft it was very doubt- 
ful how long. ſhe would continue ſo. He led the af= 
flicted young man up to the chamber, where ts ⁵ 
poor woman lay in the agonies of death. She ſeem- 
ed to have retained her life to ſee him before ſhe- 
Cloſed her eyes for ever. The women about her in- 
formed her of her ſon's arrival, ard ſhe turned her 
head towards him ftretching out her hand, Rigby. 
threw himſelf upon his knees, and kiſſing her al- 
moſt chilled lips, bathed her face with his tears. 
* It is a great ſatisfaction to me, my dear boy, 
to ſee you once more before I die il muſt 
8 2 render you juſtice; let me be alone with my 
wt?" _ "15 EP | | - 
The attendants left the room, and Rigby only 
remained with her. | ; 1 
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« have not many moments to live,“ ſaid ſhe, 


ner voice fo low and broken that ſhe could ſcarcely 
be heard or underſtood, and muſt inform you of 
one great ſecret that nearly concerns you. But I 
„ ſhould aſk your forgiveneſs for the impoſition. — 
My God forgive me !—My ſpeech fails me—I am 
not your mother, though you took me for ſuch 
Farmer Wilkins will tell.” 


Here ſhe was interrupted by the hand of death; 


and though ſhe ftill endeavoured to ſpeak, nothing. 
could be underſtood. | Ys 

8 Rigby, who was ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment 
s grief, had ſcarcely power to call for help. But 
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hey could give no aſſiſtance. She retained his hand 
in hers, till ſhe breathed her laſt, which ſoon hap- 
pened. Rigby left the room, overcome with afflic- 
tion. But the extraordinary information he had 
learned, ſtill engaged his attention more than any 
thing elſe. Mr. Wilkins, from whom he was to re- 


ceive the ſatisfaction he expected, and his whole fa- 


mily, among whom Mrs. Rigby was very much lov-" 


ed, were in great grief on account of this melan- 


cboly event. As ſoon as it had ſubſided a little, he 
ſought him out;—*Mr, Wilkins,“ ſaid he, I have 
deen bred: up in your family, and not knowing 


the happineſs of having a father, have always 


eſteemed you in that light. Your behaviour has 


not left me the leaſt room to doubt your friend- 


( ſhip and regard for me. I hope that you will not 
differ from your former. conduct now. That 
g worthy woman; who now lies dead, informed me, 
with her parting breath, that ſhe was not my. 
mother. She added, 828 would tell me this 


ſecret, which, you muſt ſuppoſe, I am very anxi- 


-— 


© Shad 
* 


Vous to know the truth of. For God's fake then, 
= eaſe my heart, and let me know how I came to 
pass for her ſon.“ ae ee | 

*. \ Gil. | | 50 Oh 
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Oh my God!” ſaid he, * clapping his bands 


together —“ Poor woman, why was this unhappy 


at 


affair now revealed, only to create this young 


% man uneaſineſs !?. | 


2 


Nou can remove it all, my friend, by clearing up 1 


this myſtery to me. Be aſſured that the future 
happineſs or miſery of my life depends upon it: 


then inform me, I beſeech you, and eaſe my la- 


* 


bouring heart.“ 


« Ah, Mr. Rigby, that's an impoſſibility: Lam 


bound in the moſt ſolemn manner.“ 


* There are no ties, Mr. Wilkins's, replied the 
youth haſtily, © that ſhould prevent your / informing . 
me who the authors of my being are. Vour 


concealment my be attended with more danger- 
ous and dreadfu 


can be to you. 


I do not think that: nor can I, or will I open 


10 
* 


% Heaven and earth J“ cried he, in an agony of 


CY 


my mouth to you about it, till I have permiſ- 


fon,” _ 


How long will it be till that is obtained da 
It may be ſome time 


grief my ſoul has been unacquainted with af- 


« fliction until this moment; and now the torrent 
doverwhelms me. It is not to be borne. 
am I the only man in the world reſerved for ſuch 
piercing woe ! Am TI the iſſue of ſome lawleſs 
amour? Will the ſhame of my parents ariſe in 
* beholding me | ?.But where are they? Who are 
© they?” added he, throwing himſelf on his knees 
to Wilkins“ Thus humbly I 1mplore you to relieve” 
„ my impatience, and inform me of this dreadful 


63 
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The good old farmer was extremely affected at 
this addreſs. He pitied, and felt for: this young 
4 3 | 1 b man's 


us ar conſequences to us all, than the 
violation of your engagement, however ſacred, 
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5 þ man's grief. The tears paced each other down his 
A cheeks, while he fat ſilent before him, 


g BR < I fee,” continued Rigby, that my ſituation 
X <* aflitts you—Be generous and kind enough to in- 

p form me of my origin.” 4 

6e < Do not preſs me I muſt repeat to you, though 


„ cſorry that I am obliged to do do it, that it is not 
„. ” . 

—_ - poſſible. 

Cruel and barbarous wretch l“ ſaid he, ſtart- 
ing up, to refuſe me this ſmall ſatisfaction. a 
; 1 .* Be a little patient, Mr. Rigby; I will uſe my 
e ( utmoſt endeavours to ſatisfy you, and as ſoon as 
g may be. Be a little quiet, till I can ſave my own 
re conſcience harmleſs, and ſatisfy you.“ 

— Peace and quiet are, and will be, ſtrangers to 
© me, till this affair is cleared up.” : 
5 Rigby left Wilkins's preſence, who had treated 
him very ill, as he thought, in not complying with 
his, requeſt, All was torment in his breaſt, and con- 
8 fuſion in his brain, which was pained almoſt to mad- 
8 neſs. Jime made his tranſports ſubſide a little, and 
Wilkins took an opportunity of telling him that 
cis matter was known to nobody in the world ex- 
f MF cept himſelf and wife; and that he might depend 
upon it he would take the earlieſt opportunity of 
giving him every ſatisfaction in his power. This was 
all that he could obtain; and with this he muſt, per 
force, be content. ie AID 1b 

Great though his grief.was on this extraordinary 
ſituation of his affairs, yet he received ſome conſo- 
lation in writing to his Maria, ſhe was punctual 
in retuning an anſwer to his letter, in which 
ſhe informed him that ſhe ſhould return home the 
next day, -& aving been ſent for, but ſhould be glad 
to hear from him, as ſoon as convenient when he 
intended to go into that country, and ſhe would 


contrire to meet him at Mrs. Hillaſtons. 
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This Kind and unexpected token of the charming 
Sirl's regard, gave him great pleaſure; and he de- 
termined to return to Cambridge as ſoon as he could, 
as he was to take his degree in a ſhort time. He 
failed not to impart this reſolution to her, and ſpoke | 
with rapture at the thoughts of meeting her again. 7 
Before he left Berkſhire he went to pay Mrs. Wilcox 
A viſit. She received him with pleaſure; and ſee- s 
ing her in mourning, told her, he hoped that tbe 9 
had not ſuch a at cauſe as he had for that 


dreſs. i 4 
Indeed, Sir, we have loft 4er, your: friend in ll 
Mr. Bennet.“ NR 

Mr. Bennet! — Good God 1 bis appearance 7 


40 promiſed lone life ALERTS 1 
It did ſo; but an accident else bis days. 8 | 
He hurt ſomething in his infide, by a fall from his| 4M 
4 horſe, which was beyond the art of the phyſicians il 
** to'cure. He has acted very generouſly "PW 3 
and we have reaſon to honour his memory“ 
He Was à very worthy man, indeed: but how Wl 
«« does his amiable daughter bear her los? «- 
« Very badly. We thought that ſhe would ne- 
* yer bro Wedvered the ſhock'; nor can his eſtate, its y 
4 which he has made her ſole heireſs of, at all com- a ; 
* penſate, in her opinion, the want of ſo good and 
„ tender a parent.” + | $ 
I pity her condition fi nepfely- 3 "8nd know, ffom? ef 
„ the imilarity of my ſituation, what ſhe muſt feel.“ 1 
„She is now. with me, but in a very weak and ab 
« low Rate*; and I think you are the fitteſt perſon 1 
to conſole ber. The loſs of our parents is very 
% ſhocking.” | + 
46 know it, Madam, by fad experience ; for! 4 
« have loſt a mother,” 3 
«-] have heard fo, » | | 1 
A pauſe enſued; and Mrs. Wilcox tied to 
inform Rigby of the ſtate of her cculſin's | Je „ 
' 48 
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ding Ide regard ſhe had for him, and the little hopes 
de- ſhe faw of his returning it, had preyed upon her 


ld, spirits, before her father had met that accident 
He rhich increaſed her grief. Mrs. Wilcox really 
poke oved and eſteemed Rigby, as well for the good 
gain. ls qualities ſhe ſaw him poſſeſs, as for the ſervices he 
ilcox had rendered her, which had occaſioned her preſent 


ſee- happineſs. She therefore thought it would be no 
The : if breach of truſt in her, to acquaint him with the ſtate 
f Miſs Bennet's heart, it by that means ſhe could 
- EEpremotegher felicity. / During the pauſe in the con- 
id in erſation, ſhe was contriving how ſhe ſhould bring 
about. | 
My couſin,“ ſaid ſhe, © will be a very good 
match now for any body.” | | 
*« I am fure ſhe will render any man happy who 
is bleſſed with her hand: for ſhe poſſeſſes all thoſe 
virtues which can render the itate of matrimon 
really happy.” 
| I think ſo myſelf : and Iknow a young gen- 
how EF tleman on whom ſhe hou!d willing!y beſtow her 
hand and fortune: If I do not mitake, ſhe has 
Aer yielded him her heart long ago.“ | 
ſtate, He is furely a favourite of fortune. But is he 
com- 2cquainted with his felicity ?” 
dq and No; he knew nothing of it till this moment.” 
, | W Rigby bluſhed, and looked very confuſed ;” but 
-f'om li emained ſilent, with his eyes caſt down to the floor. 
feel. © It is very true,” continued Mrs. Wilcox, „What 
k and I have told you : and, had J not known you to 
erſonl be a man of honour, it ſhould have remained an 
very | Ppenetrable ſecret till the end of time. Beſides, 
have experienced your friendſhip for me, and 
have been truly benefited by it.” The leaſt return 
I can make is, to point out to you the road to 


ance 
days. 

1 A 1 ] 
Ri . 
15 
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bappines, if you can follow it, with Lydia THe 
a 0 4 laſt ſervice you did her has penetrated deeply into 
heart. . : „ber 


9 1 
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<< her heart, which feels a tenderer paſſion than 
«« gratitude for you. Make a good uſe of this infor- 
* mation, and let her not have the moſt diſtant ſuſ· 
«© picion of my. * told you the ſecret of her 
heart; which, rather than have thus revealed to % 
* you, I am ſure ſhe would have preferred almoſt to 
«© die>——A fine girl with two thouſand pounds a 
year is not to be met with every day.“ | i 
Rigby was at a loſs how to anſwer this ſpeech : 
at laſt he found words. x 
„Madam, your conduct deſerves my heartieſt, 
« my ſincererſt thanks; and they are all. I 
% have to return for your goodneſs. This circum- rel 
* ſtance, which you have now acquainted me with, Y 
<< ſhall never eſcape my lips. At any is I ſhould Þ . 
„ deem myſelf unworty of the honour of oſſeſſing 
© Miſs — hand: but now it is impoſſible. Toh 
« . explain this, it is neceſſary that I ſhould inform 
you, my heart and vows are already engaged 1 % 
another, who returns them. I am exceedingly un- 
happy for your couſin. and truly reſpect her. But 
cc we cannot command our inclinations,” 1 
We cannot indeed.—Hapleſs Lydia l your caſe 
e is truly nine: "vp 
Mrs. Wilcox judged it better that Rigby ſhould 
not ſee Miſs Bennet, who was then in a bad ſtate of 
health: but bidding him be ſecret, wiſhed him a 
good journey, as he informed her he was going to 
leave the country in a day or two: and he depart- 8 ; 
ed. | % 
In his way to Cambridge he could not help ap- | 
2 himſelf, for the ſacrifice he had made to 
Aria 8 3 
1 
: 
| 


4 


1 


1 


% Poverty,“ ſaid he, with that dear girl, would =: 
85 bepreferable to affluence with another —Mifs Ben- 
net is truly amiable ; I am ſenſible of her perfecti- 


ons: but ſhall I {ell myſelf, or be baſe 8 to | 
Fs ie g | e 44 Sie 1 
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give my hand, where my heart cannot accompany 
nfor- i ! No; to thee, charming Maria, I dedicate 
| my life, and in thy ſervice will I ſpendit.” 

With this reflection did he beguile the way, eve- | 

d to ſtep of which led him nearer to the ſpot where- 
{t te i ſhould ſee Maria. | Meta 55S 
ds 2 The promiſe which Wilkins had made him to un- 

| vel that myſterious conduct, which e pre- 
ch: red, had in part quieted him; though he was far 
f 4» om being eaſy about it; T 
tieſt, He arrived at Cambridge, and wrote to Miſs Lee- 
e. inclofing the letter to MiG Hillaſton, to ac 


um int her that he was arrived, and would go to Mrs. 
vith, laſton's, when ſhe appointed the time.—The day 
ould er this was difpatched, a large packet was deli- 
fling 3 red into his hands He broke it open.—lIn it was 
To it letter directed to him, and a parcel alſo addreſſed 
form i him ſealed with three ſeals.—He could not tell 
d 0 What to make of it: but opening the letter it ſoon 

plained tbe whole affair. He read thus: | 


of my paſt life vaniſh before my ſight, and I 
only loc': forward to the peaceful haven whither 
ould l go to enjoy a quiet and reſt, that the peculiari- 
te of ty of my unhappy fate denied me here. Blame 


e tog were vain—like a bow long bent, it flew back 
2 with redoubled violence, and I muſt fink under 
ould it. The conteſt can be no longer maintained, 
Ben- and 1 muſt yield to ſuperior force. A life of tor- 
ecti- ment to end in fuicide, cannot be ſhocking. But 
h tog this is a ſecret to all the world: nor do thou re- 


1 veal it. The deadly pot ion is by my ſide, I loc x 
8 C 0s 
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on it with pleaſure, as the means of reſtoring me 
to peace. The reflection that repoſe yet awaits Wi 
„me, affords me more ſatisfaction than I have 
„known this long time. I will employ this calm 
„moment then in acquainting you with my affairs. 
With this you receive my will, of which I have 
* conſtituted you executor, along with my mother, 
« requeſting you to accept of three thouſand pound; 
e for the trouble I have given you. The reft of my 
fortune Leave to my ſiſter. My mother has an 
exact copy of it, and Iam convinced the valdity 
<, of it will never be diſputed. I make it my laſt 
© requeſt to you to viſit my unhappy mother, and 
comfort her: but let my fate be an entire ſecret 
% to her, nor embitter the remainder of her days by 
«© the knowledge of my crimes. | 
„This was my laſt, my only buſineſs on earth. I 
« have ſwallowed the draught that is to confer eter- 
„% nal quiet on me.. The ſubtil potion already ha 
« mixed with my blood ; it chills and curdles in my 
e frigid veins, It is beyond human art to afford me 
« aremedy now am already, numbered with the 
% dead. If I have committed an error, do thou, 
Father of mercy, forgive and pardon me. Lay Foy 
« the words of peace cheer my ſtruggling ſoul in is 
« laſt agonies; and let the promiles of bliſs gild the 
« horrors of diſolution with hope. I wiſh 1 could 
once more embrace you, my friend: but tha 
« with is vain ; for the diſtance between us is. greal 
« at this time, and, before you receive this, the 
„ hand that writes it will be cold and lifeleſs. WH 
„ Rigby, the man who is your friend, and take 
«© this laſt cpportunity of aſſuring you of his rega1d, 1 
«deſcends to the grave in early life: but his mil 
«© fortunes make him think what is paſt as long nl 
„an age. I go to fieep with my fathers, and lea 
„a woild that has been productive of nothing buff 
++ milery to me. I die, Rigby, the victim of an incelf 5 
— | 'Y 8 6 tu DP 7 vp 
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me WF ftuous and unnatural paſſion, that renders me un- 
-aits fit to liye.—Life was wfetched, and even death 
ave A appears full of horror and deſpair. But the reſo- 
alm . lution is taken, and“ muſt depart. The king of 
irs. errors calls me, and I obey his ſummons. I de- 
% . d but to'affure you, with my laſt breath, chat 
her, * Tam ſtill WH of oor A 1 A TY 
und; BS . ... , Your ſincere and wretched friend, 


my N F oY I ſ X : | be 

TY ACT „RICHARD HiltasTtoN.” 

„ 7 n= 
lai . Rigby's blood ran cold as he read the horrid epiſ- 


and le; it fell from his hands when he finiſhed it. He 
.cret Mhrew hina{clf into a chayr, frozen with horror. For 
's by long time he remained almoſt inſenſible. At laſt 
Mie found his ſpeech and attained his reaſon. 


. I Wretched indeed!“ exclaimed he“ What mad- 
eter a nc! What deſperation! Unhappy man! What 
ha; could have tempted thee to fin thus? And why 
2 my wouldſt thou remove ſo far from me, that I can- 
d me not have the ſatisfaction of performing the laſt 
the . duties to thy remains! Thou art no more. My 
boy, WE Fee my worthy friend, thou art no more, 
Lei „ But thy memory ſhall be ever dear to me. I will 
n in cheriſh it to my lateſt hour. 5 
d the The tear of diftreſs ſtarted from his eve, as he 
dould thus lamented his friend. The ſigh of affliction rent 
tha his boſom ; -khe remained overwhelmed with grief. 
grea He retired early to bed, for he wanted reſt, yet 


Nt none could he find. When ſleep cloſed his eyes, 
the moſt horrible dreams were, preſented to his diſ- 
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remained in a fate. of dejeQion. and melancholy, i 


_ . that was truly pitiable. But what encreaſed his un- 
eaſineſs and affliction was, how he ſhopld acquaint 
a fond ſiſter and a, tender mother of his dreadful fate. 
He determined, at all events to obey his friend's ig- 
ne nnn . Nen 
juschem, and conceal the truth ol the affair from, 

them. Accordingly, in a few days he wrote a let- 
ter to Mrs, Hillaſton, in which he broke the mat- 
ter to her in a moſt tender and conſolatoxy manner; 
and told her, that her ſon died. of a fever, which 
was ſo violent in its courſe, that he expired in a few 
days and promiſed to pay her a viſit very ſoon ; in- 
forming her of his. being left joint executor with her. 
Melancholy were his thoughts and heart-rending 
lis reflections of the ſtate of Nis affairs at that time, 


It ſeemed as if all the misfortunes he was doamed to 1h 


— ——— 


ſuffer were collected together, and diſcharged at 


once on bim, to make the ſtroke more dreadful. The 


uncertainty of bis birth, and his ignorance, of his 


family, went near to his heart: the death of His 


friend, whom he ſincerely loved, in ſuch a violent 
manner, affected him very ſtrongly. Miſs Bennet 
returned to his ime gination; he pitied her; and, 


what to a thouſand young men would have afforded © 


pleaſure and excit 


vanity, was the cauſe of great 
vneaſineſs to him. 


neaſipeſ Maria, the cute for all hie woes, 
then appeared and, in the proſyect of happint(s 
with her; all other conſiderations were drowned, In a 


few days he found a letter from Miſs Leeſon, infor- 
ing him that ſhe ſhould be at Mrs Hillaſtons'pn a par- 


ticular day, which {ke name He was determined 
to me et her; but, that his being there might 3 9 


more like chance than chan, he ſent word to Mrs, 
0 


Hillaſton, that he weuld do himſelf the honour of 
paying her a vißit, as well to offer her his compliments 
of condolence, as to have the will read. Accord= 
ipgly ke went, ard he dreaded. 1 the ladies, 
It was truly melancholy, ; but he mingled his _ 
_ LI 2 1 12 Wit 
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- eich theirs,- and was ſtill more endeared to them. 
nt lle offered to reſi zu the truſt his friend repoſed in 
e. him, and the legacy; but Mrs. Hillaſton inſi ted on 


a bis retaining the latter, and requeſted the fayour of 


m. bim to ack as their friend, and open the, will. He 


t- promiſed to obey them, The 1 lady told him with 

t- ears, that he mut'rtow be a ſon to her, and a bro- 
rer to her daughter. ; 
h They ſpent a wetancholy afteruoon together; 
var Rigby found the ladies more compoſed. and re- 

-' Mſfigned than herimagined. He was very much pleaſed 

r. an; and the affeckion they both expreſſed for him, 


5 nade kini fnitereſted in their happineſs. The next 
6. day he had the great ſatisfackloh to ſez. his dear 
to laria arrive. Wir wanted a friend to con- 
at nie them ; and who fo proper as the ſenſible, the 
1c, MF cohipaſſicnate Maria? Though 4 great pait ef 
is her time was taken wp, in readering thoſe litile 
is friendly ſervices to the Hiflaſtons, yet did the lovers 
nt mud an opportunity to ſpeak in private, and reveal 
et the tender ſentiments of their virtuous hearts. In 


> 


8, Three days had paſſed already, and only marked 
4s with encreaſing happineſs to Rigby, who enjoyed, 
a in his Maria's vows of tonftancy, all his heart withed © 


bor. On the fourth, as they were fitting together 


12 alone, talking of that union that was to render them 
.d ech bleſſed, and the ardent lover had cldimed a 
ir MT wilting kis from the lips of his Maria, they heafd a 
. ndiſe. che turned pale — “ What alls you, my 
of ie 2 faid the anlous Rlgbß. 
. 4 , ja 5 that voice: it is my mother's. Here ſne 
„% he poke Mrs. Leeſon burſt into the robm, 
44 With a wildneſs of aſpeQ-that terrified her daughter 


f elk to death. They both aroſe at her approach. 
= | | C 3 4 6 Sir,“ 
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4 Sir,” ſaid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to Righy, 2 what | x FL 


«« is your name ?” | | 
Thomas Rigby, Madam,”  _ b D 
1 your mother alive oy Who as 2 
% No, Madam; 1 mourn for her at this mo- | 
«-mentet "8 
-« From what part of England did you come, 
. | oy 
« From Berkſhire, Madam.” 4 
One queſtion more, Sir. Do you know Far armer JH 
& Wilkins?“ 1 
« ] was bred in his family, Madam,” anſwered | 1 
Rig y, who was aſtoniſhed at ker eagerneſs, and the 
terror of her countenance. 1 ; 
« My God ! my God!“ exclaimed the, claſpng | 4 . 
her hands together, „hat will become of me !— 9 | 
«and of you too, unhappy young man ber 8 
« ſtands my daughter, and you are my ſon 
The dreadful ſounds. were more than tel could 
ſupport; He fell MET, and ſenſele on ;the 7 
floor. 1 


* 


* 
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HE hapleſs Rigby fell (esse and. OT) i 
| T on the | ut 'S tender and virtuous ſenſi- 
bility of the delicate Maria was rouſed to excels of i 
agony, ; and ſhe ſunk in a ſwoon inte the arms of 
her diftraQed mother. That wretched mother, al- 
moſt lifeleſs herſelf, yet was not wanting in her care 
to relieve her offspring. Her ſcreams/brought afliſt- | 


. and * Hilke. Who firſt entered: the if 1 


Soom, ſaw with horror the ſcene of diſtreſs. She 
dalled up the ſervant, who helped her to raiſe up Rig- 
by. He was yet inſenſible; and having ſtruck his 
Woſe, in the fall, againſt the floor, the lower part 


— + £ 


ben the faw him in that condition, felt all the mô- 
er ariſe in her boſom. Her internal feelings con- 


3 


* 


Poks of the pallid youth brought the much- loved, 
$Þn2-lamented Kingftey freſh to her remembrance. 
$0 Mi Hillator's care ſhe left Maria, who was re- 


x 
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ered J overed and touſed to life by her mother's ſcreams, - 
20 to her ſon's aſſiſtance The more the viewed 


n, the ſtronger ſhe found the reſemblance of his 
2 eacderneſs She cleanfed his face, and in a little 

nme he recovered his reaſon : He opened his lan- 
gain. 


1 gone for ever !” ; 2 
6 e tears burſt from her eyès as ſhe ſpoke... 


eached the 760m where they were, ſtood amazed at 
his fight. No lady in the country had preſerved. a 


5 


ent of her family and her domeſtic virtues. This ap 
earance of ſuch extraordinary diſtreſs in three perſons 


- : 


armed and furprifed them: it was not more thock;: $ 
han unaccountable—The ſervant retired at her miſ- 
es command and an univerſalfilence enſued. + Mrs 
eeſon ftood between her fon and daughter, leaning 


| ( handkerchief, to hide the flood of tears that could 
mn hy, 1 
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his face was covered with blood. Mrs. I. eeſon, 


inced her of the identity of his perſon : and the 


ther in him; and that ſerved but to encreaſe her 
aud eyes; and turning them alternately on his mo- 
ber and fiſter, raiſed a deep groan, and cloſed them 
« He is gone,” exclaimed Mrs. Leeſon, © he is 


Mifs Hillaſton and her mother, who by this time 


eiter character than Mrs. Leefon, not more for her 
odd ſenſe and exemplary behaviour, than the manag- 


hom they had the greateſt reaſon to think well of, a- 


n the back of bis chair ; her face covered with ber 


ö; OT 
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not be dried up.——Every thing that paſſed in hl 
boſom contributed to her ſorrow. 1 
The poor Maria knew not what to think; and ſl 
could hardly credit what gave her ſo much pain 
Her diſtreſs at this diſcovery was inexpreſſible, tho 
at the ſame time ſhe returned filent thanks to hea 


preſli- 


Fal eden. he roſe from his chair , .and went 


Ice, ladies, the uneaſineſa this extraordinary 
Auppearance of ſorrou has given you. Your hu- Wl 
* imanity and compaſſion are intereſted in ay 1 

| wel... 3 1 = 


- 


T o M R 1 B T. 41 


in he 1 6 half, and you are affeQed by our misfortunes. 
vou have experienced ſufficient advetſity your- 
© ſelves, to pity others. in a like ſituation. Let us 


9 


id ſhelf 


— 


- pain not diſtreſs you too far. The wounds that Pro- 


K 


not our woes make them break out aſreſh. Let 
oy requeſt be prevailed on, to fetire, till we ſhall 
be a little more compoſed, and you have recot 


tho vidence has given vou are hardly healed get: let 
hea 


path WW thrown you into. 


8 the. N Ah, Mr. Rigby!“ replied the old lady, "* the 


w on Wa cred ſecreſy of misfortune ſhould never be yio- 
Wlated.' I pity, I love, I wiſh to relieve you. You 
have comforted me in my afflictions. May the 


4 od 


gh Anna, come.“ 5 


* I 

x 
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s « is un 


turned towards his yet e marker. 
O 


te- really my affections are due, gives me a degree 
bim of happineſs. But to find her thus, fills my heart 
pre- with ſorrow and my ſoul with woe. Yet,” ſaid 
t be e, caſting himſelf on bis knees before her, let 
and 1 me thus humbly im lore thy benediction, and do 7 
vent chou teceiyeiche aſſurances of my duty and affec- 
rs of ion. And if it be not an impenetrable myſtery, 
his donde ſcend to inform me, Why, ſince honoured 
aul. with that endearing appellation of ſon, you have 
his eng concealed yourſelf from my knowledge, 
or wichdrawa your natural protection from me? 
arr What had my father done, that you ſhould for- 
hu- fake his child ? or what crimes had. my unoffend- 
be- 


$ wy e., that you ſhauld aban- 
don me 1 'A | 
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bad yourſelves from ihe ſurprine which - this has 


peace of the righteous ever attend you Come, 


They quitted the room with tearful eyes. When 

low family were left to themſelyes, Rigby's _ 
Witations,, Which ſeemed to have been ſupprefled _ 
= the . Mrs. and Miſs Hillaſton burſt 
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The wretched mother turned her eyes on her fo 
plicant child. His voice, his dook, the queſtions 8 Wt: 
alked, rouſed every tender and painful ſenſation u 

her boſom: The conflict was too mighty to be foo F 
ported by her, and ſhe fell into her ſon's arms: Thi 

groan ſhe gave awaked Maria from the ftate offtupiz 
inſenſibility in which ſhe had long. ſat... She flew to 
her mother's aſſiſtance... The drops; which had bee 
fortunately left in tbe room; contributed to reſtorl 
her, without diſturbing the family again. Maris 
and her brother, placed her in the chair; and thei. 
endeavours-to call her to life ſucceeded. ; Her head 
was reelined on her daughter's boſom en one fide, % 

and her xfflicted for yet remained on his knee, wit: 

Bis hard on hers; on the other. will ſpeak, il 
J can,” ſaid ſhein a faint voice; 1 will endeavoul 4 
to give you-every ſatisfa@isn. Ves, you ate my 
„ child, my much-loved fon, the fruits of my fill 
«. love. In me behold: your | wretched mother; 

4 and, if ye; my children, are unhappy, your mo 

ether is the occaſion it ——Would to Heaven tha 

« all the woe fell on mer alone; who am only guil * 

« 7 and ye, my innocem offspring; were e f 

uff. 
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& ſuffer.— But,“ ſaid ſhe, finking on her knees her 
"eyes and handscaſt up to Heaven,! thy will, graciou 
God, be done.—Pure- and Eternal Fountain off 
- « Truth, forgive and pardon me. — My foul is hum- 
<« bled before thee ; and bitter as the cup is whic: 
F now muſt drink, I acknowledge thy juſtice, andi 
e my own preſumption.—Yet;” Father of Mercies 
let me, me only, bear thisJoad of woe, and ſpare 

* theſe children who have ſinned not.—I kiſs the 
rod with which Jam chaſtened, and adore the 
hand that puniſhes me - Mine is the crime, o 
\-« me let thy anger ſall.—Vet who ſhall abide it?“ 

Her words her looks, beſpoke the emotions 6, 
-herfout,—Rigby feared they might overcome her. il 
8 - —< Mus 
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* 11 Much honoured parent, compoſe your diſtrac- 
ions ted mind, nor thus diſtreſs us, already too much 
0100 10 Waflited. Reſume your ſeat, and truſt to the 
ve foo 00dneſs of that God, whoſe darling attribute is” 


Tl mercy, and who ſliles himſelf the Father of Man- 
fſtupiſ kind. But let us, thy children, know wherein, 
tei thou haſt offended ; and why thou, who art eſ- 
== teemed fo much for thy virtues, ſhouldeſt, thus 
= accuſe thyſelf of crimes which our ſouls ſhudder. 
do think of, —Deſpair and impenitence are too 
ein near a kin, and ſhould be equally dreaded. —Be- 
loved author of my being, ceaſe to grieve us be- 
yond meaſure, in making us thus the unhappy 
= witneſſes of thoſe dreadful tranſports.” N 
As he ſpoke he raiſed, and placed her in the 
air.—“ Yet permit,” ſaid ſhe; © in the fulneſs of | 
my ſoul, to petition heaven for a bleſſing on the: 
chat bleſſing which thou wanteſt.“ vhs „ 
Wich humble reverence the pious youth boweg 
efore her, as ſhe laid her trembling hand upon his 
Read ——*< May the God of nature accord thee his 
gui bleſſing, my child, as I now do mine; may he 
crown thee with happineſs, and give peace to thy 


days!“ ; ITO: 
f gs She ſeated herſelf, her eyes yet ſwimming in tears; 
n ond Rigby, at her deſire, placed himſelf in a chair 
um- heron one fide, and the ſenſible, the weeping 
ich Maria, on the other.—“ Be comforted, my child, 
and id the unhappy parent, turning to her, and taking 
cies er by the hand weep not, nor add to my woe, 
par by 1 me thy diſtreſſes I am going to re- 
the late my hiſtory; it will be +a leſſon and a gopd * 
the one, to you—T have every thing to hope from 
pour virtues, my deareſt Maria; and though it 
way filr me with ſhame to repeat my follies and 
*,crunes before my children, yet it is part of my 
merited* puniſhment, and is only an act of con- 
ne | F 
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trition, —— You will learn from my relation two 


things that a diſingenuous concealment of trum 
from thoſe who have a Tight ro know every thin; r 
concerning you, is attended with the moſt dange- lis 
rous-conſequences : and that, to ſcorn the admo. 
nitions of parental "tenderneſs, is but the beginning . 
; | - ' : == 
of woe.—lt is true, my fon; that I have -endeav- mh: 
oured to preſerve that character and honour which 
js the greateſt 'ornament of a woman, But = '7 


22 
. 9. 8 ode — 24 
* 


approbation of the world, without the concurrent 
| & teſtimony of my own heart, availed me little, Wc 
Vet ſuch was my preſumption, and fuch my opi- 
« =nion of my own prudence, that I concluded my- 
«ſelf. ſafe from any misfortunes which might ariſe 
-— from my former miſconduct. But the hand of WF: 
« Heaven is viſible in my puniſhment ; and I ſubmit, 
„ with fear and trembling, to its juſtice.” | 2 
The good lady began her tale, which ſhe related 
with great exactneſs As ſhe declared ſhe had been 
privately married to Mr. Kingſley, ſhe from thence 
took an opportunity of giving her daughter ſome 
wholſome and judicions pms for her conduct in- ñᷣ 
life. When ſhe came to his ſudden and unexpected 
death, ſhe could not refrain from tears. She lament - 
ed it, as though it had happened but the preceding 
day; and her affectionate fon paid the tribute of Wi 
duty to his father's memory. Theſe matters the 
reader is already acquainted with, and therefore a 
repetition would be needleſs. But we ſhall in this 
caſe, as we have once before done, take the pen in 
our own. proper perſon, and explain to the reader 
how Mifs Wakefield became Mrs. Leeſon, and what Wi 
was the cauſe of her ſudden and unexpected appea- Wl 
= rance at Mrs. Hillaſton s. ; 
= After the death of her father, Miſs Wakefield had 
= full employment for near four months, in getting her 
1 affairs Kuled, which diverted, in ſome meaſure, the 
| T | melanchohy i 


— 
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0 N 
two elancholy of her mind. The impreſſion Mr. 
true ingdeyss death had made on her was never to be 
hing rated; but time, with lenient hand, had calmed her 


bp 


1ge- rrows, and deprived her grief of it poignancy- 


mo- ne ſober doctrines of adverſity had helped to im- 
nin; rove both her manner and underſtanding. Severe 
rich the lefſons of that dreaded ſchool are, yet they 
hich 


re ſometimes found neceſſary. The event of hes 
the WWather's death came on by flow and viſible ſteps ; 
r= nd thus gradually prepared for his approaching diſ- 
Solution, the ſhock was greatly leſſened. The effect 
opi- which this experience of affliction had on her perſon, 
my. vas rather to her advantage. The lively ſinartneſs 
ariſe of her fine eyes, for ſhe had very fine-qnes, was 
agreeably ſoftened, and they habitually expreſſed a 
nind at once deſerving. of pity, and full of conſolati- 


46 


oo. That ſtrain of tenderneſs was viſible in her 


manner, and rendered her an object worthy regard. 
some part of the Doctor's eſtate lay in Suffolk; and 
Mr. Wroughton, an old and intimate friend of the 
late Doctor's, whom he made one of his executors 
( truſt which he refuſed to accept of, aſſuring Miſs 
Wakefield that he would, nevertheleſs, be as atten- 
tive to her intereſt as if he had taken the execution 
of the will upon him) adviſed her to go into Suffolk, 
= to inſpet the matters there herſelf, which were in 
ſome little confuſion, promiſing to aceompany : her. 
= He propoſed this jaunt not more for the ſake of her 

is pecuniary intereſt; than a deſire to amuſe. and enter- 
Lain her. And, indeed, he exerted; himſelf with pa- 
rental tenderneſs, to render every thing eaſy and 
Ws agreeable to her. Mr. Wroughton, Who bad. all that 
=—_ hilarity and facetiouſneſs which is attendant on an 
healthy old age, whoſe judgment had been matur- 
ed by experience and time, proved the inſtructi ve 
and pleaſing companion of her journey, Their deſ- 
tination was to Bury St. Edmund's, beyond which 
dis eſtate lay. They arrived there without any ac- 
4 FT, | cident 
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eident, and went to the houſe of the late Doatsrs.MlY 
attorney, with whom they were preſſed to ſtay while 
their buſineſs detained them in that country; which 
invitation they accepted. It was particularly plea- 
ſing to Miſs Wakefield to reſide in his family during 
that time, as his wife was an agreeable woman, and 
it was more conſiſtent with her character. The 
next day Mr. Chalmers, the attorney, appointed the 
gentleman who had purchaſed the eſtate on which 
the fate Doctor had a mortgage; to meet him at his 
houſe, and dine with - the young lady. Mr. Leeſon 
attended at the time; and, as Miſs Wakefield entire- 
ly-confided in Mr. Wroughton, and her attorney, ſhe "a 
left them to ſettle every thing between them, eon- 
cerning the affair then in agitation.” _ . 
When Mr. Leeſon was introduced to Miſs Wake- 
field before dinner, he was much ftruck with her ap- 
pearance There was ſomething in her countenance 
that intereſted him: he was pleaſed with her man- 
ner, and he was charmed with her good ſenſe. Mr. 
Leeſon; at this time, was about thirty years of 
age, was handſome, well ſhaped; and agreeable in 
\ His deportment. He had not the advantage of a li? 
berat education, but had improved himſelf much 4 
by reading; had ſtrong natural parts, and à retentive 8 
memory: he had good ſenſe, yet was difident of 
' himſelf; and was rather reſerved. What contribut- 
da to this was a e eee he had met in the 
4 4 


early part of his life, from a lady whom he had paid 
his addfefſes to, and who had given him a flattering 
reception ; but ſhe was a coquette, and married 
another, who was richer than him. This almoſt Wl 


diſtracted him; and he retired from the world in a Wl 
fit of diſguſt. He was naturally paſſionate : this 
adventure ſoured his temper, and rendered him more 
8 impatient than ever. He had very true notions of 
| honour: and juſtice, but he rather ſtrained· them too 
much; and, as he advaneed in years, grew very in- 
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ori adde in them. He improved the eſtate which his 
nile cher had left him, in thoſe hours which he thus 


ich cluded himſelf from the converſe of the World; 
ea- ad a relation having left him a conſidera ble ſum of 
ing _ oney, he found he could make a good purchaſe of 
and his eſtate, in · which the late Doctor Wakefield had 
be een concerned, and accordingly bought it. Thus 
the aid Mr. Leeſon come to the fight-of Miß Wakefield. 
ich Many girls in the country had ſet their caps at Mx. 
his eeſon, for he was reputed rich, and that was charm 
for y enough 3, but they had always the mortification to 
re- find their pains- all thrown away; for he regarded 
ſne hem not. His fenfations were very different when 
ons 4 Ihe beheld Miſs Wakefield. He perceived that the- 
Ef mptoms of his former paſſion were returning on 


ke- nim. He was chagrined at the thought, And ſtrove, 
ap- i by the reflection of the bad treatment he had alrea- 
ce ay met with, to diſſipate them. He ſtrove mn vain. . 
an- An the. time he. was out 0 was ſpent in. 
Vir. contemplating her charms, and he longed to return 


9 | 

former paſſion; and ever very ingeniouſſ found ont 
_ | — o 

ich come excuſe why he-ſhould not adhere to the vow - 

ive be had made of never having any thing to do with 


compariſons between the objects of his preſent and 


0 
5 


of che ſex. There were alſo many rèaſons wy he ſup- 


ut- i poſed he ſhould be more happy with Miſs Wakefield 
the = than the lady who had jilted him. Her good 


aid WS conſe, and her amiable qualities prevented his having . 
ng * any ſuſpicion of ber treating him fo baſely, The 
ie * 


conſequence was, that he found himſelf more in love 
than ever. SI EOF. 


n'a That he might have an opportunity of more nar- 
his rowly-inſpeQing her character and conduct, he con- 
** trived to delay this buſineſs that he was to be a part 
of in. Ie communicated his intentions to Mr. C bal. | 
00 mers, who knew very well that it was quite imma- 


terial, Whether it was fiſhed now or fix months 


— 


co view. them again. He did ſo, and made frequent 


fe A 00 
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. hence; and that the only bad conſequence, if the 
— thought it ſo, would be, detaining her a little longer 
x in the country: and he was willing to aſſiſt Leeſon 
3 in this affair, as he conceived him to be a very good WM 
| match for his fair client: He therefore gave him a 
general invitation to his houſe; telling him, at the 
Nate time, that though they might deceive the Wl 
young Lady +a little, it would be impoſſible to im- 
poſe upon Mr. Wroughton ; and therefore he 
ſhould communicate his ſentiments to him. Leeſon Wi 
Teplied, he had refolved upon doing ſo; and for that 
Purpoſe intended to aſk him and the whole party 
over to his houſe, as ſoon às ever his gardens were 
put ſomewhat in order, and matters a little ſettled 
Avithin . doors : for à batchelor's houſe is ſeldom 
remarkable for its regulatity ; and after dinner 
to break the matter to him. Chalmers approved 
the ſcheme, and promiſed te ſtand his friend. In 
a few days it was put in execution; and he had 
the ſatisfaction of hearing the ſituation and place 
Praiſed by the Lady whom he withed to make mif- 
treſs of it. Every thing was liked, every thing was 
agreeable ; the dinner was, good and plentiful-z and 
many jokes were circulated during the time of the 
.Tepaſt, on a ſingle. ſtate. A freilt bottle was pro- 
A as the Ladies retired to take their evening's 
; wa d. 7 +1: f ft: R ; in xr HSE Th” 4% 
RA" This ls really a 74 place you have about 
„% you hete, Mr. Leeſon,” ſaid Mr. Wroughton; 
_ and wants nothing but a wife to make it complate. 
IIaneyer found; how much Ewanted one till this 
4 * moment, Sir.“ TFF 
J am ſure you may have enough of them that 


Vi 3 « would be glad to pitch their tents ere,” „ 
N Ves, Sir 3 but l expect happineſs when I marry, KS 
and everyone will not pleaſe me..“ 1 


"Mr, e has been agen once o- 
ready, ſaid Chalmers; which will make him 
E düfßcult in his choice, 1imagine ; but let mie tell 

N « you, 


1 M K I B 1. 5 
good match 


* the you, Mr. Wroughton, he would be a 
r „ e rg fortune. 
elon . When I marty,” faid Leeſon, ** I-ſhall have no 
WS regard to pecuniary motives.” +; 1 
ma bey do not always produce happineſs,“ replied 
roughton. p % SAW 
Far from it,” returned he: that muſt ariſe 
im- from a mutual inclination ; and it is in your 


he power to increaſe my happineſs very much, Mr. 
eſon Wroughton” AR | 4; | 

that In mine; Sit! How, pray?“ a 

y „ By not diſcouraging my addreſſes to Mise 
rere Wakefield; or, if you ſhould'find me worthy, by 
tled ſpeaking in thy behalf. .1 have now. ſeven hun- 
om dred pounds a year clear eſtate; in about two 


iner 1 years more it will be worth nine. I have con- 


ved ceived a very fiticere and honourable paſſion for 
In Mis Wakefield, and will make her any fettle- 
had ment that you, as her friend, can propoſe. | I have 


= not preſumed to open my heart to her, fearing. 
a left it might be difagreeable to her, or that ſhie 
au engaged, tin I had firſt ſpoken to du.“ 
FSi,“ replied Mr. Wroughton, I cannot pre- 
tend to anſwer for the young Lady's inclinations, 
nor can I firively fay that ſhe is diſengaged 3 
chough I believe ſhe is. I think you may do very 
well together; for ſhe has been alſo difappoint 


out in love z and you muſt comfort one another: that 

n ; al Know.“ Ix 

e. e then opened all be knew, of Mis Wakefield 
his 4 Peagement to Mr. Kingfley, to Leeſon ; informed 


nu of his death; and gave him a character of the 
ee Doctor and his daughter, which afforded in- 
edbeaſute to the lover, who began to conceive- 
pc ropcs'of fuccels. He informed him of the de- 
n of protracting matters; and the old gentleman 
ee imo the ſcheme very readi'y, n 
2 40 As 
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As for my part,” ſaid he, I have outlived 

e moſt of my deareſt Connexions ; but that is no 
I reaſon why I ſhow not be aſfduous in promot- 
ing the happineſs of others. I will ſtay with all 
38 = my heart ; but I would have you cautious how 
po addreſs Miſs Wakefield: for your great- 


3 eft-difficulty will be, to overcame her hopeleſs 


D prepoſſeſſion in favour of her dead lover. That 


once done, you have many things in your favour: 
I her condition is a very lonely one ſince her father's Wi 
death; and I know the is conſcious of being very 
oy unequal to the management ef her own at- 
"Traits." r 5 
l aſſure you, Sir,” replied Mr. Leeſon, I have. 
formed the higheſt opinion of her, from the ſmall 
-t. acquaintance Fhave with her; and ſhould be ve- 
ty happy to obtain her favour and affeQtion, in 
„„ mine.” I: 8 
Mr. Leeſon's houſe was ſome diſtance from 
Bury, it was agreed upon to remain there all night. 
Leeſon” rendered himſelf extremely agreeable and 
entertaining; and he found every looſe that Mi- 
Wakefield gave to her copverſation but diſcovered 


freſh charms. Mr. Leeſon was always at Chalmers's 
_ houſe. ; and Mr. Wroughton ſaw and approved him 
as worthy: of Miſs Wakeheid's hand. The many 
IX aſſiduites and particular attention of Mr. Leeſon to 
ber did not eſcape her notice; but ſhe attributed 
them to a wrong cauſe, and imputed them to his po- 
liteneſs: for Mrs: Chalmers, who knew that Leeſon 
had been formerly diſappointed in his affection for 
a young Lady, had informed Miſs Wakefield of ity 
and ſhe, who had loft her lover too, felt more {: n- 

-  fibly the diſtreſſes of his. firuation. She had,cheiktona 
| yeſt compaſſion for him; and the fimilanjeyt de 


FP conditions made her 3 complacent. From W 
wat ſource this unexpected behaviour aroſe he“ 
M 2 | / ; 0 knew ' 
. 
; 3 8 4 : 
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new not : it was a ſecret to him; but he enjoyed 
came ſweets of it. It infpired bim with hope; and 
al every day he became more rome to her. They 

= cre frequently left alone. The loſſes they had mu- 


un  tually ſuſtained werę at fuſt hinted at, they at laſt 
etz wvere the ſubject of their converſations. Leeſon pi- 
nat tied the Lady, who had loſt the amiable lover in Mr. 
r EKingſley; and ſhe condoled with him, for the infi- 
1, Lelity of a miſtreſs. Theſe topics were pleaſing at 


WT firſt ſight, and ſoothed her melancholy : they became 
'f bhabitual at laſt ; and when he happened to ſtay a- 
= way longer than ordinary, ſhe ſeemed at a loſs. I wo 
months had nearly, elapſed ſince their arrival at 
Bury. Chalmers and Wroughton beheld, with great 
fatisfaQtion, the progreſs he had made in her heart. 
But it was time to return home now; and matters 
might be brought to an explanation by that wp 
8 allo. Mr. Wroughton had joined in deceiving Miss 
Wakefield into ſo long a ſtay, by te ling her the bu- 
ſineſs they came about could not poſſibly be conclud- 
ed 48 ſoon as ſhe expected. She propoſed goin to 
London. : Wroughton accompanied her, and Mf. 
Leeſon deelazing he. had a call there, would go 
along with them if they would permit him. 7 „ 
readily conſented,” to London they went, and Miſs, 
Wakefield retired to à diſtant relation's. of her's who 

had a houle there. | | fe Pon 
Mr. Leeſon was ſtill more agreeable to both Miss 
Wakefield and Mr. Wroughton, and ſoon after her 
arrival in London, the old gentleman began to joke 
her about him: this opened. her eyes at once, and 
dhe miſt, vaniſhed: this confounded her: well as ſhe 
ed, and much as ſhe eſteemed, Mr. Leeſon, ſhe 
bad, as ſhe chonght, in her own breaft inſuperable 
odjections to matrimony. The remembrance of what 
had paſſed roſe in her mind, and ſhe could not beat 
dhe thought of acting ſo baſe and deceitful a part 
a ; * | 1% | | Y. 
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by a man who loved her. To diſcover the who 
tranſaction would have been death; and the proba - 
"bility of a diſcovery after marriage would be wor Wl 
if poſſible: to avoid falling into this misfortune wa 
n bo ſhun wedlock ; and that ſhe refolved to do Wha 

X Mr. 


Alteration in her behavtour ro him: this ſhocked hin 4 


The widow in the courſe of her letters perceived | 
TLeeſon. She had nothing but unimproved good 


mended it ſtrongly to her to accept the protection of 
1 huſband. WEE 


kim to return home, but Mr; Leefon remained in 


/ 


— 


Leeſon came next he perceived a remarkabl: Wii 


prodigiouſly ; he ſought out his old friend, and com- 
municated to him the change he had obſerved ie 
her, and wanted to be informed of the cauſe. Mr. 


Wiroughton affured him; and with great truth, tha WF h 


he could not account for it. perhaps it may be, 
ſaid he, © from your reſetve and diffidence in open - 
ing your mind. Go and ſpeak to her.” 
I cannot, and efpecially while the treats me foi 
« colaly ; but T will write'ro ker? er 
Mis Wakefield was not much furprized after what ii 
had paſſed, when ſhe received a tender avowal of Wil 
his paſſion, and a formal propoſal from him. Her WW 
reply ſpoke her a wornitn of ſenſe and delicacy; but WM 
It was not a favourable one. " Wroulhabh calmed | 
his tranſports, for he happened © to'be with him 
When he receixedit: he gave bim hopes, and 
told” him that by perfeverxnce ''ofily he would 
gain hie point. Thoſe. diffculties and objections 
That atoſe in Miſs Wakefield's boſom, rendered his 
utmoſt aſſiduities ineffectual for a whole month, not- 
withſtanding the friendly aid of Mr. . | 
and the advice of her faithful confidante Mrs. Rigby, 
whom ſhe conſulted upon this intereſting ſubject. 


* 


ſomething like inclination in her fair friend to Mr. 
ſenſe to combat her objections with, and ſtie recom- 


Mr. Wroughton's affairs rendered it neceſſary for 


owa 


his paſſion. He addreſſed her in the moſt tender 
ad affecting manner: he threw hintſelf at her feet: 
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n on Miſs. Wakefield's account ſolely ; and 
ugh his viſits were painful, under her earneft © 
i ctions of ſilence on the favourite ſubject 
his heart, yet he continued them. But the an- 
ety of mind, with which he paſſed through another 
onch in his way, produc d very viſible effects on 
Ws health. His ſpirits ſunk, his appetite was loft, 
nd ſleep forſook him. In this ſtate Mifs Wakefield 
Nee evening informed him of her intention to.leave * 
ondon very ſoon, and retire from the world. This 


1 


ruck him, and he reſolved to venture on a revival 


ee interrupted him in his ſpeech with ſome degree 


f impatience, .declaring her reſolution to hear no 
ore. His agitations almoſt overcame him. She 


erceived the altergtion in his countenance, and faw ' 


: Wis.whole frame ſhaken by the violence of his paſ- 
oa, hopeleſs, and unrequited. He reſpectfully re- 

red, leaving her in diſtreſs almoſt equal to his own: 

ut her's aroſe from compaſſion ; his from defpair. 


/ 


e went home, and knew not what to do: he ruſh- 
d up ſtalrs to his own chamber, and walked with 
aſty ſteps to and fro almoſt frantic, and talking 
loud to himſelf. At laſt he ſnatched one of the 
iſtols' that hung by the ſide of the chimney, and 
lapping it to his head, ſnapped it; it miſſed fire, 
or his man had taken the priming away. 357 

While he ſtood looking at the piſtol which he had 
laſhed againſt the floor in a paroxyſm of rage and 
e he was ſurprized to ſee his old ſer- 
rant William run out of the cloſet which was in his 
dom, and throw himſelf on his knees before him. 
Villiam had taken a fancy to Mrs. Bridget, a clean 
cn girl, who lived as an upper ſervant in the 
ouſe where his mafter lodged : he had told her his 
artleſs tale; and Mrs. Bridget did not ſeem averſe. 
At the inflant that Mr. Leefon returned in that diſ- 


traction, 
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FIRES lived with Mr. Leeſon. m any years, and was much Wh 
- eſteemed. Me. him, heard bim f aloud, add 


get out of the cloſet ſoon. enough to prevent "the if 


00 away your precious life.“ 


: 


e 


* "Mg" __ 
* N 


- 


tr=Kion, kick: but for the interpoſition #7 provi. . 
dence, might have produced the moſt diſmal ae. * 

quences, Miam wasente Bridget in kis mat. WF 
ter's apartment ; they heard is foot,upotf-the fairs, Wi 
and his voice; but his approach Was Fo hatty, that ll 
they had no time to rags. his notice. They there- Wi 
fore ran into the cloſet ; and liam; 2 ba: 8 


through a chirk ſaw his actions ; but he could not 


application of the piſtol to his head ; the next 
inſtant he Was kneeling before him, frightened. and 


ſpeechleſs. with terror. 
„ Villain, exc' aimed the. framic Leeſon; « * 5 
46 att thou here ?” EW | 


« Oh,” Sir, forgive me + and de not ſeek. to tak þ 


Bridget hearing this, Lave g loud. fhriek | 3 2 6 
ruſhing out of the eloſet, puſhed by the aſtoniſhed BW © 
Leeſon, and ran down dein as d h on don. 1 

„What is the meaning of al this “ 0 0 
94 William explained the matter to him, Wd Intreat- 4 


ed bim earneſtly to forgive him ; and begged, - with 
tears in his eyes, that be would hay akde all deſigns | 
3 tainſt himſelf, The 


The faithful William ptevailed aloft Z and his £ 
matter ſunk down in an arm-chair that ſtood near | 
him, overwhelmed with aprofound melancholy. Wil- | 


lam took care to remove every offenſive weapon 


from his reach; and did not leave him 3 — 


| himſelf, till he found him more calm and tranqui 


Mr. Leeſon remained ſor an hour almoſt infenſible : 


his brain was confuſed, and he could deterniine . 
nothing. At laſt be reſolved to write to his 


miſſreſs, and take a farewell of her; then return to 
dhe N and: there later out the remainder of 
„ 


* 
* 


di- Wn hateful life. He called for pen and ink, ind 
aſe- Muced, after many trials, the following letter.“ 
nal 48 | 75 8 5 . . d & 3 *. 
is, Ad Ds — x. 
hat 4 To Mis WAK ETIIIp. 
re- | 5 I 4 
hai e 
uch „% Madam, 8 
the © Convinced by fatal experience, that your ob- 
ext jections, either to me or the e are 
and ! inſuperable, I intend to trouble you no more. with 1 
„ my addreſſes, which have been fo hateful o you. | 
yy WR © Tomorrow I retire to the country; and, though I 
cannot have the happineſs of ſpending my lifeu ith 
ake «& you, yet Your remembrance {hall occupy the retna- | 
| inder of it. The duration of it wilt not be lon;—T 
and „ ſhall fall the ſacrifice to a pure and honourab'e 
hed BW © paſſion, which I can never forget, or haniſh fromm 
| my heart. Tam doomed to be miſerable !—Thus 
rice (deprived of my deareft ho es, I can nevir N 
Sat- expect to be happy. But. Iwill dd you the jul- "if 
rich « tice to ſay, that you neger encouraged the pa. 
igns „0 ſion you hud no im enten to reward. Wretched 9 
L as. I am in not being g ble te rendet myſelf agrec- = 
| bis able to you; Lean only complain of your colo 1 
leur « neſs,” Ven Rave ted bonourably, Would l | 
Vil { could ſay kindly, by e. I meant IN as a far. | 
pon « well Jetter, but 1 ßod have tun futo lamenti- E 
of &« ons.—l it not natural to. grieve for the loſs cf | 
ui „every thing that i&dear ta me ? 1 will net expoſe 
le : « tulate, charming Maria ou have already tod 
Pop % me | cannot expected vin your favour.” I go frem | 
rue „ pour ſight, - but "mlſery attends me. 1fy fm 
Bl © pun piojence.get pur lajely lea. will cnxime. © = 
M pany Mein the mal dr. we, I 
a i to the country, and in retirement rants) my ©, + | 
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a broked heart and diſtracted brain. While I have Wil 
the uſe of my reaſon, let me employ it in wiſhing Wl; 
you all imaginable felicity, and that your laſ 


* hours may poſſeſs that peace and comfort of 
* which I am deprived. Be not offended then when 
« T.affure you chat I am, and ever ſhall be, 


_ * Your ſincere and affeftionate 


3. 


F though unhappy admirer, 
«A Lzz50N.” 


When he had finiſhed this letter, he diſpatched 
William with it, charging him, at the. ſame time, not 
to mention-the leaſt ſyilabie of what had paſſed, on 
> hisperil. However, William thought that was a ti- 
diculous dehicacy-; andaf he could put his affairs up- 
on a better footing by tefling-it, that he ſhould do 
him a fignal Ales and deſerve praiſe. Molly Jan- 
ſen, Mrs. Rigby's ſiſter, lived at that time with Mis 
Wakefield; and when William gave her his maſter's 
letter, he dropped ſome hints, and ſhook his head ſo 
ſignificantly, that the curioſi y of Molly was raiſed 
very high. A little invitation was ſufficient to make 
him comply with her requeſts. The cautious Mally 
took him into a priygte back room, and renewed her 
entreaty to be . what he meant. 
:* The affairs of the maſters and miſtreſſes are gene- 
rally known to the ſervants, eſpecially if they are in 
Jove. Molly and William were not unacquainted 


with the preſent ſituation of things, William, in his 
relation, exagzerated his maſter's love and his deſpair. - 
The terrified Molly did nat hear the horrid tale with- 


'out trembling; and they both concluded, that for a 
gentlzman, with a good eftate, to murder himſelf, was 
not only ſin ful, but thameful ; and that if they could, 


by any means, prevent the commiſſion of ſuch a crime, - 


" a * it 
* * 
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WE: would be very meritorious. They directly entered 
WE: to council; and, upon mature dehberation, it was 
( greed, that Molly ſhould tell her miſtreſs that night, 
. ſhe was undreſſing her, of the whole affair; and 
ten, if ſhe did not upon that give ſome hopes to the 
poor gentleman, that he would certainly die. — 
= if he does, added Molly, “I will quit her 
directly, for I am ſure his ghoſt will haunt her.“ 


When Miſs Wakefield retired to her chamber, and 


had ſummoned Molly to attend her, ſhe did not for- 
ei ber errand. The letter wasintroduced, and uſher- 
= din with all the moſt dreadful addinions that an head, 
fertile as Molly's was, could invent. She heard the 


ſtory with great uneaſineſs, and the latter did not con- 
tribute to calm it. She did not love Mr. Leeſon with 


the ſame warmth of affection that Mr. Kingſley had 


inſpired her with: yet ſhe eſteemed him. She made 
no anſwer to the impatient Molly, who wanted ſadly 
to know what her intentions were, as ſhe had pro- 
miſed to communicate them to William the next mar- 
ning, who wagto be with her very early, to be infor- 
— of the reſult of their happy contrwance. It was 
a ſad mortification to her when hg came, agreeably 
to his appointment, to have n&:news to tell him, 
However, ſhe informed him of what The had done, 
and enlarged on her own good ſervices, and dwelt up- 
on her.ſagacity and cleverdG in relating the affair, 
During this converſation her miſtreſs's bell rang, 
and ſhe'left William abruptly, telling him that The 
ſhould certainly return with ſome intelligence. Miſs | 
Wakefield had paſſed a reſtleſs night. She had con- 
ſulted her pillow, and weighed — argument for 
and againſt her change of ſituation with great deliber- 
ation. Mrs. Rigby's advice coinciding with her own 
inclination, turned the ſcale 3 and the reſolved to fee 
Mr. Leeſon. But, as there was very little probabili.. 
ty that a diſcovery of what had happened ſhould e- 
yer come to light, ſhe determined to preſerve her own. 
Vor. I. . 'D | ſecret, . 


"ad 


— 
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#ecret. Molly attended the ſummons of her miſtreſs, 
Who -aſked-her What. hour it was; and-being infor- 
_ med, told her to ſend her compliments to Mr. Leeſon, Wi 
| ö and. that the ſhould be glad-to ſee hini as ſoon as he 
| - conveniently could ſpare time to call on het. Molly 
| 
| 


r 


tan down, with this meſſage, and William. loſt no time 

in conveying it 0 his maſter. Surprized at the com- 
mand, he beyed it immediately; and, as ſoon as e- 
| ver he, was dreſſed, went to her. He found her in 
expectation of bim. 1 bave obeyed: your ſummons, 
| « Madam,“ ſaid he. I did not intend to have ſeen 
«« you again, or renewed my hopeleſs paſſion, before 

{| af bade a. final adieu to London, and ſociety in ge- 
4 Aera But Dur deſire to ſpeak to me, though it 
3 2 my torment, muſt, be complied with.“ 


R i.e cot i 


EY 


be, +» Be poke not, but her tears fell 'plenteouſly from Wl 
her ehes. Her diſtreſs affected him He threw him- 
| ſlelf at her feet, and bedewed her fair hands; with ſome 
 grops; that her appearance of . diſtreſs, and his own 

1 * confuſion, had brought into his eyes, 2 Riſe, Sir,” 
t aid ſhe * riſe, I beſeech you. I know not but 
1 2 that you, have much more rea ſon to deſpiſe me, 
1 3 than retain lo, ſtedfaſt an attachment as I am con- 
v inced you go, I. muff, take ſhame to myſelf—1 
J _ **_ ſhould have entirely diſcouraged your expectations 
ii « at: firſt, or not have attempied io deſtroy them ſo 


* 


« haſtily, n -w. IL want no proofs of your ſincerity, 
Sir; and hope you have a better opinion of me 
and ycurſelf, than to ſuppoſe I could with for thoſe 
«& hich .I find you had well-nigh fatally produced.” 
+55, Infampus villain !“ exclaimed be ſtarting up — 
«1 charged. him to be ſilent as death on that head, 
«« ard he has betrayed me I will puniſh him for it: 
but let mę not ſuffer in your eſteem, Miſs Wake- 
% field, on chis account; do. not ſuſpect me of any 
4 mean artifice my foul is above it. Though the 
frenzy attending a flighted and hopeleſs paſſi- 
N: J A Sp 89 at aon; 
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F 
fs, on, as violent as mine, might have urged me to 
r- © make ſuch an attempt, yet let me aſſure you 
on, Wl © moſt ſolemnly, that it is the only part of the con- 
he Wl - - duct of my life that I am aſhamed of your knows 
u ing. But as IJ have, by this means obtained the 
ne opportunity of pouring out my heart before you 
m- let me once more aſſure you that my life and 
e- happineſs are entirely in your hands. Though 


in be. © prudent and religious conſiderations may ſecure 
ns, me from any future ra ſhneſs, yet no prudence can 
cn g ſecure or prevent me from a more tedious and gra- 


Tre dual deſtruction. If I am yet diſguſtful to your 
c- fight — “ {> bn n 
it © Have I ever expreſſed any thing like diſguſt, 
Mr. Leeſon ? You wrong me much Strong 
though my objections were, not to you, but the 
« marriage-ſtate in general.“ * 
I is almoſt impoſlible, and will but little delight 
the reader to know the whole of this converſation * 
let it ſuffice to ſay, that ſhe ſuffered all her objecti- 
ons of every nature to be removed, and at length 
conſented to become Mrs. Leeſon: He was exceſs, 
ſively happy in the tender and delicate aſſurances 
which ,Miſs Wakefield gave him, of poſſeſſing. as 
much affection for him as an heart, once engaged 
could poſſibly admit. He had no fear of a deceaſed 
rival, nor an inclination to diſpute the place which 
that rival held in her heart, which he thought, at 
chat inſtant he could, with much propriety, call 
bis own. KS 
_ As there were no impediments in the way to pre- 


ad, vent their union, they talked of it as near approach- 
it: ing, and Leeſon was for naming the day : but the 
te- lady declared ſhe had buſineſs which would detain. 
ny ber for a month in Oxfordſhire, and which could, 


not poſſibly be poſtponed or neglected. At the ex- 
Piration of that time ſhe | promiſed to meet him in 
. D 2 | London, 


— 


1 


! 
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London, This was the reſult of three or four day 4 


debate. Though a month was an age to the lover, 
yet was he obliged to comply. He declared his in- 
tention of going into Suffolk, to put his houſe in or- 


der, and prepare matters for her reception, againſt i 


the happy moment in which ſhe honqured him with 


herband. On the ſame day they both left town: 
he turned his face towords Suffolk and ſhe went 
down to Farmer Wilkins's. The reader has been 


Allrad informed that ſhe then ſettled two hundred 


pounds a year on Rigby. In due time ſhe returned 

: Aden, and — At hands to Mr. Leeſon, who 
Aeceived it with tranſport. They had lived to- 
gether near twenty years with the greateſt harmony. 
Firs. Leeſon's good ſenſe and exemplary conduQt Wil 

made her the object of her huſband's - adoration, Wi 
They were the happy patents of two boys and three 
girls, of whom Maria was the eldeſt. . No crofs or 


untoward accident had happened during that time, 


to diſturb their peace; and Mrs. Leeſon had plumed 
Herſelf on her ſecurity, and applauded her own pru- Wl 
dence, in keeping this affair thus ſecret ; when one day 
going to her daughter's drawers, ſhe ſaw.a boxin one 
df themwhich ſhe opened by chance, having eſca 4 
her notice before then. She lifted the cover, and ſaw Wl 

a letter directed to her daughter. As a mother, the i 
thought herſelf authorized to look at it. The fer- 
wency of the expreſſion convinced her it muſt be 


from ſomebody in the character of a lover. She read 


it through .; but when ſhe came to the name at the | 


bottom, what tongye, what pen can deſcribe her 
emotions 1 All the blood in her body ruſhed up into 


der face 3 all the tranſadtions of the time paſt came 1 
y expired Wl 


At the thought. This was the letter in which Rig- 


freſh into her memory; and ſhe had near 


d the performance of her promiſe to meet him 


by informed Maria of his return to Cambridge, and 
efaimicd 
: at 
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„ Mrs. Hillaſton's. There were ſome ambiguous 
e rpreſſions in it, which alarmed the wretched mo- 
WF ther beyond imagination: nothing could equal her 


terror. She was ready to ſink under the apprehen- 


6 0n of an evil, which, ſo far as it had the leaſt ſha» 
do of probability, was ſufficiently dreadful to pierce 
dier heart with inconſolable a+ "4 Mr. Leeſon 
= was happily engaged in ſome bu 


| eſs, which would 
detain him from home for three or four days. She 


E ordered a carriage, and drove directly to Mrs. Hillaſ- 


ton's.— The reader has already ſeen the conſequences 
of her arrival. ty 1 
To that hour did the weeping matron deduce the” 
Kiſtory of her life to her two children. Attentive, 
filent, melted with affection and tenderneſs, did they 
ſit at her fide, and the woes of their much-honour- 
ed parent ſunk deep in their imaginations. It is in 
the hour of diſtreſs that the voice of reaſon is heard: 
in the ſeafon of afſſiction the leſſons of virtue penes 
trate our hearts, and are moſt attended to. Mrs. 
Leeſon availed herſelf of the moment, to ſhew, in 
her own melancholy example, what her children 
ſhould avoid in their furure lives. Thus, my 
children,“ faid ſhe, ** I have. opened my whole 
„ heart to you; 1 have made yon the confidants of 
« all my affairs; and of a ſecret that has been, to 
* the reſt of the world impenetrable: How much 
« do I accuſe” myſelf at this moment for having 
*« concealed my marriage with Mr. Kingſley, from 
% Mr, Leeſon! Should it come to his knowledge, 
% how he would accuſe me, and juſtly, of falle- 
** hood } I ſhould loſe his good opinion, and infa- 
my and diſgrace would attend me. Nothing can 
equal the conſcious confidence of truth. Support- 
* ed by it, you are in no danger; but, on a dif- 
„ ingenuous equivocation; the oft dangerous con- 
** ſequences attend. With what face can I ſay that 
' | 3 * Hare 


* | | } 
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I have a fon, and by a former huſband, whom he | A 
1% has hitherto been ignorant of? Will be believe Wl 
„ me? And will not my fame be ruined ? Has it 
*-not already filled me with horror? And ever- 
« laſting miſery had been my portion, if the good- Wl 
ness of Providence had not interpoſed, and thrown Wl 
« that letter in my way, by the knowledge of 
* which J have been 1 to prevent the worſt of 
„ crimes.” “ 8 
Rigby ſhuddered as he W his knees ſmote each 1 
other : his teeth chat ered in his head. Hillaſton in 
his expiring moments, in all the agony and exceſs of 
deſpair, was preſent to his imagination, and his 
blood chilled in his veins : - he ſpoke not. Mrs. Lee- 
fon continued her Aiſcotrſe.” 
„ Theſe woes I have drovghe on my „elf. Maria, 2 
by not confulting my father. I feed without 
bs Bis knowledge: My affection for Mr. Kingſley i 
” prevalled"over'my prudehce; andthe conſequence 
«* is, that T am wretched.” Let this be k warning 
« to you, my ſon, not to tempt the woman whom 
you love to ſwerve from the dyty-which ſhe owes 
« at orice to her parents and herſeff. The deeds of 
* honeft want Rot contealment, and honourable 
4 4@ons" require not to be hidden. * Eet your feet, 
% Oh m 770 dren, tread the paths of truth, and 
4% be bo Gand refolute in the cauſe of virtue: - 
1 Kr e ceaſed; ſhe hid her face: to conceal the 
tears that ran down her cheeks. A fflence enſued. 
Rigby was loſt in thought: he a Dpeated almoſt ſtu- 
Filed. Maria fell at her mother $feet,, 
Fe Let it not grieve'ydu; my deareſt my beloved 
* Woche to Wire Ge en res- ur with the hiſtory 
„ef your He. Wihh'me'it'firall remain an impe- 
* netrable ſecret till thte end of time; and let me 
4 heſecck you not to diſtreſs yourſelf With any ap- 
209 . wil dare to call yoùt 
ä . + "40 character 


(ation to increaſe our afflictions. 


= 4: curſes?” 


1 ON R Ie BY 3H 


character in queſtion, which has been ſo ne 
eſtabliſhed on the foundation of virtue and ho 
nour. Surely the puniſhment you have ſuffered 
on my account is ſufficient to exp iate your faults, 
which you tos ſeverely accuſe yourſelf with : But 
you have treated me with too great indulgence. 
I confeſs I merit your reproof, and have deferved 
your anger. Had 1 informed you of Mr. Rigby's 
paying his addreſſes to me, you had eſcaped this 
75 qreadiul, this ſevere trial. Let me bear a part 
« of the woes I have eue you. 

50 My much loved Maria, let us not add ſelf. acu- 
If we have erred 
* now; let us be more careful for the future: Let 
us hope that pefiitence will atone for our faults, 
„and be*rhankfuF that nothing worſe has happened. 
* As for you, my unhappy ſon, the image of him 
« ho firſt poſſeſſed my heartiton' our account 1 
« have mach tg aecuſe myſelf. A falſe and miſtaken 
„% ſhame determined me to abandon you. I loſt all 
e thoſe feelings which a mother ſhould have poſſeſſ- 
ed. Oh my ſon! I deferve Your reproach, your * 
156 1% In Fl n TL 3 21500. 
% Not id; fait he, With a contletrines oy 9 
of the greateſt erfi6rion. On the 'comrary; it 
« ſhall be my "hourly e Le to ſup gene bit 
«« God of nature tb crown your days bei MY | 
and happineſs, to give comfore! 40 your afflifted 
« ſpitix, and beſeech him to make you forget me 
« utterly, if the remembrance re. you uneaſineſs. ä 
Let the virtuous famſly that look up to you every 
hour, to ſeek a bleſſing” in your ſmiles,” virtuoùs“ 
44 by your good, your ” bright! example, ſuppiy mij 

«pines in vour heart! Let me be forgotten, 4 

+ that you can enjoy tranquillity'P But no thought 
ot reproaching you ſhall even pollute my ſoul; 
a gary of that,” let me bleſs you; "my mother“ 


- Bp « This 


%. 
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S % This is more than I can ſupport,” ſaĩd th 4 
ſobbing aloud: This unexampled, unmerited ten- 
1 derneſs, from a child whom 1 have ſo long and Will 


entirely negleQed, overcomes me: it is anguiſh 
s 


“ intolerable.” Oh Kingſley l thou liveſt again in 
„ thy child: he poſſeſſes not only thy exterior form, 
but the virtues of thy heart ! But I muſt tear my- 
«« ſelf from thee : I muſt go where my duty and my 

«* affeCtion call me. F418 
O do not fly thus haſtily from me,” ſaid he, 
ſmiting his breaſt. ** From the ſtory of thy unhappy 
« days, -I can learn that I am no more to call you 
% mother. I have much to ſay to you, much to aſk 
i « of you. Can I exiſt, thus deprived of all my com- 
of 4 forts at once? In the affection of Maria, before 
** the myſtery of her being my ſiſter, was revealed, 1 
% had treaſured. my happineſs. To find a mother 8 


gave me joy, but thus to loſe her for ever is diſt- 
. * raQtion. My vitals are torn away: my heart is 
« pierced with inexpreflible wo. 
Let the exigency of my affairs, and my ſituation 
« at this inſtant full of danger, plead my excuſe in 
« your boſom. Heaven be my witneſs, that at this 
„% moment, my heart throbs with tranſport at the 
« ſight of you, and feels all the affection of a mother, 
J. ſhould think myſelf honoured in having ſuch a 
«« ſon to boaſt of openly: but I am convinced you 
«, would not wiſh to detain me, when a diſcovery ſo 
« fatal to my future peace and happineſs might en- 
„% ſue.“ f | . | | 
„will not detain you a moment longer. On 
% me may all the load of this dreadful ſeparation fall. 
Maria, receiye the kiſs of a brother. So pure was 
„ my affection for you, that the tranfition is very ea- 
« fy from the fondneſs of a lover to the regard of a 
e brother. But where ſhall I meet thy like again to 
* bleſs my future days ! May that happineſs, _— 
| 21 
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P 1 have loſt; ever attend you 1—And you, my mo- 


a. cher, farewell! This . is worſe than 
4 death; the grave would hide you from my ſight, 
4 and my reaſon would tell me there was no poſſibi- 
in * lity of recalling you to life: but to have you” 
n « thus living, and debarred from receiving the to- 
g « kens of my duty and aſfection, is a continual and 
A +« perpetuat torment to mes Farewell, much ho- 


n noured parent! 1 22 2) 
„He embraced his mother and ſiſter; their tears 
„ choaked their utterance, and they retired without 
fſaying a word:*- Their carriage was waiting at the 
d cor, and they drove off without delay. hy 

Rigby remained buried in thought and overwhelm- 
ed with ſorrow, even after the chaiſe ' was gone: he 
1 WY found they had only taken a leave en paſſant of the 


r A Hillaſton's family; and therefore imagined they would 
book to him for an explanation of this ſcene. What 
* 4 ſhould he do? What ſhould he ſay ? © Sufficient were 


his own feelings to diſtreſs and aſſſict him, nor could 
be bear the thought of involving his friends in bis 
noubles. How to act, diſturbed him greatly; and 
= the. bell rang for dinner before he could determine 
in what manner to demean him, or ' recompdſe his 
agitated ſpirits; Little was ſaid duting the time of 
the repaſt: and when it was over, he gate them 
to underſtand that a diſcovery had been made by 
Mrs. Leeſon that coneerned him much; that it was 
imparted to him under the moſt binding promiſes of 
keeping it ſecret for a time; when that was elapſed 
he would impart it to them. They ſeemed ſatis- 
fied : and the old lady, ſeeing him dejected, uſed 
every argument in her power to conſole him. In 
vain did ſhe try: every object that appeared to 
him, but ſerved to remind him of his loſs, and bring 
afreſh into his memory the cauſe of his grief. It 
be walked in the garden his Maria's image met his 

x * ..- eyes 
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t es z he 7 her beaiitevus form. he beheld it 
th tradſpott, "A moment's recollection baniſhed Wl 
Mie illoon, ang he treidiecd with horror aw. the Wi 
| VWobyhrhat Scenpied his heated imaginetios, When f 
Whip do obrs im the parlotit, where the” haypſichvrd " 
Was placeth, hel fancied he heard his Marid's'voice : WM 
the Wet Tounts r tingled in his ears; und p. 25 2 
bir to bis- ſouf: but when he found himſelf i TJ 
dream, the hold bis ſiſter had gotten of his heart, 3 
ave. him the greateft torments. He would perſuade 1 
ifs Hillafton to fit down, and oblige him with a 
Pak: the laintive founds but added to his pain 1 
yet they ſoftened it, and as'ſhe ſang the big tear Wi 
Vol trickle down his check unperceived by him. 
is melancholy inereaſed every hour, and dange- Wi 
Gus might be the confequenee if it was ſuffered to 
rr on him. Frequently did he compare his ſi- il 
tuation with Hillaſton's. - <* Mine,” would he ſay, i 
vas the crime of chance: accident produced a i 
** paſſion, that had it been indulye d, would bave'filled i 
% my heart witk indeliple — Thanks, fervent 
ee thanks;" do I return to bea ven, that it was diſ. Wi 
covered fo early. I truſt, retain no other af- 
4. fection for her now than a brother ſhould for 
A ſiſter: it is erbe, cannot on a ſudden ' baniſh Wi 
46 from my remembrance. thoſe tender ideas that | BY 
+ «ſuffered to take root in my heart, and whoſe i 
growth I chetiſhed and promoted: or can it be i 
ful to! wiſh, that I may meet ſuch another i 

40 (Barc g and accompliſhed girl to blefs my future il 
-5 fe?" yet Jam not entirely guiltleſs. Have 1 
% not [armed/inþ hand againſt à fellow-creature's Wil 
. 6:64 Hfe, only to! iffure the paffion of my ſiſter to my- 
6-6 ſelf ? Perhaps at this moment he languiſhes un- 
der the wound which my raſhneſs and cruelty 4 
„ gave him: In this circumſtance I am more 
Wiretched than my unhappy friend, Whoſe fatal 
6168 " * paſſion 


— 
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OT DM RIGHT. 226 


4c; paſſion. began in his early days ; it incorporated 
« with his blood, and could only bei extinguiſhed 


244 by his dat He fell: the victim of it, after a 
nen 1. 105 land ſuceèſsleſa combat. My! ſupplications 
ord ,46ſha hourly aſcend to heaven {toi ſhield. me [from 
de: —— to endue me with. fortitude to 
ne- ſupport the woes which L may be afflicted wich, 
na that I may be withheld 3 the cbmmiſſion of 
art, WW © fo raſh and terrible an action as his: nor boldly 
ade and preſumptuouſly- of my own will; raſh into 
ha the preſenceof my creator and demand of him, 
in, Why I was rendered miſerable 2 - Submiſſon to his : 
tear eil thall influence myicondu ct: 
im. Thus did the junhappy! youth ſpend his: hours in 
ge- ſelf-accuſationi,; aud at the! ſame time endeavoured 
to to fortify his heart; with the leſſons of reſignation 
; fi- and patience; but they were ineffeQtual to oppoſe 
ay, the torrent of woes that overwhelmed him. He deter- 
d a  Inined to quit Mrs. Hillaſton's: ſhe and her daugh- 


led tet had ſtrove to diſſipate the grief which they ſaw 
ent " pteped upon him — In them he found the 
diſ. care and tenderneſs of a mother and ſiſter: but his 

heart was 490 deeply wounded, to be eaſily cured, - 
for © They did not oppoſe” his departure, but mad kim 


1th - promiſe to returd to them again ſoonn 

it | . I repeat i it to you,“ ſaid the old lady, „that 
1oſe you -are reſpected here as my child and her 
be ow brother'; come and comfort us ſometimes, and 
her receive conſolation from us, yourſelf.” | 

ure He thanked them in the moſt affeQionate terms, 
e l and aſſured them of his regard. 'promiligg; never to 
Te's | forget their kinds erte - ff 10 ae 3 
my⸗ When he returned to Cambrid ge, he could not look T 
Un- wy thoſe, places; 'whete he bad ſeen and converſed * 
elty with his unhappy. friend, without :regret. \ Theſe 
dre were eternal rem mbrances of his fituation; could he 


d ver have been inclined to forget. it. In a ſhort 
$8078: 2015249? fs al. ' bv) g20 ea 121 1, 17 1:40 Une 
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time he ſet out for Berkſhire, where he arrived with- 
out any:accident./ + ,- 1, © 
So ſeyerè were the woes he had experienced in the 
- ſmall ſpace that he had been abſent from the family, Wl 
and ſo much had they affected him, that the good 
farmer and his wife expreſſed great concern at the 
alteration that appeared in him; Their aſſiduities 
could not diſſipate his melancholy, or'reſtore him to 
His former chearful behaviour, As he ſeemed to 
court ſolitude, they indulged him. Hillaſton uſed to 
be the companion of Rigby: his name had not been 
mentioned fince the latter's arrival in the country. 
Hannah took an rtunity, when they were alone 
together, to aſk Rigby where Mr. Hillaſton was. He Wi 
ſtarted at the name, looked wiſtfully at her, then 
uttered a deep ſigh. This alarmed; her very much, 
and the could not forbear repeating her queſtion, i 
with a kind of anxiety in her countenance, — 
« Alas Y” replied Rigby, he is no more.” | 2 
The poor girl turned away, and burſt into tears. 
He was furpriſed at the fight. dach | 8 
What can affect you ſo much, my dear Hannah, 
4 in the account of his death, as to cauſe theſe Wi 
„ Qught not I to lament the death of a man who 
« proved himſelf ſo good a friend to me ?” BY 
He permitted this concern in her to be ſcreened Wl 
under the name of friendſhip ; but his heart ſeemed 
to give it a tenderer title: He judged from his own 
feelin K ee = | 1 
Wilkins could not behold Rigby's dejection with- 
out uneaſineſs. On the fourth day after his arrival, 
© when they were by themſelves,” he addreſſed him: 
ll ] afſure you, my dear 5 cannot bear 
© to ſee you ſo low- ſpirited and melancholy. I have 
' © ever looked upon you as my ſon, and have neatly, 
' 6 as great an affection for you. Inform me then, 
* what it is that has cauſed this alteration in ons 
« and 


TOM RIGBY. r 


* and what affects you thus. Is it my refuſal to ſa- 


„ tisfy your curioſty 2” e | 
the Wl „Oh, would to God yon had: then I ſhould not 
ily, WF <© have been the wretch l am now !” K 

ood RE < What is che matter ?“ ſaid the affrighted old 

the BW man. | We 

ties WG Know, that I have ſeen my mother; and by 
to WH © that means only was prevented from marrying my 

to ** fifter : theſe are the conſequences of your ſilence.“ 
I to « Oh heaven !” ſaid he, lifting up his eyes, and 
cen RN clapping his hands together, in an agony of ter- 

try. © ror, © What horror } Oh that Þ had broke 
one through all obligations to have informed you of 
He the truth of the matter! What numberleſs evils - 


. * does one falſhood. occaſion ! Let me intreat you: 
ch, a to forgive me, my dear child: but I had been? 
on,  ** bound in fo folemn @ manner to conceal this cir-- 
— = * cumftance, that it would have been a crime that 
„I never could have forgiven myſelf, had I broke 
urs, my promiſe.” | | 


Rigby aſſured bim that he forgave him; and at- 


ah, the ſame time applauded his fidelity and reſolution 
eſe 8 in 2 ſecret. He then opened and related 
the whole affair to him. The good old man under- 


ho vent many «qe during the narrative, and wept 

very plentrfully. | - 

wonder not,” ſaid Rigby, © at your emotions: 
the thought of the horrid crime F was fo near 
« committing, is enough to terrify any body. My 
«© reaſon and the goodneſs of God have contributed 


he to my cure; but I cannot avoid lamenting the 
al, , lofsof fo amiable a girl as Maria: from thence 
n: my melancholy proceeds, and that alteration in 


* me which I have now acquainted you with the 
„ cauſe of.” < EE 
Wilkins endeavoured to conſole him, by bidding 
| him look out for ſomebody elſe to ſupply * 

N 18 Place 
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place in his heart. The other told him, that time 
alone could work the cure; but at preſent he could 
r not think of any fuch thing. e ene 
When he found himſelf a little more compoſed, 
he rode'over to Mr. Wilcox's, « He was abſent from 
home; but his wife received her friend with plea- 
ſure: yet it was much damped,” by the great change 
ſhe ſaw in him. After the moſt affectionate -enqui- 
ries about his health „which ſhe ſeemed to fear way 
but bad, and to which he returned equivocal an- 
* he aſked after her huſband and eouſin. 
| PRE Indeed; »' ſaid ſhe, Lydia is in a very Poor 
% way > ſhe! ems to; ben in decline. No remedy 
„ can be found for her diſorder: a total want bf 
_ «© ſpirits, an irremoveable melancholy, a careleſſneſs 
«of herſelf<-and every thing about her: the affect Wl 
<< ſolitude,” and ſhe often burſts into teats without 
en a viſible cauſe. Her phyſicians have adviſed a 
change of air and ſituation for her z which there 
1700/06" nF"; poſſibility of inducing her to comply with, Wl 
ehe goes no where but to her 'own' houſe 3 and 
4 that ſeems only to inereaſe her dejection: for | Bi 
obſerve ſhe is always worſe when ſhe returns, 
% You and ſhie are only fir ompany for each other ; 
for yowlook much ale e eee eee 
She had ſcarce uttered theſe word; akon Miſs 
Bennet came into the room. If ſhe was ſurprized 
to ſee Rigby; he was not leſs affected at the ſighr of 
her. Her face was pale and wan; her whole frame 
was emaciated ; her eyes, -whoſe luſtre was a little 
een {till retained their ſweetneſs and benignity ; 
her / countenance retained: its ſenſibility:c: and this 
great alteration in her, only ſeemed to have increaſ- 
ed the delicacy of her ſhape and face. But the 
languor and dejection that appeared ſo viſible i 
both, alarmed the heart of the compaſſionate, the 
banane Rigby. | Every tender ſenſation i in his com- 
$5447 : poſition 
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poſition aroſe in her behalf: they ſpoke in his eyes; 

2utd p they were viſible in his countenance. As the refract- 
ed rays of the fun, juſt ſunk betow the horizon, 

(ed, inges the drooping head of the fair lily, bent by 


om heavy ſhowers,. with a faint red: ſo weak, fo faint 
ea - was the bluſh that overſpread the pallid cheek of the ; 


languid Lydia, when Rigby roſe at her entrance. 
lui. Her almoſt exhaufted ſpirits were ſet in motion by 
the fight of him; and gentle as that was, yet it was 

galmoſt too powerful for her to ſupport. She found it 
neeeſſary to repoſe herſelf in a chair that was near 
her: and Mrs. Wilcox offered her- ef drops to - 


dy revive her, before'ſhe could anſwer Rihy? enquiries * 
of after her health. She made ſome ſlight Sonmptains 
iels of indiſpoſition; and remarked, at the ſame; that ſhe - 


ets was afraid he had ſome rea ſon to complain likewiſe, 
out if the could judge from the alteration ſhe perceiy- - 
da cd in him, of a bad ſtate of health. He : replied, | 
ere he had been ill, but was then much better. The 


ith, BW converſation took z general turn; and Miſs Bennet 
and bore her ſhare in it az well as her weakneſs would 
or permit her. It was far from iprightly ; but it was 
rns. ſentimental and refined, Mrs. Wilcox perceived that 

er ; Lydia was much pleaſed at finding Rigby there; 


and that ſhe exerted herſelf very much. She 
thought ſhe ſaw a ſoftneſs and expreſſive compaſſion + + 
in Rigby's eyes, in his. voice, in his manner, that 
indicated the feelings of his heart. She judged that 
His malady aroſe not from the illneſs of the body, 


rtle but the mind. The more ſhe obſerved him the 
y ; greater reaſon ſhe: had to maintain that opinion.“ 
this If that is the caſe,” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, © my 
al amiable . ccuſin may perhaps cure him, 

the | He was preſſed to ſtay to dinner: he complied,” 
in and ſpent the evening with the wo ladies. When 
the he took his leave, Mrs. Wilcox intreated him to 
m- call on them ſoon again; and indeed appointed the 


” we 
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next day but one. He promiſed to attend them, 4 
and departed” He found himſelf very happy” from 
that day's employment. - =_ # 

« P6or young Lady l' ſaid he to himſelf ; . ber Wi 


father's death has much affected her. She is Wi 
++ moſt deſerving of pity. How much is ſhe altered! 
yet ſheflifl retains a great ſhare of beauty. Bu Wi 

f 


it is like that which we imagine ſpirits poſſeſs : Wl 
| « for there appears nothing corporeal about her. 
i „ Sure, if my attempts to conſole or amuſe her, will il 
| * be attended with any ſucceſs; I will readily devote 
| % my time and ſervice to her.” * 
| Softened with his own diſtreſs, though at all times Wl 
bi the child of compaſſion, yet at that moment was f 
| Rigby more ſenfible of affliction, and the danger of 
5 her ſituntion, tlian he would have been at any other WW. 
| : time. He was not ignorant of the prepoſſeſſion ſhe Wl 
| had in favour of him; bat he determined never to ⁵ 
| let the leaſt hint of his being acquainted with it eſ- Wl 
kape his _ nor did he; in reality, plume himſelf 
upon it; though ſhe was far from being difagreea- 
ble to him; and even though he felt a degree of 
ain ariſing from the reflection on her illneſs; yet he 
— not: his heart had not intirely ſhaken off its Wl 
former chains ; and, inſtead of the fierce paſſion it 
burned with before, now entertained the moſt ten- 
der friendſhip for the gentle Lydia. She could not Y 
refrain from imparting the ſenſations of her heart to 
her couſin, Pleaſed as ſhe was at the ſight of hin 
whoſe image engroſſed her ideas, yet the was un- 
eaſy at the alteration that appeared in him. From 
the firſt time that her couſin had made a difcovery 
of her ſentiments; though ſhe often talked favoura- 
bly of him, yet ſhe ever reſtrained herſelf from re- 
vealing the great affection ſhe had conceived for 
him. She could not bring herſelf to confeſs the 
extent of her paſſion : and 4 it in ſilenee in her 
doſom, ſaw her approaching diſſolution 9 
4 | read ; 
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reliſh. | 
This interview rouſed her almoſt expiring ſpirits; 


ed! 1 Mrs. Wilcox ſaw the effect it had upon her, and wiſh- 
Bu: d to have from her own mouth what ſhe thought 
: . of Rigby. They talked of him after his departure 2 
er nd Lydia acknowledged the pain ſhe felt at the 
v1 bpaleneſs of his looks, and the melancholy that ap- 
ote peared in his countenance. | 

Perhaps.“ faid Mrs. Wilcox,“ he has been 
ne; croſſed in love 


Then he need have no greater misfortune,” ſaid 
9 me with a ſigh. | i 
il have knowa the torments of a ſlighted paſ- 
( fon, Lydia.” 2 
=. © Thy are inſupportable !” | 
„ Yet, my dear Lydia, there are hopes.“ | 
Not the on, land. he, the yo of ſorrow trick · 
= ling gently down her face“ I ſee m — — 
=: * — and the ſilent grave will — mo 
and bury my misfortunes at once.” 
„Ms. Wilcox was greatly affected with this. 
. WS ſpeech © it was: more than ever ſhe had faid before 3. 
and the weak ſtate of her body rendering her leſs able 
o ſupport the confticts of the mind, made her an 
Wy object worthy. pity. The tears ſtill continued to 
pace one another down Lydia's woe-worn cheek, 
= Mr. Wilcox could not refrain from accompanying 
ber: but ſhe endeavoured to comfort her, by aſſur - 
ing her, ſhe had ſome reaſon to believe that Rigby 
= was not inſenſible to her charms ; that ſhe had ob- 
ferved his eyes almoſt conſtantly directed towards 
her, and that they expreffed. the greateſt tenderneſs 
and pity. With theſe and other conſolatory argu- 
ments did ſhe ſtrive to combat Lydia's afflition till 
the retired to reſt. The next day ſhe continually 
talked of him. ; and the day that he was appointed 
a | ns 
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to- viſit them the roſe very early, and was dreſſed 

ready to receive him, long before the hour that he 

| was expected to come. Mrs. Wilcox ſmiled in ſe- 
i Eret at her uneaſineſs, the impatience the expreſl. 
ed, and rejoiced at the amendment of her | ſpirits, 
He came at length; and Lydia's tell-tale- eyes re: 
vealed the pleaſure the felt at the ſight of him whom 
her heart loved. Rigby had determined in his own 
breaſt, in what manner to demean himtelf to the fair 
invalid. He was all attention and tenderneſs; hiz 
voice was tuned- to the ſofteſt accents ; the moſt 
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* ' ſoothing words were ſelected to ' pleaſe her ear. 
= © They funk deep in her ſoul, and encreaſed her pa- 
1 fon, at the moment they gave her the greateſt de- 

dl Agne CLE ND ISLES 0H ROMs HO SIES. 

1 While Rigby was thus affording conſolation t6 


the afflicted Lydia, it returned on himſelf in the grea- Wl 
teſt degree. The complacent manner in which ſhe 
received bis civilities; aud the notice ſhe took o 
them, rejoiced his heart, and gratified his huma- Wl 
nity. He was happy in ſeeing thar he ſucceeded it 
his attemp's to amuſe her grief; and his endeavours Wl 

to do it made him-forget his own: Marg: Wilcox ſaw 
the effect this behaviour had upon her 'couſin with 
the greateff pleaſurmmeee. ½ 
L Rigby had declared that he ſhould: ſtay fot 
me time in the country, he was preſſed tô viſt Wi 
them frequently, eſpecially as Mr. Wilcox was now Ml 
ſo much abroad and bufied in the ſettlement of Mis I 
Bennet's affairs, being made an executor to her fa- 
ther's will. Rigby found t is invitation very agreea - 
ble, and, in a ſhort time, really neceſſary to his hap- 
pineſs. Miſs Bennet had imperceptibly-ſlid into the 
place which Maria had formerh held in his heart. 
As the friend ſhip he profeſſed to have for that charm- 
ing young lady encreaſed in tenderneſs, he began 
to doubt tne account which Mrs. Wilcox had uo 
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Ned nm of her regard for him. He could not think of 
WW aſking her to verify it; but he felt himſelf very uneaſy 
about it There is nothing more dangerous for a 
refl. man of ſenſibility, whoſe heart has been once at- 
rits, tached by tender ties, which have been broken 
ca ſunder by any accident, than to fall ipto the boſon 
om of an amiable woman of a tender diſpoſition. In- 
_ ſte:d of healing the former wounds, ſhe makes them 
fait bleed afreſh ; and an heart once conquered, is eaſily 
ſubdued a ſecond time. In this ſituation was Rigby, 
nol and truly unhappy he was; for he could not avoid 
ear, reflecting that his character would inevitably ſuffer 
J in the opinion of the world, who would ſuppoſe that 
de- be attached himſelf to this young lady merely for the 
faxe of her fortune, which was fo much beyond his 
= hopes or expectation. But the pleaſure be felt in 
her company ſtifled theſe remonſtrances, and he be- 
came more enamoured every day he ſaw ber. His 
= viſits had been very frequent, and always well re- 
: BY ceived. Mr. Wilcox had ſeen him at his houſe; ſoon 
after his arrival in the country, and continued to ex- 
_ preſs a great regard for him. Miſs Bennet was then 
very ill. He teturned to London. In the mean time 
Rigby ſaw Lydia almoſt every day, and ſoon became 
very intimate with her. Mrs. Wilcox left them 
alone, whenever ſhe could find an opportunity of 
abſenting herſelf; and her couſin never complained 
of, or perceived the want, of her; Lydia recovers - 
ed her ſpirits and her health amazingly every day: 
her eyes reſumed their luſtre, her cheeks began to 
revive their long-loſt bloom. She could not recover 
her plumpneſs; but ſhe! mended fo' faſt, that her 
health appeared to be almoſt” re- eſtabſiſhec Rigby 
had loſt the melancholy and gloom that bung over 
His countenance. He degan to be chearfuf and 
ſprigbily again ; and the many marks of eſteem 
which he daily received from Mils Bennet, helped to 
inſpire him with joy. | _ 
| At: 


_. - pleaſing to him'to ſee her ſo much reeovered in the 
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At this period Wilcox returned from London 
Nothing could equal the ſurprize he expreſſed at the 
great change in Miſs Bennet's health; but he did i 
not rejoice at it internally, though he could not 
help ſaying ſo in public. Her ſituation was really i 
dangerous. When he left her, the phyſicians de- 
Elared they had no hopes of her recovery, unleſs ſhe Wl 
would conſent to a change of air. This ſhe would Wi 
not do; nor did Wilcox uſe many arguments to per- 
fuade her to it; for, had ſhe died, which there was Wl 
- every probability of, he would have inherited his Wl 
uncle's eſtate ; which, it muſt be confeſſed he had 
a great affection for. It was not therefore very WW: 


.." ſpace. of fix weeks or a month, when he had already il 
enjoyed her fortune in imagination, and was very Wl 
ready and willing to do it in reality. This change 
lie very juſtly concluded muſt be cauſed by ſome Wl 
thing which he had then no notion of, but which he 
determined to find out; and ſhould it be neceſfary 
to be removed, he ſaw no good reaſon why it ought Þ 

Hor. - ; 
- The artleſs and natural behaviour of the innocent 
Lydia ſoon let him into the ſecret ; and he found 
that Rigby was the phyſician who had effected thi 

eure. It was more than he could well bear, To be 
deprived of that eſtate by him, and to ſee him going 
to enjoy it, was a triumph not to be tolerated. It 
ſung him to the heart, and hie could not reſtrain 
Kis temper in conformity to the dictates of his pru- 
' - dence; but behaved ſo very cool and diſtant to Rigby 
that Lydia and his wife both perceived it. He 
would have inſulted him if he-had dared, but he was 
- acquainted with his refolution ; and though he could 
not effect his purpoſe by forge, yet he might by ar- 
tifice. The lion is allured into the tolls _ the 
alephant is enticed into the pir; The unſu 440 
n | , | ' Kon 
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pneſty of the brave man cannot deſcend to the 


machinations of the villain. 
When Wilcox ſaw how matters ſtood, he went 


" 3 again to London. He was ſecure that no ſtep could 
ve taken to his prejudice, for Lydia was not yet of 
mg ge, though ſhe wanted but a few months of it; and 


ie had power to prevent her marriage till then. He 
uld merefore left them to amuſe themſelves a little lon- 
ger. Rigby was uneaſy at this alteration in Wilcox's 
behaviour to him: he knew that he had given him 


Sreaſon. He thought, perhaps, that he might take 


er > wm 1 
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in his abſence, and might have conceived fome ſuſ- 
picions of his wife It was diſagreeable io him to 
be treated with coolneſs ; and though, painful as it 
was to him to ſtay away from his Lydia, yet he de- 


ed in the country, which he did for three days. 


fed her ſurprize to Mrs. Wilcox at Mr. Rigby's ab- 
ſence. Wilcox overheard her.“ I think he has 


of * 
1 


- 
a... >” 8 r Frm 
n 


and 1 ſhall never forget the obligations | am under 


Nor I neither,” ſaid he interrupting her ; * they 


8 % N 
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« them, and therefore do not deſire to ſee him.” 
«« Then, Sir, I will remove to my own houſe, 
'* where I ſhall be at liberty to ſee whom I pleaſe.” 
This was a ſtep that he did not defire ſhe ſhould 


and made many apologies, declaring he only jeſted 
that Rigby was a very worthy Joung man, and that 
he eſteemed him very much. pu ſeemed paciſied, 
and no more was ſaid of it. No Rigby appeared that 


.” ” 
* 9 tt 8 ol * * 5 7 Tſp 
Pr 


o offence, and therefore could not even gueis at the 


umbrage at the frequent viſits he made to his houſe” 


termined to do it, at leaſt while Mr. Wilcox remain- 


The third day Miſs Bennet very innocently expreſ- | 


« been here often enough lately,” ſaid he, ſneering. 
Lydia bluſhed with ſhame and anger.—** I have. 
« a right to ſee my friends here, Sir,” returned ſhe 3 


* to Mr. Rigby.” T“ "tt 


% are fo great and ſo many, that I cannot return 


take by any means. He therefore drew in his horns, 


day, 
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day, and Miſs Bennet could not conceal her uneafi. 
| neſs. 3 8 
Early in the fourth morning Wilcox ſet off for 
| London, and the ladies ſent their compliments to 
1 Rigby, to know if he was well, fearing ſomething WM 
ailed him, not having ſeen him ſo long. He learned 
from the ſervant, that Mr. Wilcox was departed , 
and returned his compliments, with a promiſe to pay i 
| his reſpects to them that afternoon. Mits Bennet, who WR 
8 was better acquainted with Wilcox's notions and i 
- .temper than Rigby, and had but a poor opinion of 
him, from ſome late tranſaQtions which ſhe had ſeen, i 
but which {he concealed from his wife's knowledge, 
whom lhe loved and eſteemed, almoſt dived to the 
bottom of Wilcox's intentions, in withing to debar 
Rigby from viſiting her. 1. 
Timidd as her natural diſpoſition was, and though 
poſſeſſed of the greateſt gentleneſs and complacency, 
yet ſhe could not think of giving up the happineſs of 
her life, to pleaſe the caprice or avarice of her cou- Wi 
ſin; and ſhe determined to exert herſelf” on this 
occaſion, whenever ſhe ſhould find it neceſſary : but 
2 ſhe could not, with any propriety, reveal or impart i 
her ſuſpicions or deſigns to Mrs. Wilcox ;; and keep- 
ing them in her own boſom, was diſagreeable and 
diſtreſſing. Theſe thoughts made her very melan- 
choly, and Rigby perceived it when he came in the 
evening, according to promiſe, He excuſed his ab- 
ſence on account of ſome buſineſs he ſaid he was en- 
gazed in, and concealed the real Cauſe, on Mrs, 
_ Wilcox's account, whom he eſteemed very much. 
But it made him truly unhappy to ſee Lydia relap- 
ſing into the ſtate of melancholy and dejection from 
_which' he began to form the moſt ſanguine hopes 
chat ſhe was recovering. His attention and afſidui- iſ 
ties were not wanting to remove it. She was extreme- 
ly well pleaſed at this mark of his regard: and i 
| Ke IS gratified 
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rether in the tendereſt manner. 'Thereiore the en- 
WT ouraged their paſſion, and gave them every oppor- 
WWunity. of enjoying their private converſation without 
ierruption. n | 
= Lydia told Rigby ſhe hoped he would come and 
ee them ſoon again; that as he was the only perſon 
A hey {aw in that ſolitude, it would be cruel in him to 
ty away from them. He promiſed to return the 
ert day. The ſpring was approaching, and the gen- 
e Lydia was now able to walk abroad when the 
Weather permitted. She found exerciſe improved 
her health, and frequently took ſhort walks in the 
garden, on fine days, in Rigby's company, who al- 
ways had the happineſs. of ſupporting her. Fre- 
quently would he retain her trembling hand in his, 


ad often preſs it, without teſiſtance, to his lips. 


Ein bt Soor 


4 friend, and I am ſure I want one.” 
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HES E hitle gallantries were not difpleaſing AR. 
1 to Lydia, and Rigby received a degree k 5 
happineſs from being allowed to exerciſe them. 
"The touch thrilled to his heart, which was melte(f 
with the tendereſt, the ſofteſt ſenſations.—** Charm- 
ing Miſs Bennet,” faid he, as he was walking along 
with her one day, her fair arm entwined in his iſ 
„ how happy am I to ſee you ſo much recovered, 
4 andſo well able to bleſs me with your company !” 
„Les, thank God,” replied the with a figh, 
% ] am much better than have been.” | 
_ « But,” ſaid he, 1 am afraid you are not ſo 
<< well as you were: I ſee a gloom in your coun-M 
©< tenince ; you are oppreſſed with melancholy | 
% J obſerve frequent fighs heave your boſom; 1 
<< dread a return of your illneſs, which had nearly 
% been ſo fatal to you. Forgive my thus intereſting. 
4 myſelf in your affairs, but aſſure yourſelf tha 
„ nothing is more dear to me than your welfare.” 
% have no reaſon to doubt it, Mr. Rigby; youll 
c behaviour has convinced me that you are my _ 
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Small is my power, and trifling are the ſer - 
«< vices that I can render to you; but, ſuch as they 
% are, make me happy by commanding them; 
„ depending on this, that my heart is totally devo- W 

4 ted to you, and that it is too honeſt and ſincere M 
4 to make any profeſſions that it means not to per- 

form and adhere to.” | 
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ne topped. Lydia hung down her head, and re- 
ained filent “ You doubt me then, Lydia, and I 
= am wretched. If you diſbelieve my aſſurances, 
of friendſhip, in what manner would you- have 
WW treated me, had I been hardy enough to have 
revealed the favourite paſſion, of my heart. I am 


th me; for ſure, of all the torments that can afflict 


ehe human breaſt, thoſe ariſing from ſighted 
. love are the moſt fierce and poignant,” T“ 
tei This was touching the tendereſt firing in Lydia's 
rm. hole compoſition. | This was a ſubject that was 
* A eareſt her heart. It was a converſation ſhe had 
hy og wiſhed in ſecret to be engaged in with Rigby 1 
err et, ſo violent were her agitations at his mentioning 
= is paſſion, that ſhe could ſcarcely ſtand. Her arm 
figh rembled fo that he could not avoid perceiving it. 
' 


Y he found ſhe was much affected. Some trees that 

bad been lately felled lay near the road fide ; to theſe, 
ie conducted her in filence, for he thought the want 
cd to fit down. She ſeated herſelf, and he placed him+, 


eit cloſe to her. Rigby was in a "ſtate of torment,, 
22 atthat moment, which would have inducedhisamiable, 
: 13 Pp" iſtreſs to have pitied him, had ſhe not been gtherwiſe 
os yell inclined to it. Rapid was the ſucceſhon-© 
ou difagreeable ideas in his brain. Till that moment 


in which he dreaded her anſwer, he never knew how, 
much he loved her. The virtues of the charming, 
maid, united with great perſona! beauty; her ſitua- 
tion, which encreaſed her delicacy and tenderneſs, 


much firmer footing in his heart than he was aware 
of. His fears leſt he had offended her, when he ſaw 
her thus affected, were augmented, and he knew not 
what to do—“ J am miſerable, Miſs Bennet,” ſaid 
be: © whether your preſent uneaſineſs ariſes from 
7 BS « jllneſs 
* E 


bei maſter of chat ſecret, and it ſhall diewith = 


pat to attribute her emotions to be knew not; but 


awakened the humanity of her lover, and had got a 
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4, illneſs, or, which I dread more; from yaur anger 
at my raſhneſs, in either ſituation I am wretched, 
«© Great though my offence has been, yet I will rely 
« on your goodneſs for pardon; and let me be ſo Wl 
4. Happy as to obtain it, on promiſing never to tranſ- Wi 

re 


| « greſs in like manner again.“ + A 
"Pie pauſed—Still ſhe found hei ſelf unable to ſpeak, Wl 

| A. variety of conflicting paſſions tied up her tongue. 

. _ Her joy at hearing theſe ſounds from the lips of the 


man ſhe had formerly ſighed for, rendered her inca- WW 
pable of ſpeaking. Her mantling blood roſe in her Wl 
Cheeks, her palpitating heart throbbed in her agitat- Wl 
ed boſom 5 but ſhe cquld not ſpeak —“ In what 
«© manner, Miſs Bennet, am I to conſtrue this filence? Wi 
% But while it permits me to acquaint; you with Wl 
„% my love, I will bleſs it. Ves, adorable Lydia, 1 
* Jove. ; my paſſion is rooted ſo deeply in my heart, 
<« the one muſt be torn away before the other is Wl 
4, eradicated. I have now informed you of my pre- 
« "ſumptuous hopes; I tremble at the repulſe they 
6% deſerve, and, I fear, will meet with, from you, 
t The wretched mariner views not the ſky, black 
«with impending tempeſts, with more horror than 
% do your brow, expecting every inſtant my merit- 
« ed fate. Dreadful-ſtate ! When you will neither 
I permit me to be your friend nor your lover.“ 
Ihe melancholy tone in which he uttered theſe 
words penetrated to her heart. aſſure you, Mr. 
«Rigby, I ſhall eſteem myſelf honoured in your 
4 friendſhip.” 2 5 
And to that alone I will confine myſelf, At 
« humble diſtance will I remain, and pray for that 
« ſucceſs and happineſs to attend your life, which! 
do fincerely'wiſh you. Your friend, your aſſured 
e' friend, Iwill remain; and ſhall deem it the honour 
and happineſs of my life to be allowed that title. But 
«© though I have dared to cheriſh tenderer pane 
| | NT 4% ror 
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4 for you, permit me to affirm to you, in the moſt 


« ſolemn manner, that it is got your fortune, or 
rank in life, io much ſuperior to mine, that has 


8 ? 


ever influenced me. My heart is ſuperior to all 
( fach conſiderations. I loved you, abſtracted from 
every lucrative view. You have preſcribed 
bounds to my hopes, and I will endeayour to con- 
„fine myſelf within them. I will check my defires, 
I will reſtrain my paſſions, but I cannot forget ; 
© and, whilſt remembrance lives, I muſt be wretch- 
ed.“ | 
] never entertained an opinion of you that took 
= away from your merit, Mr. Rigby; I ever thought | 
you worthy of my greateſt eſteem.” — 
= *© I confeſs myſelf highly honoured by your ap- | 
probation of me; yet, do not you act cruelly by 
me? Iamyet in ſuſpenſe ; a ſtate more dreadful 
* than the moſt melancholy certainty. Why d 
= you, with a miſplaced humanity, delay giving ne 
the anſwer that will put an end to my hopes ? O 
will you permit me to cheriſh them? At one mo- 
ment my anxious heart ſwells with rapture, at 
another it is depreſſed with grief. Eaſe it, T-be- -- 
ſeech you. Tell me, lovely Lydia, tell me, is it 
poſſible for you to caſt an eye of favour on one ſo 
much beneath you ? Am I not defpicable and 
« wretched ?” - 5 r 
ou judge too hardly of yourſelf, Sir; mA 
(levels diſtinctions, and regard is ignorant of them, 
What will you have me ſay to quiet your tumults? 
I want that caſe to mine. I will acquaint you 
Vith my ſentiments ; reſerve will be injurious, ani 
but lower me in the opinion of a man of honour. -* 
Such Leſteem you, Mr. Rigby; and I will be in- 
e genuous enough to aſſure you, a matter I believe _ *-: 


ict. 
1 


& that your penetration made you acquainted with . © 
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* long ago, that your profeſſions of eſteem for me 
are very agreeable. | ; 
* No,” ſaid he, interrupting her, Tam not vain Wl 
<< enough for that. Though, through your com- 
4% placence, I have enjoyed the honour of an inti- Wil 
macy, with you, yet never did I imagine what! 
| withed to be true. But allow me to aſſure you WY; 

of my unalterable, my inviolable affection ; and Wi 
receive the tribute of an heart that is unalienably 

| - yours.” #* | 3 
| As he ſpoke he fell on his knees before her, and r 
| ſeizing her tremulous hand, preſſed it to his fervid i 
lips.—** Riſe, Mr. Rigby,” ſaid ſhe ; ©** ſuch humi- or 
«+ lation becomes not the perſon whom I have made Wl or 
this declaration to; riſe, I pray you. This may WW 
4% beſpeak your regard for me, and my vanity may WW at 
4% be flattered by it, but I cannot allow eit in the de 
4* man I have thus diſtinguiſhed.” = cl 
Let me ever be thus happy, thus bleſſed, by a 
4 ſuch a favourable diſtinction. Let a ſeries of ac- n 
tions, worthy your regard, more properly, more Wl tt 
<< effectually ſpeak for me. In this manner only do b. 
i with to make my love known.” e. 
fAnd in that manner T wiſh to receive it.” = 0 
Lydia grew more confident from the aſſurances v 
of her lover's virtuous paſſion ; aſſurances which ſhe WW ir 
longed to hear, and was infinitely pleaſed to know. WW i: 
She was ready to believe them; but in what manner Wl fi 
cs inform him of her ſentiments ſhe knew not. Tool 

great a forwardneſs would have diſguſted him as Wil 
much as too gant a reſerve might unhappily have Wi 
repreſſed his flame, and ſmothered, though not ex- 
tinguiſhed it. She ſaw her delicate paſſion reflected 
in bim; and ſeeing, rejoiced in it. But could the at i 
once indulge the prepoſſeſſion of her heart ? Could 
me tell him that her life, her happineſs, ſolely de- 


pended on him ? It was impoſſible, and it would 
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have been imprudent, to have done it at once. Her 
future behaviour would ſufficiently convince him of 
ner regard. Hers was a nice part to play, with the 
WP tendereſt paſſions oppoſing her modeſty and reſerve. 
Her prudence and diſcretion triumphed over love. 
she gave him room to hope every thing; and reſtrain- 
WW ing her own fondneſs, alſo kept his tranſports 
= within due bounds. 
She was now ſufficiently recovered to be able to 
proceed on their walk, and they turned homewards. 
bis diſcovery made them both happy. Rigby 
could talk of his paſſion to his charming Lydia with- 
out reſtraint, and ſhe could liſten to his vows with- 
ide out fear. Many interviews ſucceeded to this, before 
a7 he informed him of her affection for him; and he 
a attained that knowledge imperceptibly, and by flow 
the degrees. As the tun with regular and gradual ſteps 
= climbs the vaſt expanſe of heaven, difpelling the fogs 
by and miſts that obſcure: his rays, till he obtains me- 
ac-nidian brightneſs ; ſo did the gentle Lydia drive away 
ore thoſe doubts and fears from Rigby's heart, till the 
do bright noon of virtuous love ſhone on the enraptur- 
ed couple. Happy were your hours then, children 
of innocence ; bliſsful were your moments, ſacred to 
ces virtue and to love. Content and peace walked hand 
the Bl in hand with you; the roſes of delight were ſpread 
OW. in your paths, and the thorns of guilt were not to be 
ner found amongſt them. Y - 
00 Mrs. Wilcox perceived the footing on which our 
as lovers now were. Female modeſty prevented Lydia 
ave Bl from telling her couſin of her ſituation, who took an 
opportunity of being even with her for ſuch '\unne-* - - i847 
Wy cefſary reſerve ; and commending her choice ff 
© Rigby while he was preſent wiſhed them every hap=; -- 
_ together that mutual love could give them.. ae 
-ydia's face was overſpread with bluſhes, and her” © 
eyes ſeemed to reproach! her for unkindneſs, in thus 
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talking of what was nevertheleſs no ſecret. Bleſ. 


ſed in each other, the enamoured pair ſought for no 
foreign pleaſure, when they found every thing in 


their own breaſts that could contribute to their hap- 
pineſs. | 5 | TS 

While they ſpent their hours in joy, grief and af- 
fliction preyed on the hapleſs Hannah Wilkins. The 
paſſion which her ſhame prevented indulging in the 
life-time of the man ſhe adored; now was let looſe : 
She nouriſhed the fatal, the hopeleſs flame-: and ſhe 
revered Hillaſton's memory with as much devotion as 
the moſt zealous bigot worſhips the relicks of ſome 
legendary faint. Her whole. ſoul was engroſſed 
with his beloved idea, On the good qualities of 
bis heart ſhe grounded her love ; his virtues were 
always uppermoſt in her thoughts ; on them her 
mind ran by day, and his image retnrned to her 
dreams at night.— I am very unhappy, and I can- 
4% not relieve myſelf.” Thus would ſhe complain in 
ſecret. I perceive my folly, and I know the fruit- 
„ lefſneſs of my tears; but I cannot ſufficiently 
„ lament the loſs of a man who was ſo dear to me. 
% J will imitate his virtues, I will follow his ex- 
« ample. The leſſons his friendſhip taught me 1 
© have treaſured up in my memory, and never ſhall 

they be forgotten by me. Happy ſhould I have 
„ been if he had lived; and if he had, it is not on 
e me he would have placed his affections. In every 
„ way I ſhould have been miſerable.” 

_ Unavailing as her lamentations were, yet they 
were not huſhed ; and though her tears flowed in 
© vain, yet were 42 not dried up. Her father and 

mother perceived the great change in their daugh- 
ter, and were totally at a loſs to account for it. 
Her colour was gone, her ſprightlineſs vaniſhed, 
and melancholy and dejection aſſumed its place. 


Frequent enquiries did they make concerniag her 


health : 
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health: and ever did mne aß. them by faying, 
Nothing ailed her. They grieved at her obſtinate 
filence, which would not allow her to point out 
to them the means of cure. Rigby noticed the 
change in her, and was very ſorry for it; and was, 
in reality, as much at a loſs to account for the cauſe 
of it, as the reſt of the family. However, he imag+ 
ined he could give a better gueſs at it than they 
could, who were not witneſſes to the tte 12 
diſcovered at the account of Hillaſton's death. 
thought. by finding this matter out, it might be p of 
ſible to remove the ground of Hannah's anieali6el 
whom, having been bred up with, he regarded as a 


ſiſter. He refolved to try to uuru vel this myſtery.— 


« You are melancholy, Hannah,” ſaid he to her 
one afternoon, come and take a walk with me.” 
She conſented, and he led her unſuſpecting towards 
the wood Where Hillaſton had rendered her ſuch 
ſignal ſervice. With agreeable chat he beguiled the 
way, and before ſhe could recollect herſelf, ſhe: 
found that ſhe was at the memorable ſpot. Every 
tender paſſion was encreaſed in Hannah's breaſt. 
Rigby ſtopped, and looking wiſtfully at her, aſked, 
** Is not this the place where my poor friend aimed 


« himſelf in defence of virtue and honour, "againſt 


*« villainy and force? / 
Iltis,“ replied the ereus Hannah, with 2 
faultering voice. 

Poor Hillaſton ! thou vert truly worthy. 1 
« think I ſee thee now.“ 

Where, for heaven's ale l exclaimed the ter- 
rified maid. T ſhall die with fear.“ 

„Fear not, my dear Hannah; I only meant bis 
“ "virtues were ever preſent to me, and my fancy 
repreſents his image as when alive. Was be not 
% worthy man, Hannah?“ 

Indeed he was,“ replied the, „e e Gala de 
filent tear trickling down her pallid cheek. 
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I affure you, Hannah, I lament him very much ; 
« and. highly. as I thought of him before, his gene- 
5* rofity to you encreaſed my good opinion of 
=" him.” | . ; | | i ; | 
I ſhall never forget his goodneſs, Mr. Rigby.” 
. She ſobbed as ſhe ſpoke, her voice was hard'y 
_ articulate. He looked attentively at her: ſhe bluſh- 
ed, and turned from him.“ Your good-nature, 
Hannah, is truly commendable ; but tell me, my 
dear girl, is it only for a friend you grieve in this 
manner? Hillaſton deſeryed. your regard, and 
cannot blame your affliction.” 
„ By what means,” ſaid ſhe, ** have you thus 
© learned what I was moſt anxious to hide from the 
„World ? Tell me, Mr. Rigby, have I ſaid or done 
© any thing that would lead to a diſcovery of my 
“ ſentiments ? I ſhall die with ſhame, if I have, 
1 28 more be able to ſhew my face.“ 
No, indeed, you never did: but I have long 
ſuſpected this to be the cauſe of your.unhap- 
pine ſs. I am your ſincere friend, Hannah. My 
q = is ſuſceptible of pity : inform me of your 
| © gilefs, and receive every conſolation in my power 
to give you, * b OUTING 
Iwill impart every thing to you : I know you. 
are good, very good, and will pity me, There 
is nothing F ſhould be aſhamed of, for I have not 
5 been guilty ; yet it is mortifying to expoſe my 
« weakneſs. But the object of my wiſhes is num- 
„% bered with the dead, and in the gra ve : my tears 
and lamentations will not reach bim. I did love. 
your friend, Mr. Rigby, but he knew not. of it. 
„ adore. his memory now. My gratitude; firſt 
«« taught me to eſteem him, and my heart was 
brought to love him inſeaſibly yet be aſſured, 
« that never did he ſpeak to me any thing; but the 
language of friendſhip. From his regard to my 
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« welfare he gave me the beſt advice for the re- 


40 — of my conduct. When he ſpoke to me, 


«© he laid aſide that fierce look and ſtern voice which 
% he generally had, and conveyed his inſtructions 
« to me with the greateſt gentleneſs, and the moſt 
« winning milditeſs. At hoſe moments I ſaw into 
his heart: and is it a wonder if the beauty of it 
charmed me? Such noble ſentiments I never 
% heard before. His conduct ſhewed that he was 
e actuated by them. Nothing flattering or ſeduc- 
© ing ever came out of his mouth; and, without 
* * it, he won my heart. How amiable 
* muſt he have been, had it pleaſed God to have 
« reſtored him to his ſenſes !- But he is gone, and I 
„ may tell to you the paſſion I entertained for him. 


« It is truly virtuous. His honour and goodneſs 


charmed me ! Blame me not for lamenting him. 


{© I know the folly of it, but I cannot help it. This 


* I requeſt, as I have confided in you; do not be- 


tray my weakneſs to my father and mother. I 


« would not wiſh to add to their grief, by giving 


e them an opportunity to imagine that I had acted 
« amiſs, It 1s not every heart can feel the delicacy- 


of my unhappy ſentiments.“ SY 
he aſſured it ſhall remain an entire ſecret with 


% me : but reflect, Hannah, how fruitleſs is your 


„ grief! how unavailing your tears l—Conſider“. 

« [do,” ſaid the, weeping as ſhe ſpoke ; but this 
e place revives the ſenſe of the obligation I am un- 
« der to him. In this ſpot I fat, almoſt overpower- 


« ed, the victim of brutal force, when, like an 


« angel of light, he came to my deliverance,; and 

+ reſcued me. So good, fo honeſt a man, I n 

« never know again.” . 2 
Rigby ſeeing her much affected, led her home- 


wards, and in the way ſaid every thing that reaſon 


or humanity could ſuggeſt, to combat the fatal paſ- 
| ö | fion 
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ſion which ſhe had conceived. She admitted that he 
was right, and promiſed to get rid of her melancho- 
ly if ſhe could, He had the 2 to find ſhe ap- 
peared a little more compoſed, and began to con- 
ceive that time might effect her cure. This con- 
verſation, and the remembrance of his friend, which 

was ftrongly revived. by it, threw an air of dejection 
into his countenance. His melancholy was viſible 
when he entered Mrs. Wilcox's houſe, and it did 
not eſcape Miſs Bennet's obſervation, Her ten- 
dereſt afliduities were not wanting to remove it. 
They were left alone: and Miſs Bennet aſked him if 
- he was well, or what had cauſed that akeration in 
him ? He replied, © The thoughts of an old friend, 
„% whom he had unhappily loſt.” 13 

It is grievous to part with our friends,“ ſaid 

ſne. No one has felt the loſs more ſeverely than 
6% have done. But Mr. Rigby, if I can recollect, 
«« when you firſt came down here, though I was iſ 
„ then very ill myſelf, and knew not how long I 
% ſhould live, I thought that I perceived a gloom 
very unuſual hang over you, and ſomething ſeem- 
* ed to prey upon _ ſpirits. It is now happily 
removed. May I know the cauſe of it? Pardon 
% a woman's cunoſity ; and. if it vught not to be re- 
„ yealed, I will check my defire to hear it.“ 
There is nothing relating to myſelf, adorable 
% Lydia, that I will not moſt willingly inform you 
% of. Your ſuppoſitions are true: I was then 
% wretched beyond deſcription. Deſpair and. grief 
„ had taken poſſeſſion of me, and your charms only 
% were ſuffictently powerful to baniſh them from 
% my ſoul. I will tell you the cauſe of my woe. 

«jt is almoſt forgotten in your preſence, and it re- 
„ yives my affliction to recolleQ it.” 5 
Then,“ faid ſhe, © interrupting him, forbear 
- -» 4 to tell it; I would not wiſh to give you uneaſi- 
„ nes, and eſpecially to gratify an idle cores : 

1 | | =. 
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> «. No,” ſaid he, permit me to relate it to you 

« am fare your humanity will be intereſted in my 

| & ſtory, and your good-nature will pity me. Be- 
e ſides, it is abſolutely incumbent on me to let you l 
© into the hiſtory of my life, that I may not de- g 

N © ceive you; for I am by no means the ſon of the 

pperſon whom you have heard to be my mother.” : 

No b ſaid the aſtoniſhed Lydia, her curioſity I 


greatly excited by ſo myſterious a beginning, | 
„ Whoſe then ? I ſhall be greatly obliged to you to 
. = clear up this matter to me.” + Mir 7 
f WG . He: began, in obedience to her deſire, and went i 
n RS through.the narration: of his hiſtory, concealing /the 1 
1 preſent name of his mother and her —_— and 5 
entirely ſuppreſſing Hillaſton's ſtory. His fair au- 
d ditor liſtened with the greateſt attention; nor was | 
nher gentle boſom unaffected at the different parts 1 
t, of it. She could. not refrain from tears at the de- bt 
ſcription of his unhappy mother's. meeting him ſa | 
I ſuddenly, and on ſuch an occaſion. He concluded, 
m bhlis relation by telling her, that he had informed 
1- her of every circumitance of-his life, that ſhe could 
ly il be at all concerned in the knowledge of. And: 
n 8 now, Madam, though honoured with your good 
e- opinion, I muſt own that I am unworthy of you 


* in every ſhape, except poſſeſſing an heart inſpired 
* with the moſt pure and ardent paſſion that ever” 
filled the breaſt' of man; and that is no merit in 
me, becauſe I cannot help myſelf. T 
Talk not in that manner, Mr. Rigby-: it calls 
my judgment in queſtion ; and it ſhall be my pride: 
and happineſs to remove every difference that 
fortune or chance may have placed between us; 
_* hence forth think no more of it.” + 
__* Unparalleled goodneſs: ! ſaid he, taking her 
by the hand. In what manner ſhall I thank you 
for this profeſſion of kindneſs ! My life will be 
381 2234215177 N: þ {D343 ra E too 
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too ſhort (to ſhew my gratitude. - Words are in- 


a 


or; 'capable of expreſſin g my ſenſe of ur condeſcen- 
4 Non. Then ſhorten the term of my probation, 


and let us be united in thoſe ſacred bands, diſ- 


4% ſoluble only by dean) 

As he ſpoke, he approached her lips, and claim- 
ed a willing ki from them 
Vo ſeem to have made ſure of your pardon,” 
faid ſhe, ſmiling, : „before you committed the 
** offence. But do not you think you are hurrying 
matters forward a little too faſt? ? 
Can you blame me for being impatient to poſ- 
** ſeſs all chat can make me happy, that can make 
me forget my paſt misfortunes, in you? ?“ 

VVou maynot receive much bla me from me, per- 


„ haps 5 but there are ſome impediments in the 


„way, that may be equally diſagreeable to us 
„ both. I cannot marry till I am one- and- twenty: 
4 it is true, I want but a few months of attaining 
Hesthat age; till then I am under Mr. Wilcoxs 
4 care, by whom I am very ſure I ſhall be reſtrain- 
ed from marrying, and more eſpecially you. M 

1, poor ſather was ſo much impoſed on by his grend. 
ed forbearance, and his good behaviour, that he 
% made him executor; and for what cauſe 


* 1 know not, thus reſtricted me in the diſ- 


, poſal of myſelf where my ' heart would willingly 
4 confer my hand. I am convinced that his mo- 


* deration was all bypocriſy, and that he has a 


% bad and villainous heart“ 


- {4 AyeP” ſaid Rigby, yon furprize me. What 
©. inſtances have you known of this?“ | 


= 
- 


1 Several I can gueſs at, but I ſhall not mention 
„ any till I am certain of them. One however is, 


chat he has taken away a woman whom a gen- 


et tleman in this neighbourhood kept, and has her 
«© in London, 1 ſuppoſe his frequent viſits there 
are on her account, though he pretends to = 
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« wife that they are occaſioned by my buſineſs. I 
« cannot think of cauſing my poor couſin the 
« yexation that this knowledge of his infidelity 
« would give ber; it therefore remains a ſecret 
% with me. I am greatly miſtaken too, if he 
«« paired his fortune very much; and, if fo, I am 
« ſute he will make free with mine. That he is 
« welcome to do: but I do not know how it is, 
« have ſome fears about me that I cannot get rid 
«& of, —Jf I was to die he would inherit the eftate ; 
„my marrying would cut off all his hopes; there- 
66. fore I have every thing to fear from him.” 8 

He dares not injure you,” replied Rigby, his 
reſentment alarmed at the thought he dares not. 
« There is no crime he can commit againſt me that 
« Twill not pardon, but that !—By heaven, he had 
« better take a lion by the beard. There ſhould 
« be no place ſacred enough to protect him from 
% my rage; and, though he ſhould fly to eartlys 
« extremeſt verge, I will purſue him with unceaſ- 
ing vengeance.” e 

% Have patience. There is „ yet. 
J am ſure he has no regard for you. He remem- 
„ bers what you did formerly, and bears you no 


40 good-will for it. I am apprehenfive—I am ſuſ- 


„ picious—Perhaps there may be no good grounds 
„ for my being fo. This reflection has produced 
„that melancholy in me lately, which you have fo 
© kindly endeavoured to diſſipate. I cannot com- 
„ municate theſe notions to Mrs; Wilcex 3 
« as her huſband whom ſhe tenderly loves, 
4 is the cauſe of my ſuſpicions. You are 'the 
% only friend I can truſt, in whom I confide ; 
„the only perſon whom I wiſh to acquaint wi 

ad bs | 3 
A A'bluſh interrupted her ſpeech.— Thus let me 
e de ever favoured,” faid Rigby, claſping her to 


. eee boſom; and, when J forfeit your 
| * * a | 
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good opinion of me, may that hour be may lat. 
** Lydia, lovely Lydia | baniſh your apprehenſionze, 
and diſmiſs your fears Your virtue is the care 
* of heaven, which delights in its own likeneſs, 
Permit me then to attend you with aſſiduous care, 
to watch your ſteps, to hover round you like your 
1 N genius, and ward of all danger from her 
love. This ſhall be my taſk, till the hour re- 
* plete with ineffable joy, ſhall arrive, in which! 
5 tha!l receiye the hand that is to bleſs me for my 
future life. I care not for your couſin's hatred, 
« nor do I fear his reſentment, only as it may af- 
*, fect you. Thou art too dear to me, my ee * 
« Lydia ! for me to forſake or negle&@ your welfare. 
„% What Jam able to do ſhall be done, as well te 
„ guard you from: harm, as to prevent it.“ 
Lydia thanked him for his cace, aſſured him that 
ſhe believed his profeſſions of love, and convinc- 
ed him that they were not diſregarded, He had 
every rea ſon to believe that her affection for him was 
mutual. Had he known the truth, he might have 
found it ſuperior, and attended with thoſe inexpreſ- 
ſible tendergeſſes which the ſofter ſex neceſſarily fee! 
under the influence of the gentleſt of paſſions. Rigby 
found himſelt beloved. He was allowed every famili- 
arity and intimacy that virtue could demand, or mo- 
deſty grant. But though abſolutely poſſeſſed of her 
| heart, he treated her upon every occaſion, with the 
. greateſt delicacy... The moſt refined notions of honour 
ruled his breaſt, and his reſpeQful, yet affectionate 
behaviour, enereaſed the lovely Lydia's paſſion for 
her amiable: admirer. 
Wilcox's ablenca,was moſt favourable. to the lo- 
8 vers, who enjoyed themſelves: then; for Rigby did 
| not chuſe to viſit at his houſe while he was inthe 
| - country—He did not trouble them much ; his ſtay 
vas always ſhort when he did come, and that was 
very ſeldom, He was obliged to ſave. appearances, 
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even to his wife, who was then very big with child. 
She was as much alarmed at his continually reſiding 
in London, as Miſs Bennet was, but ſhe never hint- 
ed at the trouble it gave her. Her patience was as 
remarkable as her prudence ; and ſhe ſeemed to 
make herſelf happy in the approaching union of the- 
young couple, who both truly regarded her. 
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HUS time paſſed away: whilſt Lydia and 
Rigby were mutually impatient for the arrival 
of that hour, which ſhould ſet them at liberty; 
but he knew not what he was to go through, be- 
fore that could happen. Fo 


He was walking alone, near the houſe one da 
when a countryman- accoſted him, and aſked if 


„% he was not the gentleman that lived at farmer 
„ Wilkins's ?” | + 


He replied, * he lived there.” 

« Aye, | thought ſo,” ſaid he. | 
And your name is Ri-Ri-Rigby, or Riſby.“ 

Les, it is: What have you to ſay to me ? 

« Why, I have a letter for you that's all.“ 

«© bet me ſee it.” | | 
After ſome ſmall ſearch, firſt in one pocket, and 
then in another, he produced it. Rigby took it 
out of his hand, and looking attentively on the-ſu- 


perſeription, turned pale: his hands trembled, he 


viewed the ſeal; dropped the unopened billet on 
the earth, and gazing at it wildly for ſome moments, 
exclaimed, with uplifted eyes, “ Gracious God, 
& ſupport me! Where could this come from? 
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The peaſant, who was aſtoniſhed at his emotions, m 
replied, ** That he had'it from a man, who was re 
in the little houſe at the bottom of the hill there, Wk: 
„% who faid he would wait till he went back a- m 
« gain.” | WW nc 

Rigby paid but little attention to him. Sure,” hi 
ſaid he, as he ſtooped to take the letter up, ** my WW vv 
eyes cannot have deceived me, my ſenſes: cannot hz 

err ſo widely; and if it is as I ſuppoſe, ſome- ot 
thing miraculous muſt have cauſed it” With eager A 
haſte he broke it open, and to his ſurprize, read ce 
theſe words: ; | B p 

W hi 

“Be not aſtoniſhed, my dear Rigby, thy friend W th 
«« yet lives; lives to acknowledge the mercies of ve 
« his God, and to be happy in thy friendſhip, How ar 

"| this came to paſs, I long to communicate to thy WW 1y 
| „% faithful ear. I am anxious to ſee thee, to preſs cl 
| s thee to my heart: but ere I could venture to ap- ki 
> _ « pear before you, Iſent this to inform you of my b. 

« exiſtence, that I might not ſurpiize you too much. 66 
Delay not to ſee me, but haſten to the arms of a 

* thy reſtored friend. | Ws |: 

| Po bi 

Ricnand HILLASTO B.“ th 


Where got you this letter?“ 
« From a man at the houſe at the bottom of the 
« Hill.” | 
Then fly to him,” ſaid he, © and tell him 1 
% await here for him with the utmoſt impatience ; 
% delay not on your peril.” | 
This extraordinary behaviour, which the ruſtic 
could not comprehend, made him imagine the gen- 
tleman was mad. He did not ſtay to be twice bid- 
den, but ſet off as faſt as his legs could carry him. 
80 great Was Rigby's ſurprize, and fo violent his e- 
3 | 2 motions, 


4% It is true, he yet lives ! Reſtored indeed.“ 


* 
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motions; that he could not believe this matter to be 
real ; he read the letter ſeveral times over ; he 
knew the writing to be that of his friend; but ſo 
myſterious was this whole tranſaction, that he could 
not tell what to think of it, or how, to reconcile 
himſelf toit. He ſtood almoſt on the very ſame ſpot 
where the letter was delivered to him, with folded 
hands; his looks bent on the ground, in the poſture 
of contemplation : he was really loſt in thought. 
At laft, lifting up his eyes, he beheld his friend 
coming towards him, with the countryman, who 
uns out the ſpot where he ſtood, and then left 

im. Rigby dared not truſt his fight ; he concluded 
that his ſenſes had deceived him: his legs were ri- 
yetted to the earth : amazement chained his tongue, 
and deprived him of all his powers. He ſtared wild- 
ly at his friend, who ſtill approached him. His 
cheeks were fluſhed with joy, to fee Rigby again ; 
his eyes was ſuffuſed with the tear of pleaſure, the 


friend! My long-loſt much-lamented friend,” 
ſaid Rigby, as he flew to him and caught him in 
his arms. Hillaſton received and returned the em- 
brace with tranſport. It was ſome time before ei- 
ther could ſpeak. * Oh, Hillaſton,“ ſaid Rigby, 
What trouble has the ſuppoſition of your death 
** cauſed me How many tears have I ſhed, in com- 
** pany with your worthy mother and ſiſter, upon 
your account! But you are much altered in your 
appearance: your face no longer wears that 
'* gloom, which formeily overſhadowed it; your 
eyes have loſt their ferocity, they are now placid 
and gentle; but your face is pale, and you ap- 
pear greatly emaciated. Explain this myſtery i6 
„% me. Surely, ſurely, you could not write that 
terrible letter, which has occafioned me ſo much 
grief without ſome dreadful determination in your 
faul. I have ten thouſand queſtions to-aſk you.” 

| | I know 


big drop trembled as it fell. It is he, it is my 
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A know it, Rigby, and in every one of them will 
ſatisfy. you, if your affectionate impatience does 
not prevent me. I am truly ſorry for the trouble 
I gave you; by that account of my reſolution to 
deſtroy myſelf. I cannot think of it now, with- 
out horror; though I am greatly flattered, by 


tion you obſerve in me, is occafioned by a change 
in my heart; I am no longer the victim of a 
criminal and unnatural paſſion ; it appears to me 
as a dream, which paſſed away, and is no more 
remembered. There is not a greater difference 


was effected, I will now inform ycu. 


the acknowledgement of the mutual paſſion which 
you and the charming Maria burned with.” 
Ah, Hillaſton, that has been the ſource of much 


woe unto me; how, you ſhall know hereafter ; i 


proceed, and fear no more interruptions from 
66 HRS " 
me, 


«© The proſpect of your happineſs with that a- 
“ miable girl, gave me the greateſt pleaſure upon 


your account, but encreaſed my private miſery. 


Every one can be happy, but me,” ſaid I to 
myſelf ;.<* impioufly reproaching Heaven for the 


«©, depravity of my own heart, The. pleaſures of 
* ſocial life, of domeſtic joys, of nuptral bliſs, are 
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denied only to me; I ought not to live in that 
ſociety, of which I cannot be called a member, 
when the felicity of others creates my unhappi- 
* neſs. I will relinquiſh it then—No other world 
can be ſo productive of woe to me, as this has 
% been. What enjoyment have I here? My life is 


a perpetual conflict of reaſon and nature, againſt 


the moſt ſhocking and horrid paſſion. Be it mine 
put to an end to t. 1 


the regard you have ſhewn for me. The altera- 


in my perſon, than in my mind; how that change 


l left you, my friend, I remember, happy in 


Thbeſe 


1 m Rin - .w 


e Theſe were my reflections— But I had enter- 


es *« tained ſome doubts, when an incident determined 
ble „ me. I had attained the entrance bf a little 
to Wl © pleaſant village, about the evening, on A 
he green, through which my path led, where ſome 
by children were playing. Cloſe to it, on one 
a- ſide, was a neat though ſmall houſe : my eye 
ge © curlorily ſurveyed theſe objects, without paying 
a WH © any attention to them, for my mind was entirely 
ne Wl © ingrofled by the conſideration of my own miſeries, 
Tre “ and I purſued my walk, till I reached the ſpot 
ce where the children were. At that inftant, a 


ge mad dog, purſued by a number of people, ruſhed 
( furiouſly out of a lane that opened on the green, 
in WF © and then towards the groupe of happy infants 


ch „ who were ſporting in peace and fancied ſafety. 

= © The noiſe the people made alarmed them, and 
ch“ ſtopped me; they ſoon perceived their danger, 
„band inftantly diſperſed different ways. One 
Ji beautiful boy, about fix years old, towards whom 

= * the frantic animal was running, flew to me for 
a- proteCtion, pale with fear. He had ſcarcely got 
on © hold of my coat, when the dog, who was making 


x directly to me, came within reach of my arm: 
c 


to I ſtruck at, and providentially killed him : 
be his brains flew: all about, and he fell lifeleſs at 
of my feet. The people gathered about him, from 


re “ais ſte and fury, the objo of their terror, ant 


eyed him at a diſtance with ſilent apprehenſion, 


kept hold of my coat, and remained ftruck dumb 
« with. fear. At that inſtant, a ſhrill cry was 
heard, Where is my child | Where is my 
child > The croud opened the circle, to give 


* an agreeable perſon, and an handſome face, 
; ** but at that moment, was the picture of horror x 
ſe her eyes ſtaring wildly, her hair diſcompoſed : 


p ea 1 - 2 


10 yet dubious of their ſecurity. The little boy tilt + 


* paſſage to a lady genteelly dreſſed, poſſeſſed of 


© almoſt breathleſs and pallid, did the run or rather: - 


| 
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4 fly to the = where he then flood. As ſoon a3 
her eyes on the boy, beſmeared with iſ 


ſhe had ca 


the bloody brains of the ſlaughtered beaſt, ſhe 
fainted away. The child ran to her. Happily, 
ſhe was 'ſupported by ſome of the byſtanders, 
Her huſband arrived, he ſoon recovered her. 
Where is my boy ?” was the firſt queſtion ſhe 
aſked. * Here Jam, Mamma.“ And are you 


hurt, my darling? No, indeed Jam not; but 
© the dog would have bit me, if that gentleman 
had not killed him.'—Inſtantaneous was the effect 


6 


4. 


LY 
a. * 


this account had; her returning blood ruſhed in- 


to her face, and befpoke her joy. She claſped E 


the ehild, ſtill dearer to her by this great eſcape, 
to her panting boſom, and beſtowed x thouſand 


.carefſes on him. The father's eyes beſpoke his 
impatience to have his darling ſon in ſafety, en- 


circled in his arms. He ſnatched the boy from 
the anxious mother, and returned thanks to Hea- 


ven for his preſervation ; his ſoul- diffolved in 
gratitude, and paternal fondneſs : I was not for- 


gotten ; they both came up to me; their thanks 
were innumerable, their acknowledgments bound- 


leſs ; they infiſted on my returning with them to 


their houſe. I endeavoured in vain to excuſe = 


myſelf ; the child joined in their entreatics ; 
there was no reſiſting his innocent perſuaſions. 
They placed me between them, and in this man- 


ner we proceeded to their houſe, which I had | 


before obſerved contiguous to the green. As we 


approached it, a little girl, about five years old, 
ran out to them crying. She went up to her bro- i 


ther, and throwing her arms about his neck, com- 


plained that the maid would rot let her come out 9 
to ſee him. The boy kiſſed, and told her the 


ſtory in his own manner. The happy parents 


aw their pleaſure encreaſed, in the endearments' I 


« of 
2 
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a „ of their charming offspring. The tear of joy 


1; WY trembled in the afflifted mother's eye; and a 
de ſmile of content fat on the tender father's face. 
D « They looked at each other, with a conſcious ſa- 
4 & tisfaQtion, and derived new joys from beholding 
* « the innocent pledges of their virtuous love. My 
be ſoul callous through miſery, my heart torn, with 
W © contending paſſions, ſaw, but could not feel, this 

= OC — of rapture. Inſtead of ſoftening my woes, 
1 augmented them.—“ I ſhall never know what 
a (the joys of a father are,” ©* ſaid Ito myſelf; 1 
a. a © ſhall never experience rapture from the embrace 
ed of = child. Wretch ! Wretch that Jam! Can 
there be a ſtate of perdition worſe than this I 

* found my torments grow intolerable, and reſolved 
115 do ſtay no longer in a place that rendered me 
a- © miſerable. J muſt leave you,” ſaid J to them. 
m © Aſk me not why. Happy pair ! May heaven en- 
by: © creaſe your felicity 1 Farewell.“ Þ 
in As I fpoke, I firode away with all the expedi- 
u « tion 1 could, and left them dumb with aſtoniſh- 
* ment. When I had eſcaped the eye of obſerva- 
4 tion, I gave a looſe to my griefs, and indulged 
„ my ſorrows. How much did I lament my dread- 
1 ful fituation J Ilow poignant was my anguiſh! 


&« ſpent under a tree, and no ſleep cloſed my eyes, or 
W. reft compoſed my perturbed ſpirit. Long before 
17 day appeared I purſued my journey. o what 
wm © end did I travel! Repoſe awaited me not, nor was 
* there any ceſſation from my griefs. I could on- 
mu ly ſeek it in death. That ftate would afford quiet 
. to me: there only could I hope for reſt. 


_ „The road I followed led me to a pretty large 
1 town. I had taken my reſolution to put an end 
woo! to myſelf ; and, in purſuance of it, I went into 


« an apothecary's ſhop, and aſked for ſome lau- 


but 


« How piercing was my affliction! That night I 


« danum. The journeyman refuſed to ſerve me, 
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« hut called his maſter, who politely aſked me what 
& ] wanted with the medicine I enquired for. I 
*« framed a ſtory that prevailed on him to give it to 
« me. As1 had told him it was for a third perſon, 
he cautioned me concerning the adminiſtring of 
« it. I pretended to liſten to him with attention, 
* He delayed me ſome time before he gave it to 
4% me, being obliged, as he ſaid to go up ſtairs for 
it, where he always kept thoſe things which he 
% thought improper to be left in a thop, at the iſ 
« mercy and Sifcretion of ſervants, He came 
% down at length, and chatted with me ; I paid 
him, and departed in triumph with my purchaſe, 
I walked on. The means of ridding me from 

& my trouble was now in my own hands; the 

« thought gave peace. In the afternoon I arrived 
at an inn, and deſiring a room to be prepared for 
« me, I called for pen and ink, and fat down to 

« write to you. The deadly potion remained 
„by my (ide. During the writing of that 
4 epiſtle I drank it, and finiſhed the letter. It was 

“ ſent off to you. My mind had now diſengaged 
& itſelf from all worldly matters, and I was on the 

<< road to that country from whoſe hour ne no travel- 

% Jer returns. I fought for reſt; but was I ſure I 
6 Should find it there ? I began to doubt, and one 

c“ ſcruple induced another. 'I here was then no 
& remedy, no alternative for me, The potent if 
% draught was now mingled with my blood, it had ; 
* crept through all my veins. .I was no longer for . 
ce this world: but had I a right to ruſh into the . 
other, at my own will and pleaſure ? I did not. | 
© place myſelf here: am I juſtifiable in quitting this WW. | 
© poſt in which I have been ſtationed, whenever it 
©. may ſuit my own convenience or deſire ?” Thus 
& argued I with myſelf— An account will be requir- 
dad of me of my actions: and how ſhall I excuſe 


* | © 4h 
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che murder of myſelf ? Am I at greater liberty to 
kill myſelf than another perſon ? If not, I have 
done evil, I have ſinned; and ſo ſhort is my time 
upon earth, that I cannot repent of that fin. Then 


© eternal torment is prepared for me. Horrid, 
« diſmal reflection! What are the pains and woes 


of this life, which is finite, and but of a ſhort du- 
ration, to tortures that never end; are infinite, 
and extend through all eternity ! A ſpace that 


the underſtanding of man comprehendeth not ! 


An extenſion of time that hath no period: it endur- 


* eth for ever ' I could not pray. My ſuppli- 


( cations were turned into curſes in my mouth; 


and could I entreat mercy from that God whom 


had juſt offended, and whofe image I ſhould 


« ſpeedily cauſe to be defaced | I can give you no 


idea of my ſufferings : my dear friend, they are 
“ not to be deſcribed. Horror ſeized me ; trem- 
“ bled with fear; a cold ſweat bedewed my ſhiver= 


ing lignbs. I ſtood awed, confounded, ſelf-con- 


« victedꝭ as if in the actual preſence of the juſtly in- 
« cenſed Deity. My apprehenſion ſubſided a lit- 
« tle ; I grew more calm, but was ſurpriſed that 


“ had not yet felt the effects of the mortal doſe 

chat was in my bowels. I thought to divert my 
“attention from my horrid ſituation by reading. 

A book lay in the window; I opened it, and 
« found it was the ſacred volume, that contains the 

« precepts of our religion. T his may afford me 
6 " comfort,” ſaid | : The God of nature ſpeaks 


* mercy to ſinners. He invites the weary and the 
© laden to receive reſt. I will read, and be com- 
* poſed.” I opened the book, and read. The 


* Pſalms of David preſented themſelves to me, 
David, ſaid I, was a finner, yet he repented; and: 
vas forgiven, Let me find comfort in his 
* words.” But there was none for me l Theſe 
“ ſentences. augmented. my terror. Well, I re- 
5 member them For 
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For we are conſumed by thine anger : and by thy 
avrath are ave troubled. 0 

Thou haſt ſet our iniquities hefore thee : our ſecret 
fins in the light of thy countenance. | 

Who knoweth the power of thy wrath f | | 5 


And I fhall experience it ! On me, the object of 
© his indignation, will that dreaded wrath be ex- 
* erciſed.” WE | 
Thus J exclaimed in an agony of terror. y 
hair roſe an end, my fleſh crept on my bones. 
© will yet read another pſalm,” ſaid I, turning over i 
the leaves, and fixing my eyes on the following: 


5 Whither fl all 1 go from thy ſpirit? Or whithe Ml 
Tall I flee frum thy preſence ? | | 
/I aſcend up into heaven, thou art there If | 

make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 
- If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in T 
the utter moſt parts of the ſea : W 
Even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and thy rig. 

hard fhall hold mne. = « 
- If I fay, Surely the night ſlall cover me. EvenWill « 
the night ſhall be light about me. = « 
6 
4 
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Tiea, the darkneſs hideth not from thee : But the il 
night ſhineth as the day : The darkneſs and the light 


are both alike to thee . 


* 


j "=p And how ſhall I eſcape from his rage, whoſe 
F | * omnipotence I have ſinned againfl ? Is there any iſ 
1 * hope of mercy for ſuch a wretch as Lam ??. 


| The arrows 1 the Almighty are within me, the il © 
| poiſon whereof drinteth up my ſpirit : the terrors of 


God do fet themſelves in array againſt me. 


| | Eb Already I feel thy powerful vengeance, God of ; 
| might: and let my ſubmiſſon to thy juſtice ex- 
| '< piate my crimes,” of 9 


I flirted 


TOM R1'GiB'Y 


« T ſtarted from my ſeat, and threy7 myſelf on the 
« floor, in a paroxyſm of frenzy and deſpair. How 
% Jorg I remained there I know not; but, when 
© my ſenſes' returned, 1 found myſelf in bed. 
Where am I? Do I yet live ?—* 1 ſtarted up. 
« My ſurprize and aſtoniſhment cannot be deſcrib- 
« ed, A man approached the ded. — How do you 
find yourſelf now, Sir ?* “I ſtared wildly at him, 
« and ſunk down again. I endeayoured to recol- 
« let what was paſſed. It appeared as the 
face ofa dream. I am ſenfible that J yet exiſt,” 
« ſaid Ito myſelf. * What miracle has Providence 
« exerted in my favour, to reſcue 'me thus from 
the jaws of death, and a ſtate of endleſs perdition ? 
What thanks do I owe to the God of mercy, for 
© redeeming me from eternal miſery ! It ſhall be 
the employment of my life to pay them.” 45 

„again roſe up in the bed, and demanded of 
« the gentleman, who ſtill looked at me very atten- 
« tively, with much compaſſion and benignity in 
te his conntenance, who he was. Do not you re- 
collect me; Sir ??—If I had, I ſhould not have 
© aſked\ you that queſtion—Who are you f And 
* why are you here? — Do you remember your 
* purchaſing ſome laudanum from an apothecary the 
day before yeſterday ?—* I do, and you are the 
© man.*—** ] am, and, inſtead of the mortal doſe 


you wanted, gave you a powerful ſoporific ”— 


And why didſt thou do ſo ? —* Becauſe I imagin- 
« ed and feared your defign- to be againſt yourlelf, 
from a wildneſs in your eyes, and a diſtraction that 


vas very viſible in your manner. I amuſed you 
W © till I had pointed you out to my ſervant, who had 
orders to follow you unnoticed, till he ſaw you 
W © houſed, and then to inform me where you were. 
He obeyed my command; punQually, and I now 


inform you of the deceit I made uſe of; and if I 


can judge from the fituation in which you were 


found, you cannot be offended at the 3 
f F | ; Cx 0 
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So far from it, that I ſhall look upon e 
© after as my beſt friend; and my greateſt benefac. 
tor; as on one who, as the inſtrument of a merci. 
ful God, has ſayed me from the commiſſion of 2. 
< fin that] ow ſhudder, at the thoughts 9e _ i 
J 45 L. Llaro e and with difficulty dreſſed myſelf, the WW «« 
£ a 2253 Lbad undergone had ſo much weaken. Wi . 
> 9 $9 AO BYrager my good genius, the apothe- 00 
. ind d.t banked him with great earneftneſs. | Wl «. 
Joffe red to pay him the expences of his journey, Bi .; 
« and for his attendance :' He reſuſed both. His 
4 fortune was eaſy, he ſaid,; and the only gratifi- 6 
cation he defire d, was to ſee me compoſed and Wi :: 
6 APPY * —— Ch my acknewledgments for. 
«ſuch. uriexpeQed generoſity. He ſeemed very deſi- WW «: 


<<; rous'of knowing what could induce me to make . 
Ky this raſh. .attempt.on myſelf: but I evaded. all h 
* queſtions; and, when he found I was determined to. 
44 be ſilent dn that head he deſiſted from t is enquiries, i 

« Ttound myſelf inclinable to take ſome ſuſtenance; .. 


«© but v hen coffee and toaft were brought, I could 

% teuch neither. Mr. Green, ſor ſo was the apo- i 

40 thecary called, u as ſurpriſed at this; and on ex-. 

c « amining my pulle and tongue, found, — ſymp- 

„ tom of an approaching fever, He let me blood 

4 copicuſly, ordered me to bed again, and recom» 

| 2 mended me to the care of a very ſxilful phyſician, 

to whoſe knowledge and attention, under God, 

« I am. indebied for my life, I lay in a dangerous 

ll © way near three weeks. At laſt the diſorder_had a 

1 4 bappy tun, and I began to fecover, though very 

| „ flowly. The hand of- the A'mighty efiecied * 
1 4 cure in this time of danger, 

As ] recovered, the traces of my 9 corments 

« ing paſſion vaniſhed inſenſibly ; and, as my beakb 

* returned, I found a peace and tranquility, in dy 

" breaſt, never known before. When Iv as ſuffici· 

5 A ently re- clabliſbes, I wer ſton journies ] bither 

N "I to 
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eto you, as I learned in the neighbourhood you 
c- WH © were in this part of the country. Thus preſeryed 
« by the immediate intervention of divine power, I. 
alive but to adore the hand that ſupported and 
protected me ! to dry the tears from my; unhappy 
« mother's eyes, and to fill her heart with joy: to 
enjoy the return of reaſon and peace, unobſcured 
« by ary clouds of paſſion, or unnatural deſire: to 
« live with thee Rigby, the friend of my heart, an 
the partner of my fortune.“ | 


„My ſoul rejoices at the great, the happy alte- 
ration in your ſentiments, my dear Hillaſton. Lou 
cas never be thankful enough to that Providence 
W © which has ſo ſignally protected you. I congratu- 
la e you, I exult in your reſtoration to reaſon. and 
*« to life; for ſurely the painful ſtate of conflicting 
* paſſions which you fullained, was à daily; an 
% hourly death. 1 | 
= * Sincel laſt ſaw you I have been made acquaint- 
ed with woe, and misfortune _ is become familiar 
to me. But ſuch has been the goodneſs. of God 
to me, that I have been able to overcome paſſi- 
ons ſimilar to yours, which might have deſtroyed 
W 66 me.“ f * 
= He began to relate to his fliend what had hap- 
bpened in his abſence ; and walking to and fro on the 
W geen, where they had this conference, had juſt 
W turned about, with their faces towards Wilkias's 
W houſe, Engaged in earneſt diſcourſe, they perceive 
ed not Hannah Wilkins, who was in ſearch of Rig- 
q xk to inform him dinner was ready, moving towards 
= them, 5 
Hannah knew that the green was a favourite walk 
Jof his, and went thicher in purſuit of him; She ſaw 
© ſoniebody with him, and the form of the ſtranger 
was like her Hillaſton's, but his back was to her. 
, they turned about, the ſent her whole. ſou! from 
her eyes, to inform her of the truth of this circum- 
227 1 N ſtance, 
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ſtance. She inſtantly recognized his features, but 
ſhe could not believe her ſenſes. Alarmed as ſhe 
-was at this extraordinary fight, ſhe could neither re. 


treat, or g0 on. Her powers were all chained up 


by fear and ſurprize. As he approached her, the 
could no longer ſupport the various paſſions that tore 


her boſom and e ſunk down. Hillaſton, Who 


was not at a great diſtance, caught her ere ſhe fell 
to the ground. Rigby obſerved her only by his 
friend's flying to her aſſiſtance, for his attention was 


entirely engaged by the recolleQion of his own ſtory, 


But the moment he perceived Hannah's ſituation, and z 
Jaw Hillaſton ſupporting her, the cauſe of her faint- 


ing occurred to him inſtantly, and he immediately 


* 
ran to her aſſiſtance. As * as ſhe opened her 
0906; N turned upon Hillaſton, whom ſhe 
IL dly at, crying out, © Oh, my God! it is 

Mr. Hillaſton.” | oh 


gazed wi 


4% It is indeed, my dear Hannah.“ 


At the ſound of his voice the returned again. 
Rigby, who knew the cauſe, deſired his friend to if 


withdraw from her fight, as the ſurprize occaſioned 


by her ſeeing him, whom ſhe imagined to be dead, i 


had quite overcome her, eſpecially as ſhe had been 


but in a weak ſtate of health lately. He obeyed; 
and Rigby with difficulty, recovered his fair friend to 


life again. 


Did not I fee Mr. Hillaſton here, juſt now,” 


ſaid ſhe ?. © Or as it only an apparition ?” 
Fou really ſaw himſelf, Hannah.“ 
Then he yet lives.” 

« He does.” 


And you have impoſed upon me by a falſe ac-M 


c count of his death.” 


No, I aſſure you I believed him dead, and was F 
& as much ſurprized as you were.“ | 
How have I betrayed myſelf ! How have I ex- i 
8 Trae th e 


* OW” i'r & BM: ob 
1 pane the weakneſs of my heart ! I ſhall die with 


« ſhame.” | | ws 
She burſt into tears, and threw herſelf upon Rig- 
by's botom: He pitied, and endeavoured to com- 
oſe her, by aſſuring her of his friendſhip, and ſi- 
fice upon the cauſe of her ſufprize. He then, 
with her permiſſion, called Hillafton to him, and 
her pallid lips trembled while ſhe received his ſa- 
lute, Rigby left them together, proceeding ſlowly 
to the houſe, While he haſtenec to apprize the far- 
mer and his wife of his friend's recovery, leſt they 
might be affected by his too ſudden appearance. 
klilaſton perceived Hannah's emotions, though 
he was ignorant of the real cauſe of them. He re- 
W queſted her to ſupport herſelf by his arm; ſhe obey- 
ed: he obſerved to her, that he was forry to ſee her 
look ſo pale; and feared ſhe had been ill. She re- 
lied, ſhe had. She was hardly able to anſwer him. 
Her heart, ſo long oppreſſed with grief, was now 
overpowered with joy. But the change was fo ra- 
W pid, that it had nearly proved fatal to her, in the 
W weak ſtate ſhe then was. 4 
They were prevented from farther converſation by 
che appearance of Wilkins and Rigby. The farmer, 
W overjoyed'at the news of his friend's being yet alive, 
W ran out, to congratulate him on his recovery, and 
bid him welcome to Berkſhire: All was joy and 
W pleaſure. In the afternoon Rigby took his friend 
out, and informed him of the firuation of his. af- 
fairs, and related every thing that had happene& 
HE fince he lett him at his mother's, to that moment.“ 
Lou have not been without your ſufferings, 
ra K. but I hope they are now at an end. 
W © The ſimilarity of our fate has been very remark= 
able. Your paſſion for Maria was accidental ;. 
but my unhappy attachment to my ſiſter aroſe from 
* my earlieſt youth: it was therefore ſo much the 
& more difficult for me to conquer it. Thanks to 
5 74 heaven, 
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« heaven, it is at laſt happily effected; and though 
« my life was in hazard by the conflict, I eſteem 
© my freedom cheaply . purchaſed. Happineſs a. iſ 
«waits us both, Rigby. In Lydia's arms, you will WW 
„forget your paſt troubles, and I feel a hope that [ 
„ ſhall experience peace and comfort, rite in my i 
« bdreaft.” | 
Rigby went over to Miſs Bennet that evening as i 
uſual, and in part informed her of his friend's hilto- Wi 
ry. She rejoiced with him, that he was yet living, Wi 
and begged to fee him, The next day, Hillaſton W 
addrefled Rigby. 8 
« can know no happineſs,” ſaid he, ** till my i 
* mother and ſiſter ſhall be made acquainted WW * 
« with my being yet alive, and ſo happily reſtored Wi *© 
to my reafon, 3 long to hold that tender mother WW © 
to my breaſt, and to embrace my dear and afffid- Wa © 


* 


ed ſiſter; but how to break the matter to them 
know not. My abrupt appearance before them, 
who are'perſuaded of my death, would be attend - 
ed with the moſt dangerous conſequences. It 
would be as improper to write to them by the 
= they would not believe a letter to be real. 


— 


„„ What ſhall] do, Rigby ? Will you take the trou« 
„dle of going there for me, can you quit your Ly- i 


dia for fo long a time ? 
I will do any thing to promote your welfare, 
& Hillaſton,” ſaid he; and I believe this method 
of breaking the matter to your family, is the 
moſt proper. and beſt you can propoſe. I will go 
there in a day or two, but you muſt not expect 
„ me to ſtay long, for I muſt return as expeditiouſſy 

ſt} ee * 
As ſoon as you pleaſe : but ycu cannot blame 
aA" me for wiſhing to communicate this matter to 
* them direQly. It is abſoluely neceſſary,” “ 
They went over to Mrs. Wiscens where they 
dined.. Miſs Bennet remembered Hillaſton any 
ds o ut. 
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but he was ſo much altered for the better, that he was 
extremely pleafing to them both: be had a great 
deal of good nature, mixed with an eaſy politeneſs; 
delivered, in a very ſpirired and ſenſible manner, the 
obſervations he had made in his walks; and was not 
deſtitute 'of humour. He regarded the glances of 
mutual affection, of heart- felt ſatis faction, of joy 
and rapture, that paſſed between Lydia and his 
friend, with a great degree of pleaſure : it enereaſ- 
ed his . 4 His honeſt heart exulted in the 


| . fortune of his friend: as they returned home, 


e could not help congratulating Rigby: 
Providence refpects our virtue, ſaid he, · and 
©:is' determined to reward it. If wealth, beauty 
« and love can cteate happineſs, you will ſurely be 
„ happy ; if there isa bieſſed ſtate on earth! it is 


to be found in mutual love! I fear I ſhall never 


( experience it, Jam not formed for winning a Wo- 
„ man's affections z bus I could make a go huſ- 
4% band I think.” 

« You are miſtaken in yout ſppoliions of not 
“ being able to win a woman's attections. What 
% would you think of 's woman poſſeſſed of virtue, 
* honour, and real delicacy: of! ſentiment, who) 
© could admire the goodneſs . your heart, and ths 
*. exc:Nency of your manners, through that cloud 
« of ditration which vefled them, and which the” 
* lamented at the time ſhe felt the tendereſt ſenſati- 
« ons; and whoſe grief for your ſupp»ſed death, 
*« almoſt ended her days, though in the bloom of 
youth: Could you love ſuch a one? 

«« I could/grapple her tomy ſoul with —— of 

« (tel: my gratitude, my honour would be all con- 
„ cerned, 2 ſhe . not repent ——ů— : 
4, ſhe had given me. But I cannot" believe that ſhe - 
« exits ; tell me e it true?“ n Nee 
Iltis, really“ ee 

2 Then tell me, 1 donjure thee, who i it is.” 

| F 4 ' _- < Thas 
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That I cannot do: chance made me acquaint- 
& ed with her attachment judgment ſhould direct 
% you, you would not be long at a loſs; but it can 
« never paſs my lips, which have promiſed to con- 
5. gel it. 

«© You have made me very uneaſy: would to bes- 
„ ven I knew who it was, but it ſhall go hard with 
b me; if Ido not find it out.” 

The next day was fixed on for Rigby” s journey in- 
to Cambridgeſhire: in the morning he went to ſee 
Mil Bennet. 

« Why hangs that cloud upon your brow, my 
& deareſt Lydia; you look dejected and melan- 
% cholly : are you ill? inform me what ails you, 
to cauſe that change in your countenance.” 
- * T have been diſturbed by the moſt horrid dreams 
4 all night that ever I had; . they have made ſo 
& ftrong an impreſſion on me, and fo terrified me, 

„ that I have not recovered myſelf.” | 
Let not ſhadows diiturb you, my charming Ly. 


ce dia 3 Aby i innocence ond virtue defend thee again 
cc fear.” 


am not opt; mew any great attention to 
& dreams but uch a ſucceſſion of them! I thought 


1 % 1 had you in my arms, all covered; with blood! 
1 & [| awaked, and found myſelf all of a tremble, 
4 % Again I dozed, and thought we were walking in a 
„ meadow together, and all, of a ſudden you funk 
trom beſide me, and was gone I knew not whi- 
| * ther. While | lamented-you, ſome fright! ſpec- 
* tre cartried me to the top of an high mountain, 
and plunged me down a precipiee, which I was 
| % an age io falling. I had many other dreams 
= "us equally horrid. “ W 
1 D pot. fright yourſelf with effeQts that proceed 
40 from ſo many different es uſes. I hope no misfor- 
1 tune will happen to you 4ill | return, and I will 
28 make wy lbay as mort as may be.“ i 
44 + 6 Why | 
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' an affrighted look. 
8 © Hillaſton; of her ſon's being yet alive. She is 


W © + worthy woman; and the triendſhip of her ſon, 
and her regard for me, demand this from me. 1 


. me?“ ſaid ſhe, looking at him with. ineffable 


how you keep your word.“ 


reer. 105 
10 Why! where are you going?“ ſaid ſhe with 8 


„N am going into Cambridgeſhire, to inform Mrs. 


« will-not ſtay: my beſt beloved Lydia, do not be 


| _ © alarmed.” ; 


Did you not promiſe that you would not leave ä " 
tenderneſs, the tears ruſhing into her eyes: I ſee 


„ Oh Lydia, your doubts diſtreſs me beyond ex- 

« preſſion, I did promiſe you not to leave you: but. 
© cannot my abſence be excuſed for fo ſhort a 
« time ? I will have a reliance on Providence, to 
„guard thee from danger: without that, my aid. 
« would avail but little. Do not you be uneaſy,” 

* Fam miſerable, and I cannot help it: my ſoul 
1 forebodes ſome dreadful misfortunes,” ' - _- 

„ You: are low ſpirited- only, my love, - theſe- 
dreams have terrified you: be aſſured of my fide— 
„ lity, my affection, my inviolable love; and no 
power on earth ſhall keep me long from you. I ſhall 
be wretched till I ſee you again, till I am blefſed 
« with thy ſmiles. Do not diitreſs yourſelf and 
% me,“ laid he, kiſſing off the tears that trinekled 
in filent ſorrow down her pale and frigid cheeks; . 
„ by theſe groundleſs apprehenſions: I- will return 
« in ter days, or a fortnight at fartheſt,”  : 

Do not go then,” ſaid ſhe, prefling his hand in 
hers, © but-ſtay with me: I ſhall never ſee you' 
again.“ 5 | 

With the moſt endearing blandiſhments did he 
ſoothe her diſturbed mind, and conſole her grief. 
At laſt ſhe conſented to let him depart. * Ah,” ſaid 
„ the, if you will go, I cannot prevent you; but 
© with the utmoſt reluQtance do i let you ſeparate 

. 4 vyourſelf 
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* yourſelf from me, I hope we ſhall meet again at 
% your return: but I have the moſt unaccountable : 
% fears that we ſhall not: but you: laugh at my 
66 F y.“ | | 92 7 pd | 5 

By every ſacred power, did not this very ur- 

« gent buſineſs call me, I pay ſo great a reſpect to 
your tender tears, that 1 would comply with your 
5 defires, and remain here 

„Well,“ replied ſhe, I wilt conſent to your 
«© departure, and only requeſt you to make. haſte 
rin, | p£7 > 
He promiſed he would, and fealed'|thoſe promiſes 
upon her lips. Her tears wetted his cheek, which 
he preſſed cloſe to hers; nor could he prevent at 
that inſtant, diſſolved as he was with tenderneſs and 
love, the eſcape of one tear to accompany her's. 

He tore himſelf away from ber with great unwilling- 

neſs ; he had never experienced ſuch affection from 
her before. He was quite unmanned by her behavi- 
our: and though his reaſon told him that her fears 
were- without foundation, yet he was very much 

concerned at them. 2 

He related to Hillaſton, who accompanied him 
part of the way in the afternoon, what had paſſed 
etween him and Lydia 5 recommending it to him to 
ſee her often, in the few days that he ſhould: ſtay 
behind him in Berkſhire. For it had been agreed be- 
tween them, that when Rigby had prepared the 
way; he ſhould follow him home; for he not only if 
longed to ſee his mother and ſiſter, but had great 
cceafion for money to pay the perſons who had ta- 
ken cate of him ia his illneſs, and he could not pro- 
cure any without going home. What Rigby had 
ſaid to him, concerning this woman that had taken 
ſuch a liking to him, was always uppermoſt in his 
mind. Though ignorart of the perſon, he could not 
help feeling ſome favourable ſentiments riſe in bis 
boſom towards her. Her heart muſt be hag” 
, ” 7700 
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* 

WH © ble of pity, it muſt be poſſeſſed »f humanity,““ 
» WH id he tb himſelf.” © Could I be the object of loye 
5 WE © in a ſtafe of frenzy! No; it was com̃paſſion for 

my diſtraction firſt inſpired. her breaſt n 
thoughts. I wiſh I knew who it was, only that T 
Baud > TOA en bas, 
r His uneaſineſs encreaſed every hour, it grew pain- 

W ful at laſt | it made him thoughtful. Hannah's vi- 
I A gilant eye perceived an alteration in his countenance, 
c and was concerned at it. Two of the three days he 


| paſſed away in this, ftate : on the third, walking in 
es the garden, he obſerved a piece of paper” crumpled? 
h up in a careleſs manner, lying on the ground before 


at him ; it had the appearance of being lately dropped. 

1d As irreſiſtible curioſity impelled him to take it up- 
8. He opened it: the writing on it ſeemed to be that 9 
g- of a woman, To his no ſmall ſurpriſe he read theſe 9 
m n „ e | * 

i- * The conduct of a virtudus woman,. ſhould re- 

Tra « ſemble a ſtream of pure water, which, as it runs, 


_ r her ib Do a4 MBE F <A 
« diſcoyers its bottom. All diffimulation is defigned 
to conceal a crime, for virtue has no occaſion for 
« ſcreen.” This was Hillaſton's ſentiment He 


ed is gone—But ſhall I never forget.“ ob 
to The reſt was torn off. He could not conceive 
ay what this meant—He might have made uſe of ſuch 
e- expteſſions— But when he knew not—. The remark at 
he the bottom of it was till more puzzling—He trolled * 


about loſt in conjecture— He began at laſt to fix 
upon: Hannah Wilkins—--ConviCtion ruſhed upon 
him—He reflected upon his former ' betiaviour to 


ro- her —her ſurprize at” ſeeing him he ſides, Rigby's 

126 being ſo well acquainted with her ſentiments, con- 

cen firmed him in his notions He was not diſpleaſed at 

his tracing out this ſecret ; and he was {till beiter pleaſed * 

not at finding Hannah Wilkins to be che perſon he wiſhs 

his ech to know. He had always a great friendſKip for 1 
* ber—be eſteemed her good, qualities, His heart | 


could. 


\ 
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oduld be eaſily ſoftened, i into love. On one ef did 
he depend for certainiy as to the band-mriting of 
this pape He contrived to get her to write a few 

words Upon compariſan he found the characters to 
be exactly alike, ++, Tis. well,” ſaid he to- himſelf, 


Ovei * at the ſucceſs of his CS. $. ; 2; Ican 
* tender my life happy, Hannah, I am willing to 


t ſpend mine with thee.” 

From that moment he "doubled his attention to 
ber, and mixed a tend erneſs in his manner and words 
that ſhe had never ele in him before. He 
took leave of her in the moſt affectio nate manner, 
told her he ſhould ſoon return, and had ſome! bing 
particular to ſay to her, that he hoped would 
not diſpleaſe her. Her bluſhes beſpoke ber con- 
ſuſion, While ſhe ſtammered out 1 ſhe. ſhould 
be always glad to ſee him“ Perhaps,” ſaid the, 
when he deparied, ** he ſecs my 1 ch”, and deſ- 

« piſes me for ii— perhaps he may alſo rn 
6c tear it is not me. 

In the mean time Rigby purſued: his j journey, and 
nd at Mrs, Hillaſton's without any accident. It 
was near four mont s ſince he had been there before, 


and then had juſt received ſo great a ſhock, that he 


looked more like one dead than alive. They were 
pl aſed to ſee that he had recovered his health and 


ſpuirs ag in; but ſtill an unavailing ſorrow prevailed 


in the family, ſtill the tear fell to Hillaſton's memory, 
and the fi oh, role at the mention of his name. How 
ſhould he acquaint them with this happy reverſe that 
awaited them ? It required all his ſkill and tenderneb.. 
As they fat engaged in ſocial chat that evening, he 
mentioned ſeveral inftances of perſons, whom their 
friends had ſuppoſed to be dead, having been, never- 
thelefs, reflored to their families again. Ah,” ſaid 
the old Lady, auch things might have former! 7 
We happened, and may now but I. am not 10 be 
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« You can't tell, Madam; the goodneſs of God 


te js not circumſcribed, nor are you excluded from 
«© his merey.” "I yh 
I hope not; yet I am wretched—I loved my hap- 
© lefs ſon—l loved him perhaps too well—but ſure 
© a mother's fondneſs cannot be a crime, While. 
% he lived his ſenſes were diſturbed, and he created 
grief inſtead. of >leaſure for me. A dreadful diſ- 
1 order carried him, in a moment, to his grave, and 
„ no friend near him to cloſe his eyes. Is he not 
e dead? Did not you yourſelf inform me of it!“ 
Indeed I did, Madam, but FT" Th 

„% Why that heſitation ; could you be fo barbar- 
©. 0u5 as to impoſe on me—you cquld not, I know 
&« your humanity and goodneſs ; you are incapable of 
& ſuch a thing, Beſides, you wept for his death, and 
your tears were not feigned ” 

*© They were not, I aſſure you, yet | 

© What means that, yet ?—Do not ſport with a 
© mother's ſorrow.” 3 6 

l do not, Madam; I honour, reſpect and pity. 
„ 0 | 

4 Then explain yourſelf,” . | 

«© Might I not; have been impoſed on myſelf ?” 

«© Young man,” ſaid ſhe, looking fternly at him, 
© T have had too good an opinion of you to ſuppoſe 
% you mean and baſe enough to jeſt with miſery. 
4 Lat the agonies of an afflifted pron „let the elo- 
«« quent tears of that unhappy ſiſter prevail on you. 
«« to clear up this myſterious behaviour of yours.“ 
| * I will not forfeit your good opinion, I affure you, 
« Madam; nor ſhall my behaviour or language be 
% myſterious. In a little time I hope to explain my- 
6 ſelf to your ſatisfaction, to y ur comforts.“ 

And can you be ſo barbarou+ to with: hold that 
*« comfort from diſtreſs !—How can you be fo cru- 


©. © It would be erüelty to have imparted it to you 


* « Exceſs 


% reaſon and himſelf.” 
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«© Exceſs of j joy has frequently worſe effects chan TY 
„ ceſs of ſorrow.” 

Where would your deceitful words lead me ? 
« What ſtrange hopes have you given riſe to. in m 
© breaſt. i Wbat am J to think ? — Perhaps bur 'tis 
<« madneſs ard frenzy to indulge the thought—Is not 
my unhappy boy numbered with the dead? does he 
* not moulder in aſhes ?” 

Rigby remained filent : greatly was ; be affected 
with hergiſtreſs, yet more did he fear to inform her 
of the truth of the matter. 

« Why will you not ſpeak Would you have me 
„think that poor child yet lives? ls it ſo ?” (aid the, 
falling on her knees before him: pity a mother's 
<« tranſports, and ſatisfy her doubts.” 

Ce Oh. myigood Lady,” ſa id he, raiſing her up, com- 
poſe yourſelf, much bappineſs and joy await you.” 

Say, does be yet! live R . 

. 

„ Thanks, thanks to thee, thou God of mercy. 
«© But may I believe you? _ 

* You may: he is alive and well reſtored to his 


921 


It is too much too much. But Nie you 
may be impoſed upon again.“ 

It is impoſſihle; I have, converſed with him 
* within theſe three days,” 

« Yetl1 doubt, and yet 1 fear. ere if he was a- 
ws live he would, {end me ſome teſtimonial of it.” 

« He has: I ha ye a letter for you” 

le produced it. She ſnatch'd it eagerly out of 
his 1 and. broke the ſeal. It is his hand writ- 
70 ing ; it is bis indeed She, read thus 

„ Before my friend delivers this to the beſt of r mo- 


3 thers, ſhe will be el that hex ſon yet lives 


« —lives to dry up thoſe tears which ſhe and, his 

4e , dear ſiſter ſhed upon his account; to chear her 
s declining yeers, and be the comfort and 1 0 

66 0 
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« of her age. I have eſcaped the jaws of death by 
« the ſingular mercy of God, and am once more re- 
* ſtored to my reaſon In a few days I ſha | receive 


% your bleſſing. —l long to embrace you and my 


© poor ſiſter. Till then, and ever, believe me your 
1 duteous, and truly affectionate. : 
„RICHARD HILLIASTOX.“ 


Miſs Hillaſton took this from her mother, to be 
aſſured of the truth of it, as well as her eyes, dim- 
med with tears, would permit her to read it.— 
© This is happinefs indeed l can ſcarcely ſupport 
« jt, I muſt entreat your pardon, Mr. Rigby, but I 
* muſt go to my cloſet, and pour out my grateful 
« heart in thankſgivings to the author of my happi- 
© neſs—it will compoſe me.“ ; 

She retired.In the mean time her daughter remained 
with Rigby, of whom ſhe aſked ten thouſand queſt- 
ions z all of which he ſatisfied her, and prepared her 
for the ſight of her brother. In about half an hour 
Mrs. Hillaſton returned; ſhe was more tranquil; but 
ſtill overjoyed. She embraced Rigby, and called him 
her child. Vou ſhall be ever as one to me. They 
ſpent the remainder of the evening with great hap- 
pineſs, and Rigby retired early to bed. In the mor- 
ning Mrs Hillaſton apologized to him for neglect- 
ing to give him the letter laſt night which ſhe'then 
put in his hands; but her tranſports were ſo great 
that they drove every other conſideration out of her 
head. ere was no occaſion, he ſaid, to make a- 
ny excuſe—** It came from Mrs. Leeſon, I beheve, 
and has been here but a Jay.” He turned pale at 
that 1 but broke it open, and found a 
letter from bis mother, conceived in theſe terms : 

When I ſaw you laſt, my dear child, my agita- 
« tions were ſo great that I had not recollectian e- 
nough to inform ybw of what may materially con- 
5 cern your intereſt, You have an aunt of your fa- 
— | | „ ther's 
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te ther's, wholives at D-—, in Warwickſhire ; ſhe: 8 
is poſſeſſed of a large fortune, and you are the 
4% neareſt relation ſhe has in the world. Your he p- 
« eſs father ere he died, was reconciled to her, and 
« ſhe: promiſed to make him her heir. ſ he incloſed 
letter will introduce you to her. She mut now 
« be greatly advanced in years, therefore I would 
% have you be as expedi : ious as poſſible in this appli- 
& cation to her. Your look will prove. that her 
4% Kingſley was your father, If; when you return, 
« you go to Mrs. K , a milliner at Bury, you will 
4 meet your filter there. If I can come and take a 
«laſt embrace, I will, for I ſhall be very anxious to 
„ know the ſucceſs of your journey. Farewell, my 
© dear boy, and be aſſured I am your affectionate, 
% and unhappy mother, | 7 
+1 Lug n R +6 | 17 [665 M. LY 
The incloſed letter to Mrs. Parkington, contained 
little more chan a recapitulation of thoſe facts which 
the reader is already acquain ed with, recommending 
the bearer, as her nephew, to her notice. 


When he read theſe, he began to conſider how he 


could reconcile this command of his mother s, and 
the deſire he had to fee her once more, with the pro- 
miſe he had made to Lydia But he thought he 
might be able both to go and ſee his aunt; and return 
within the limited time, to Berkſhire. Beſides, the 
conſideration of having an equivalent fortune to his 
Lydia's,. that ſhe might not take a beggar to her 
arms, determined him, more eſpecially, to try how 
Mrs. Parkinton would receive him. His heart ſwell- 
ed with conſcious pride at the thought of being ſome- 
thing like a match for her-in point of wealth. With 
that view he reſol ved to ſet iorward in the afternoon, 
He did not inform Mrs Hillaſton particularly where 
he was going. or on what buſineſs, leit hemight be diſ- 
appointed, bu! promiſed to return to the n in « week; 


and having told them on that day they might exp \ 
n e * ©" bis 
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W his friend, ſet off for Warwickſhire He perfor- 
ned his journey with expedition, and arrived at the 
town where ſhe lived about noon. Her habitation- 
Vas well known: and when he had cleaned and re- 
fſreſhed himſelf, he went to ſee her. He was intro- 


duced to her, and having demanded his buſineſs, he 


delivered the letter to her, which ſhe took out her 
1 to read, deſiring him to fi: down very cor- 


ally. As ſhe peruſed the letter, he had an oppor- 


| tunity of examining her perſon. She was ſeated in 


her arm-chair, and was rather corpulent ; her infir-- 


ntties, for ſhe was then near eighty, having preven- 


ted her riſing to receive him when he came in. Her. 


hair was white as filver ; her. countenance was yet. 
W ruddy, and ſhe appeared freſh and healthy: the ef- 
fects of temperance and, regularity.—“ This letter, 
Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, informs me you are my nephew. 
Come here, and ſit near. me, thatl may look at you.“ 


He obeyed her inſtantly. 
« Till within theſe few days, Madam, I never 


« nerable, or I ſhould have paid my reſpects to you? 
before now, and aſſured you of my affeQtion.” _ 
She looked at him very attentively, for ſome time, 


© without ſpeaking, 


„ I believe,” ſaid ſhe at laſt, · that 700 muſt be: 


% my nephew indeed. - You have your father's face, 
* nay, his voice. I remember well, very well, when. 


the poor young man came to me, before he was 


« married to your mother and I remember Doctor. 
Wakefield too very well —he was a very worthy, 
« man. But I never knew that my nephew was 
“married to his daughter.— And how. came you to 
„be called Rigby? ? 2 þ g 


He explained theſe matters as well as he could. and 


tie „d, Lady ſeemed very well pleaſed with him. 


She made him ſtay with her, and every hour the like- 


nels ot his tather was more viſible in him. The many 
| tokens: 
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tokens of teſpect and affection that he ſhewed to hex 
ga ve her a great deal of ſatisfaction. Nor was this 
tegard fergned or hypocritical. He had naturally a 
great venera ion for age. It inſpired him with awe 
ard reſpect: the 1efleQion of the pleaſure he ſhould 
receive himſelf from the attention that younger peo- 
ple ſhoul pay him when advanced in years, influen- 
ced his conduct, and regulated his behaviour. His 
eee was not offended at the length or num- 
ber of the ſtories ſhe told him concerning the family ; 
he liſtened to them attentively and patiently, and e- 
ven ſolicited her to repeat ſome of them. The next 
morning he found the old Lady up as ſoon as he was; 
and when he talked of returning, The infifted"on his 
ſtaying a week with her his he told her, though 
happy as he ſhould be in her n could not be 
complied with at that time, but he would foon pay 
her another viſit. In the courſe of their converſation 
ſhe told him he muſt change his name to Kingſley, 
which he promiſed to do As he deiermined to quit 
her early the next morning, ſhe took her le ve of 
kim very affectionately oyer night, and gave him a 
1 aß ſeal ring which had been a lang time in the fa- 
8 mily, and which the regarded very much. He was 
obliged to promiſe to return to ber ſoon again—and 

they parted. His defign was to proceed to Bury, iu 

. hopes to fee his mother. He had already reached 

the borders of Suffolk, and was pleafing himſelf with 

the expeQaiion of meeting his good friends, and re- 

turning in the proper time to Lydia: for he bad 

written twice to her, and aſſured her how anxious he 

was to be with her again. He was in a road that he 

knew nothing of, and was in a ſtran ze country. A 

he doubted which way to go, an. elderly , gentleman 
overtook him, of whom he enquired his road to Bury, 
The other very courteouſly replied that he was go-, 
ing part of the way himlelf, and would direct him 
properly. Rigby thanked him, and they rode on in 
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an 2 pace together for a mile or better. They 
ec 


both ſeemed: very well pleaſed with each other; 
the old*gentleinan: with his companion's modeſty and 
good ſenſe ; and his jocularity and facetiouſneſs was 
as agreeable to Rigby, whom he invi ed home with 
him where he was then going, but which he excuſed 
himſelf from, ſaying he was in haſte to meet a friend 
at Bury, but expreſſed many obligations to him for 
his civility. They were almoſt at the road where 
Rigby was to part from him, when paſſing by a nar- 
row lane, three fellows, armed with cutlaſſes and 
bludgeons, on foot, ruſhed out, and one of them ſei- 
red the old gentleman's horſe by the bridle, and 
made a ſtroke. at him. Rigby ſaw his danger, and re- 
ceived it upon a ſtout whip which he had in his hand, 
and with which he immediately knocked the aſſail 

ant down. Inſtantly he found himſelf receive a hea- 
vy blow on the ſhaulder, which, however, did not 


prevent him from drawing his piſtul from the holſters, 


which he fired at one of them without ſucceſs. He 
had not time to take the other out before he got a 
blow on; the. fide of the head with a ſtick, which 
broughi him to the ground: and now would the 
ruffians have executed their bloody purpoſes, if they 
had not been prevented by the appearance of three 
travellers; whom the report of the piſtol had alarmed, 
making up to them as faſt as they could, The two 


villains ran up the lane; and the third lay ſtill on 


the earth, ſtunned with the blows he had received. 
Near him was extended Rigby. in a much worſe con- 
dition; for be had received a deep eut in the ſhoul- 
der with a cuilaſs, and a contuſion in his head, with 
the fall he had from his horſe, The people WhO 
came up to them, and enquired what was the matter, 
were ſoon inforined by the gentleman, who knew one 


of them. They ſeized and ſecured the robber, and 


then aſſiſted Rigby tõ mount his horſe, which he was 
hardly able to fit. One was diſpatched for a ſurgeon, 
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while the eons hoped to ſupport him till he got ty 
the gentleman's houſe, which was but a ſhort way off. 
But as ſoon as he was taken down, he fainted away 


wich loſs of blood, and was carried ſenſeleſs into the | 


houſe. 


This affair naturally created a great alarm, and 
the gentleman's wife came to ſee what was the mat- 
ter. To prevent her being ſhocked, he told her in 
general and ſhort terms how 'the affair happened. 
Generous young man,” ſaid ſne. let me go 
and try to aſſiſt him,; perhaps F may be of ſome 
* ſervice to him.“ | 
dhe went to the couch on which he was laid: but 
judge if thou canſt, reader, of the a gony that ſeized 
the heart of Mrs. Leeſon, for it was Mrs. Leeſon her- 
ſelf, when ſhe beheld her beloved ſon, lying pale, 
bloody and ſpeechleſs before her ! Exceſs of 
horror tied up her tongue, and reſtrained her ſteps, 
but it was only for a moment. | | 

O good God,” exclaimed ſhe, clapping her 
hands together. why do Hive to ſee this hour! 
Oh my ſon, my ſon.“ added ſhe throwing herſelf on 
the bleeding youth“ yet open thine eyes—live 
* but for a moment, that I may bleſs you.” - 

Her cries rouſed him to life. LP 
Where am I ?” ſaid he in a faint voice. 
In your mother's arms, never to be ſeparated 
% from her | 


At that moment the ſurgeon arrived, and began to 


examine his patient. Maria had followed her mo- 
ther, and no ſooner had he ſeen Rigby in that con- 
dition, than ſhe fainted away. Mr. Leeſon was in a 
ſtate of aſtoniſhment ; he knew not what to do, or 
what to think. He neither attended to his wife, his 
chi d. or to the ſtranger who had been wounded in 
his defence, and by whoſe means he eſcaped unhurt. 
The ſurgeon drew bim from this reverie, by deſiring 
that the ſick man might be put to bed, and kept ex- 

1 | | : | tremely 
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tremely quiet, for he could not think him out of dan- 
ger. Mr. Leeſon's genereſity and humanity retur- 
ned; and he ſaw theſe orders executed himſelf, and 
that every proper care was taken of him. The paſt” 
ſcene then recurred to his mind, and the more he 
thou ht of it, the more inexplicable it was to him, 
He returned to the parlour, where Maria, though 
diſſolved in tears herſelf, was endeavouring to com- 
fort her afflicted mother. He eyed them with a look 
of anger and ſeated himſelf in a ſullen filence. At 
length he ſpoke, and adreſſed himſelf to his wife. 
« It is t you, madam, 1 muſt apply for an expla- 
nation of this extraordinary ſcene ; what am Ito 
« underſtand by it ?” "I f 
; a pauſed, and the weeping matron could not 
eak. | N 
| ay Why do you not anſwer me? And when you 
« do, be careiul that you do not trifle. You 
call this young man your ſon; the agonies the 
* fight of him, in that dreadtul condition, threw you 
« into are a ſufficient proof of that aſſertion. You 
e came as a maiden to my arms: my unſuſpecting 
* credulity received you as ſuch ; as ſuch I have 
« honoured and eſteemed you. Am Ito find in 
«© this evening hour of my life, that I have ſpent my 
« days with a wanton ? Dreadful thought! The 
„ ſtain will lie upon you, my poor children, and on 
j „me. — What ſhalll do!” | 
*I] needed not theſe injurious calumnies, Mr. Lee- 
1 ©« ſon, to aggravate my diſtreſs; but they are equal- 
« ly falſe and vain. '| he character I have ſupported | 
as your wife for ſo many years might have ſa ved 
« me, Ithink, from this 1mputation, and eſtabli - 
ed my fame: but though I am not guilty, I may” 
| « be culpabie.”. ABI | 
| As ſhe ſpoke the roſe. and went out of the room. 
| Leeſon was now more diſturbed than ever; This 
| was a confeſſion that, he thought, no woman * 
„ f a E 
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be induceꝗ to make. As Maria was following her 
mother, he called her back. —** What is the mean- 
ing of all this? Do you know any thing of your 
% mother's behaviour??? ä - 
Nothing, Sir;” ſaid ſhe trembling at the ſtern- 
neſs with which he addreſſed her, but what would 
do honour to any woman.” | 
Have you both conſpired to deceive me? Do 
% you know any thing of this ſon of heis? Did you 
ever ſee him before?“ | | 

„% have, Sir, but—” | 

4+ But what? Speak ! or be dumb for ever.“ 

cannot, indeed, papa, without my mother's 
„ permiſſion ? : 
. 5 ++ Ungracious girl! Do you alſo join in my dif- 
„% honour ? Hence from my preſ-nce, nor ſce my 
face till you know your duty to me.” + 

She retired, weeping. He walked about the room 


with hafty ſteps, labouring under the greateſt agita- 


tions — I will go to her, I am reſolved,” ſaid be, 
« and force the ſecret cf my infamy from her. Yet 
no tongue, however malicious, has been able to im- 
t peach her fame ſince the has been my wife. With 
esa careful eye I watched her paths; nor did 
„% ſhe," as 1 have the greateſt reaſon to believe, 
ever turn afide from the road of virtue. But 
<< ſtrange ſuſpicions ariſe. She would not lien to 
* my addreſſes for a long time. 8be had ano- 
ther lover too before me. He, I ſuppoſe enjoyed 
„ thoſe charms which I ſo fookihly thought were 
4 referved for me. This is horrid ! and I have lived a 
« wittol;a"dupe.impoſed upon by the ſtaleſt arrifices; 
« whilſt diſgrace and Thame muſt ever attend me, 
« and my family. I is not to be borne ! T will make 
the traitreſs inform me of her own iniquity.” She 
has even eſtranged the affections of my daughter, 


from me, Iwill know the worſt inftantly ; and be 


my 


no longer doubtful of my misfortune.” 
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He went to fearch for her; ſhe was not ia ber 
own apartment: he looked in others, and at laſt tur- 
ned his ſteps towards Rigby s room. He entered 
gently. leſt he ſhould diſturb him; and there he ſaw 
his wife fitting by the ſide of the bed, gazing atten- 
tively on the youth, who was fallen into a flamber. 
By her fide ſat Maria, the picture of grief; for her 
mother's afflition and her father's anger had great- 
ly affected her. ; 7 

This cene ſtruck him forcibly. He loved his wiſe, 
and that love made him careful of ber: but he could 
not ſee her thus weeping over the fruit of another 
man's love, without teeling a degree of rage, hardly 


tolerable ; yet his gratitude for the perſon who had 


livered him from the hand of aſſaſſins, and had 
offered ſo much by the generousaction, reftrained his 
fury, and he ſtifled his reſentment for the preſent. 
He contented bimſelf with beckoning to Maria, and 
ng her what, was the young man's name ? to 
which, ſhe replied ** Rigby.” And he turned upon 
his heel, and went out again as filently as he entered. 
Ri.by, Rigby,” ſaid he, as he walked towards the 
garden: that is not the name that I heard menti- 
* oned as her lover. That was Kingſley, if I recolle& 
% aright — then the has had variety, 1 ihall godit- 
* raed,” , - 
His hapleſs wife yet. ſuffered more than he did. 
The conſequences of diſcovering her ſon, in the ago- 
ny of her heart, were, preſent. to her imagination. 
She knew Mr. Leeſon's jealous temper ; and her own 


| meanneſs in concealing the truth of her ſituation 


from him, when ſhe married him, ſtruck her moſt 
foreihly at that inſtant, She forefaw that all her 
happineſs with him was at an end, and theii future 
life, if they ſhould remain together, would be a con- 
tinual ſcene of miſery. On his part, eternal reproa- 
ches and upbraidings, would every hour remind her 
of her faults, | von at 
Theſe 


- and the preſent impoſſibility of gratifying that defire, 
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Theſe reflect ons ſuggeſted themſelves to her very 
often, ſince ſhe met her ſon at Mrs. Hillaſton's. The 
fear of a diſcovery, her conſcious ſhame, and her 
dread of her huſband, preyed on her mind, and preju- 
diced her health, This laſt interview laid the axe 
to the root. She at that inſtant had her ſon, whom 


_ the ſo tenderly loved, before her eyes, removed but 


one ſtep from death This, added to the conflicts 
ſne had before endured, were more than her nature 
could ſupport. As her eyes gazed on her wounded 
child, a mift was gathered over them, a thick film 


obſcured her ſight ; her thickening blood throbbed 


tumultuouſſy in her tumid veins 3 her brain boiled 
in its cells. F 
„Maria,“ ſaid ſhe, lead me to my chamber 
« Oh, my head, my head ! I ſhall ſoon ceaſe to be 
“ tormented, my woes will ſoon be at an end” 
Maria. terrified at her mother's words, obeyed in 
filence, and found that ſhe had ſpoken but too 
truly Aſſiſtance was immediately called, and ſhe 
was put to bed in a very diſtempered ſtate. Mr. 
'Leefon was informed of this, and went to ſee her; 
but he found her ſo ill, that he was really alarmed 
for her ſafety, and immediately ſent for phyſicians 


and proper help. His affections returned at the aght 
of her danger, and he no more remembered his ſuſpi- 
cions. He even reproached himſelf, as the cauſe of 


her diforder, by treating her ſo harſhly. This ſelf⸗ 
condemnation was encreaſed, when, 1n her delirium, 
for ſhe loſt her ſenſes that night, ſhe entreated to 
be ſcreened from her huſband. He was now truly 
wretched. | 


In five days, Rigby recovered bimſelf ſurpriſingly, 


and was able to leave his bed. But his mind was 
by no means ip as good a ſtate as his body; his ab- 


' ſence from Lydia, and the uneaſineſs ſhe would feel 


at his protracted ſtay ; his own defire to be with her, 


gave 


— 
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ave him more torment than his corporeal ſufferings. 
fle thought of Raging for Hillaſton ; but his hopes 
of being in another three days able to go home in a 
carriage, prevented. him, This trouble was aug- 
mented by the converſation he had that daywith 
Mr. 24 „ 

„I give you joy, Sir,” ſaid he, as he came into , 
the room, of the Boas news which your ſurgeon 
« has informed me of. There are now no doubts af 
« your recovery, provided you take a little care.“ 

* That which your goodneſs has taken of me, 
* renders me cautious,” JO TIT +. e 
Oh, fay nothing of that: am not I indebted to 
| you for my life? for I learn by the fellow whom 
— WH © we took, that there was a deſign to murder me 
be and can I be too grateful to him, who has been 
x e the means of my preſervation ? ſay no more, Sir, 
in on that head, for I ſhall never be able to return 
00 Wl © the obligation.“ | 3 
he « You over-rate my ſervices, Sir. An action that 
Ar, “ ſprung merely from humanity, deſerves not theſe 
* “ particular acknowledgments. But ſhall I beg 
„ to know to whom 1 have been happy- enough to 
ans “render his ſervice ?” . | 
ght «-My name is Leeſon. Sir.” ' 
pl- «. Leeſon l“ ſaid he, ſtarting; I was informed 
ol Wl otherwiſe.“ ' | ATM 
«You are right, fir ; you were ſo. But it was by 
im, “ defire of the ſurgeon. | 5 

to « And what myſtery was couched under thax 
uly Wl © prohibition ?—Leeſon !” RX 
Lou ſeem to know the name RAP PLL 
ly, « I do—ſomething like a dream recurs to my 
« diſturbed imagination, of having ſeen—— 

«« Your mother.” 
feel * Ha ! where did you learn that ſecret ??, 
er, * From her di-ſtreis at ſeeing you brought here, 
rc, Wl © wounded and b oody.“ N 
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Soon after he quitted the room, Maria came to 
Rigby, and with a flood or tears, acquainted him 
with the particulars of her mother's -ſituation, of 
whoſe recovery the phyſicians gave no hopes. He 
cquld neither give to, or receive comfort from his 
weeping ſiſter. He ſat in a ſtate of ſilent grief, 

_ almoſt inſenſible to every thing about him, He pre- 
vailed on her to let him ſee his mother, and ſhe pro- 
miſed to comply with it ;but it only encreaſed his 
aMiQion, to ſee her ſo much altered, and hear her 

. Tavings. Mr Leeſon viſited him frequently, as well 
as Maria, whenever the could. ſpare time from her 
awendance on her mother. The former conceived 

a very great regard for him: ſo much did his modeſt 

and reſpeQful behaviour win upon him, who had 
firſt, little leſs than an abſolute averſion to him, 
contidering him as che proof of his wife's gui 
49" | 13 
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In ſorrow and lamentations did this afflicted family 
ſpend their time for three days. On the eighth of 
y ber illneſs, they received the pleaſing account, 
that ſhe ſlept well the preceding night, breathed - 
eaſier, and ſeemed more compoted than ſhe had yet 
2 been, and her fever appeared to be a little abated, 
u This gave them all great joy; and they put up 
their prayers to Heaven, to reſtore her to them once 
more. She remained for ſome hours in a ſlumber : 
ſo it was not known what effect her reſt had upon 
her. 1 
About ten, their pleaſure was encreaſed, by hear- 
d ing that ſhe had recovered her ſenſes, and knew 
every body. This circumſtance re- inſpired them 
C with hopes; and Mr. Leeſon went to ſee her. In a 
few minutes he returned, and informed Rigby and 
ry Maria that their mother wanted to ſee them all to- 
|. gether. They followed him into the room; and 
y, gby, throwing himſelf on his knees at the bedſide, 
le preſſed her hand to his trembling lips. 8 
gleſſed be the God that has reſtored me to my 
to ! ſenſes, my dear child, that I may fee you ere I die, 
m WT that I may give my bleſſing to you, that I may 
of charge thee to vindicate my name, when Iam. 
Je (no more. I feel myſelf going, life ebbs apace ; 
us my nature, exhauſted by the violent attacks of this 
ef, ( dreadful diſorder, makes this one effort to repel- 
e- (its force: but I am ſo weak that I cannot hold 
o- WW" it long This is that-dreadful pauſe that pre- 
is ( cedes diſſolution. In this hour, the ſoul, loſing 


er (every hope of being re- united to the body in this 
ell “ world. only looks — to the next. In this 
er moment, can I pretend to utter the words of falſe- 

ed “ hood or ſhall I ruſh into eternity, loaden with a a 


* guilty, lye? I look up to thee, my honoured, m7 
* beloved yet injured huſband, oppreſſed with con- 
ſcious ſhame; I look up to thee for pardona :/ 
: afooliſh weakneſs prevented my - informing you | 

8 G2 f before 


14% THE HISTORY OP 


4 before we were united, that I had been married 
to Mr. Kingſley, and fear prevented me after. 
<< wards ; but this deception has gone near to m 


< heart, it has occaſioned this illneſs, My life is 


«© the ſacrifice of my crimes, and may it atone for 
«© them—I hold it criminal to have concealed any 
«+ thing from ſo tender, ſo kind an huſband : yet 
let me net deſcend to the grave, without thy 
.cc pardon 3 let not my laſt hour be marked with thy 
„ indignation. Never have I injured thee,” in any 
„other inſtance, ſince I became your wife; and 


© maſter of my affection, as you were of my perſon, 


% my only ſtudy was to encreaſe your happineſs. 


Let me not want thy forgiveneſs, to enable me 


to bear the approach of death with more forti- 
% tude.” 


Mr. Leeſon was moved to an exceſs by this 


addreſs. He attempted to ſpeak ; ſobs and groans 


ſtopped his utterance ; his tears flowed down his 


_ Cheeks, and he ſtood torn by paſſions he could not 


give a vent to. Maria and Rigby were not leſs agi- 


tated ; the dying lady alone preſerved an heroic 
. compoſure. At length her huſband found his ſpeech : 
he threw himſelf on the bed by her, he preſſed her 
to his throbbing heart in an extacy of grief— 80 


„may the Almighty forgive me in the day of judge- 
«© ment, ſo may his mercy ſpare me in the hour of 
« his wrath, as I pardon and forgive thee, my beſt 
« Maria, thou virtuous partner of my afflicted 
hear: ut yet live; live, that I may make thee 
«ample amends for the injurious ſuſpicions I en- 
„ tertained of you. 

lt muſt not be,” ſaid ſhe, ſtraining him with 2 
anguid embrace to her pale lips, I decay 24 


moment; yet my heart feels its exhauſted ſtren 


wa little renewed by thy kindneſs. I thank thee 
from my ſoul for all thy goodneſs to me, and more 


i particularly this laſt mark of it: addt6 it by 
-£© raking care of my other little ones, whom I have 


* % not 
| wt? 
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« not the happinefs of ſeeing in theſe my laſt mo- 
ments And you, my children, to whom I have 
related the hiſtory of my life, reveal it to my 
* honoured lord; he will reſpe& the memory of her 
„ whom-he loved.” 

„Say no more,” ſaid he, ſobbing: you diſtreſs 
« me beyond utterance ; I am become a child a 
« ſecond- time; this unexampled tenderneſs over- 
* comes me.” 5 

« Yet weep not for me; we ſhall meet again. 
« Maria, my beloved daughter, let thy mother's 
fate be a warning to thee, never to quit the paths 
* of truth. Let an ingenuous openneſs govern all 
„thy actions: then ſhall not ſhame approach thee, . 
« or fear of detection embitter thy-days:- May the 
God of heaven beſtow his peace upon thee, and 
« grant thee happineſs. Embrace me, my children: 

J have no wi h to live but for your ſakes. Fare- 

« well, my deareſt ſon : think of me ſometimes.— 

& Father, into thy hands I. commend my fpirit” 

. was ſcarce audible : ſhe fell back in the arms of her 

ſon, and expired without a groan, | . 
The attention of the wretched- huſband- and a- 


0 flicted ſon were turned to Maria, who fell lifeleſs Y 
* by her mother's ſide. They removed her into a- 1 
of nother apartment, and with ſome difficulty, recalled a 
ſt her to life, | 8 


"BW After the funeral of the dear deceaſed had been 
decently performed, Rigby complied with his mo- 


2 ther's deſire, and related the hiſtory of her life to 
Mr. Leeſon, as it had been imparted tio him, When f 
he had finiſhed this narrative, Mr. Leeſon joined a- 2 


, freſh with him in lamenting his mother, whom he 
1 now reſpected more than ever. He aſſured him that 
he ſhared his regard and affection with his ow] n 


> children, giving him, at the ſame time, very lively- 
by marks of bis eſtem. | 2 
el. | Rigby” 
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| Rigby declared his intentions of departing from 


him the day after his mother's interment, as his bu- 
ſineſs called him away, and he could not bear to 


ſtay in the houſe As he was going to Hillaſtons, 
he aſked leave to take Maria with him, as change of 


place might diſſipate her grief, which, it was feared, 
would affect her too much. Maria was perſuaded 
to accompany her brother, and the next day they 
ſet out together. | 


SHS HESSSS0900000040 


BOOK AXE. 


I E ſudden appearance of Rigby at Mrs. Hil. 


laſton's, accompanied by Maria, . occaſioned 


great ſurprize, not on account of his return, for they 


expected him daily, and were uneaſy at his long ſtay; 


but to ſee him come muffled up, ſo much changed 
ſo pale and dejected, and with Miſs Leeſon, n 
whoſe face they could delineate ſorrow, cauſed uni- 


verſal conſternation. Hillaſton happened to be a 


home when their chaiſe ſtop'd in the yard. He wu 


firſt to hand them out: but he drew back with 


aſtoniſhment, when he beheld his friend's counte- 


'Hance. | | 1 | 
Good God ! Rigby, what ails you? I am ſorry 


* 
- 


s toſee you thus 


1-4. Ah, Hillaſton, I am bad enough indeed.“ 


time informed Hillaſton of what 


They aſſiſted Maria, who was received with great 


fri-ndſhip by th ladies; and Righy, in the mean 
ad paſſed ſince he 
| ſaw 
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om ſaw him: who endeavoufed to conſole his griefs, and 
by- ſympathized with him. His mother teſtified. great 
© to marks of affection for Rigby ; and the joy the 
n's, family felt at the happy reſtoration of Hillaſton, 


> of. was damped by the fight of afflition that their. vifi- 
red tors laboured under. bie could not forbear diſ- 
ded cloſing his uneaſineſs to Hillaſton, at not having 
hey been able to return to Berkſhire within the limited 
time,—** But to-morrow,” ſaid he © I will go; 
* my poor Lydia thinks I have forſaken her. Iam 
«© very unhappy about her, as I have had no an- 
„ ſwers to my letters. The reluQance ſhe expreſſed 
H at patting with me comes freſh into my remem- 
„ brance, and I begin to think ſomething unforty- 
«nate attends me: I know not what it is, but I 

have very unuſual fears.“ Nie : | 

His friend wiſhed to diſengage him from * 2 . 
thoughts, which he told him, were only the conſe- 
quences of his weakneſs. and the extraordinary agi- 

tations he had lately undergone, He alſo promiſes: 

It. to go along with him. This was very pleaſing to him, 


gl and every thing was prepared for their departure the 
hey next morning: but a fever feized Rigby in the 
27 night, and he was ſo very ill the next day, that there 
7 was no poſſibility of his ſtirring. The whole family 
"i were intereſted in his welfare : and theif' care and 
ank attention to him ſhewed the earneftneſs of their 
at wiſhes for his recovery. It was ten days before his 
wa diſorder left him: and it was not judged prudent for 
rith him to venture on a journey for 4 week after he was 
me⸗ able to walk about. This gave him great uncaſi- 
neſs; for he was very anxious to return to Berkſhire. 
m And what enereaſed his anxiety was, that there was 
no anſwer made to his letter which he wrote to Mis 
Bennet, informing her of the cauſe of this delay, 
oat and where he was This ſtate of uncertainty was 
* intolerable : and, in ſpite of every remonftrance to 


; b the contrary, he ſet out, though far from being re- 
by TI: : G 4 1 | eſtabliſhed- 


8 
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_ eſtabliſhed in health. accompanied by his friend. 


the thoughts of his beloved Lydia. 


They arrived without any accident at Wilking's ; 


* 


and the journey ſeemed to have been of ſervice to 


Rigby, who mended greatly as he approached the 


place where he ſuppoſed Lydia was. 


The length of time he had been abſent had ſo far 
exceeded his intended return, that the farmer's fa- 


mily were all uneaſy about. him, and were glad to 


ſee him come back though ſo ill. He failed not to 


ak, the moment of his artival, if they had heard 


any thing of Mrs. Wilcox, or Miſs Bennet. Mrs, 

Wilkins quitted the room: the farmer looked wit 

fully at him, ſhook his head, and remained ſilent. 
Why do not you ſpeak ?” ſaid he—** that ſi- 


. * lence prognoſticates ſomething dreadful. I have 


«: juſt ſeen my mother die, and am acquainted with 
« woe, I can bear misfortune : let me know the 


: 


g ä „ worſt that attends me.“ 


» 4 - 


„ Indeed, Mr. Rigby you ſhould be prepared.” | 


I ſu poſe,” ſaid he haſtily, © ſhe is dead too. 


© Is it ſo?” 
« It is but too true.“ 


Thy will be done—I ſubmit. But I ſhould be 
formed of other materials, to endure this weight 
„of affliction. Surely I cannot ſupport it.“ 


_ He leſt the room abruptly, and retiring to his own 


chamber, threw himſelf on the bed-in a fit of de- 


ſpair. Words cannot paint his diſtres, or the ago- 
nies he at that moment experienced, Hillaſton 
feared that this news would make him relapſe, and 


acquainted Wilkins with every thing that had hap- 


pened. . 180 | ve aff 36% 
When the firſt tranſports of the afflicted Rigby's 


im. He found him inſenſible to every thing but 


grief were a lütle abated, Hillaſton went up to 


* 


a 
., «© Viſer is our lot in a greater or leſſer degree,” 


ſaid HiLaſton it 1s dealt out tous in larger or 


„ ſmaller 


— 


, 


/ 


TOM RIGEY. 19 


et ſmaller portions; thine is heavy to bear, and 
« requires the more fortitude I confeſs you have 


«reaſon to grieve. I lament her loſs, for ſhe was 


« worthyto be lamented.” “J 
„She was, indeed. Ah; Hillaſton, - you: knew 


«& not the virtues of her ſoul, . her purity, her fond- 


«neſs. Her perfon was not more lovely, and it 
« was truly ſo, than her mind was charming. Where 
„ ever ſhall I find ſuch perfections joined in one 


„woman again? Is not my fate very hard? Scarce- 


« ly had T won her to my wiſh; and began to form 
«© plans of happineſs with her in future life, than 
« the is ſnatched: away from me; and I am left 
«© miſerable, and excluded from every comfort. 
„Never ſhall my heart know love more; never 
„ ſhall my boſom harbour affection for any other 


„ woman;. Hear this reſolution; thou pure ſaint, 


„ whoſe gentle ſpirit, perh' ps at this moment, ho- 


vers over thy afflicted lover, and fees with ſatis- 
faction the grief that thy loſs has occaſioned, and 


„ hears with pleaſure the vow he now makes. Short 
« will be my days, and ſoon ſhall L-foliow- thee; to 
« ue eld grade! „e 07 te 

. Hillaſton was pierced to the heart at his friend's 
diſtreſs : every argument he could vie was unavail- 


ing, and he refuſed to be comforted. He rejected 


leave his room, The” only amuſement he coveted. 
was to have an undiſturbed indulgence to reſſect on 
his Lydia; to weep over her loſs, and lament his 


all manner of ſuſtenance for that day, nor would he 


on miſery.. The ſecond day he perſevered in his 


reſolution. Hillaſton entreated him to come down 
among the family, and take tome nouriſhment. 

I have no occaſion for food“ ſaid he: I 
am full my woe leaves no room for any thing 


elſe : I drink from the bitter cup of adyerfiry, 
and ſo row is my companion. Leave me to my- 


ba elf, Hillaſton.“ g Jene 63 


— 


R G 5 hat 


| 
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[1266 That Iwill not do. From being afflicted my- 
£66: ſelf, J become the comforter. 


ſhall 3 
6 to adminiſter i the ſame conſolation to you which 


ou ſo kindly afforded to me? | 
MP ages Pane 4 to combat all his. arguments, and 
"nick much difficulty, he ' prevailed on him to go 
down ſtairs with him However, he would not ſta ay 
long with them, but gave looſe in ſolitude to his 


grief, which preyed on his heart, and almoſt ſhook 
bis reaſon from her ſeat. While he thus indulged 
: his unavailing ſorrow, Hillaſton felt the eſteem he 
ever had for Hannah Wilkins ſoften into a tenderer 
paſſion. He beheld her wich more pleaſure than 
formerly: he ſought her company, and was uneaſy 


at her abſence. Though he was not unacquainted 


with her humanity, and the tenderneſs of her dif- 
poſition, it enereaſed his good opinion of her when 
| * beheld the concern ſhe exprefled, and really felt, 
ot Rigby's grief, and the occaſion of it. He had 


hinted in his * with her, that he had ſome- 
-: thing material to communicate to her: now was 


the time. He began to find that ſhe was efſentially 


., heceſſary to his happineſs, and wiſhed to learn how 
ſhe ſtood affected to him. He ſeized. the firſt oppor- 


tunity that offered when ſhe was alone, and they 


had a probability of enjoying their converiation un- 
diſturbec. 


„, Poor Mr. Rigby, „ ſaid ſhe, ** how ſorry a m1 


85 


> * 
4 
- 


4 
4 
« 1 


* 
1 


% for him! He is a conſtant lover indeed. 4d 
He is ſo, and I ſincerely pity his ſituation ; but 


11:46]: think itz is preferable * that of him who 
191146 loves withuut return.“ 


That was touching to od, he felt the force 


| | of it; her blood mounted into her cheeks. 


(£7 66, My dear Hannah, continued he, I told you 


ebe laſt Ila you, that I had ſomething pani· 


t cular to ſay to you; 1 hope it will not by E | 
+. able to you.” 
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Move Hannah's unea ſineſs began to encreaſe; ſhe 


| durſt not look at him, or ſpeak; her confuſion was 
very viſible. 0 


It is a cireumſtance I. aſſure-you, that my fu- 


«ture happineſs in a- great meaſure depends upon. I 


% love you, . Hannah! your many good qualities 
„ have created a „ and laſting paſſion in my 
heart; I hope to inſpire you with the ſame : my 
“ affection is honourable, and I wiſh: to ſanRify it 
„by. the moſt holy and _— ties. Jam a fran- 
„ger to compliments or talſehood: if you will 


unite your fate to mine, I will — . to make 


1 fle paſs as happily as I can.“ 


y | e pauſed; but the trembling Hannah could not 
d _ anſwer him. 
1 My deareſt girl,“ ſaid he, I ſpeak with the: 
el ** greateſt truth and ſincerity; I long eſteemed you; 
t, a . 47e in the hours of my frenzy I regarded you. It 
ad is not difficult to change friendſhip. into love: 
e "2 We have experieneed. Tell methen, Hannah, 
72S * whether I am diſagreeable to you, or whether 
lly © your heart is engaged to any other perſon: in 
OW « either caſe I will deſiſt from teizing you with my 
or- * addrefles; - Speak then, as well for my ſake. as 
1ey „% your own.“ 
n- % How. can I ſpeak, ſir 7 faid ſhe, with a faul 
„ tering voice. What can !] ſay to you? Or how 
1 80 hall believe that a gentleman of; family, of for- 
tune, and your ſituation in life, can think . ſe- 
but rnouſly of a poor farmer's daughter, without for- 
ho „e tune, or any other recommendation. mere: 
" * .neſty; Nu ls en 
rce I have told you nochin Sk lovely girl, „re- 
| plied. he, taking her tumulous hand in his, than 
you you may not believe. The moſt ungenerous 
rii- ding a man can do, is to endeavour to prepoſſeſs 
fee WH a woman with an opinion that he is fond or her, 


; £ . wien intention to- cc ber. Such procee- 
oor (nel U 4 dihgs ; 
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© dings my heart is a ſtranger to, and my tongue 
4 does not belie it. I have offered the moſt con- 
4 vincipg proof of my affection: conſent to become 
e my wife: I want no fortune; and it is more 
t pleaſure for me to beſtow it upon you, than to re- 
« ceive it at your hands. 1 have no conceptians of 
0 ycur father's making objections: it only remains 
„ then with 2 my charming girl, to reward my 
+ 68 Pens! and crown it with joy, by beſtowing your 
and on me, by believing my truth, my ſincerity, 


66 
2 and my love. | | 
« Oh i we are but too apt to believe what we « 
« with.” $ | ny 9 
% And am I fo happy,“ ſaid he, claſping the un- 66 
reluctant maid to his boſom, as to find it your with, 
„% My lovely Hannah, from this hour I will make * b 
« myſtudyro re kindneſs, y' ur openneſs and b 
“ generoſity, in letting me know my fate at once, P 
and not keeping me in ſuſpence and torment.” N 
Her reply was dictated by modeſty and good ſenſe, 1 
which ſtill rendered her more dear to him. He pr. 0 
duced,the written fragment he had found, and aſked h 
her if it was her hand. She confeſſed i: was, with a h 
: bluſh, and requeſted of him to return it. n 
« No,” ſaid he, I will preſerve it whilſt T live ; tt 
8 this ſhall be the teſtimonial of your regard or Pl 
„% me: this ſhall be my remembrance that my dear- b 
n eſt Hannah d 2 well of me, even when I was p 
© not/mylelf : and 1 have no greater reaſon to thank 


1 heaven for the reſtoration of my ſenſes, than as it 6 
„ „ has given me an opportunity of repaying, in ſome 
% meaſure, your kindneſs and compaſſion to me.” T 


Hannah, though ſhe could ha ve liftened to him 40 
from morn till dewy eve, a ſummer's day, yet was glad 


when they were interrupted. Her hear was cvere « 
| OI and ſhe longed to give it vent. Her tears, * 
. which fell plentifully in private, calmed her tranſ- s 
Pers, and moderated- her joy, Which was exceffive, © © 


1 Rigby, 
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Rigby, though his grief was not at all aba ed, yet in 


compliance to the deſire of his friend, once more mix- 
ed with the family. He aſked the farmer if he knew 
where Miſs Bennet was buried; who replied, he had 
heard that ſhe died in London, but where ſhe was in- 
terred he knew not. 

«© No doubt Mrs. Wilcox can inform you.“ ſaid 
« Hillaſton; and I think you ſhould go and fee 
«. her.” | | 

«© Its my intention,” replied he: * but how ſhall 

I ſupport an interview with her? How thall l again 
« behold thoſe places where I have been ſo happy 
« with Lydia? Ir will be death to me; neverthe- 
«1:6 I will go to her.“ | 5 a 

The next day he put this reſolution in practice; 
but every ſtep he took towards the fpot where. he had 
been bleſſed with Lydia, inc eaſed hi» ſoriow. His eyes 

poured forth tears, his burſting heart was ſwollen 
with woe: he a laſt reached Mrs. Wilcox's houſe. 


e, The appearance of Rigby ſurprized the ſervant that 
— opened the door. On his enquiring for er niſtreſs, 
d he was informed that ſhe: had juſt recovered: from her 
a lying-in, and was but indifferent He fent her up, to 

notify his being there; and Mrs. Wilcox deſired him 
Y to walk up. He obeyed, and found her very weak 


or and ill. When the ſaw him ſhe could not peak, 


II's but burſt into tears. Rigby's eyes overflowed ſym- 
as . patherically. . ; 


ok I I ſhould apologize to you, Mr. Rigby, for bring- 
it © ing you in t/a ſick chamber“. > 
ne Lam very ſorry for the occaſion of it, madam, 
„% May you live long and -appily ; but your poor 

im &© coufin—ſhe is no more.” 
ad Alas, Sir,” ſaid ſne, I fear it is but too true. 
- „1 thought the news would have killed me, it was 
rs, * ſo ſudden and ſhocking. | I bave not rec« vered it 
af „yet, and I fear never ſhall ; the dear, the wonthy 
by, | Pray, 


E 


cout, or elſe I 
were away 
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£58 Pray y, madam,” ſaid Rigby, ** where did ſhe 
t die, and of what diforder; and where was the by. 


nee 
„ "Theſe: are particular: Fcan hardly inform you 


«r 
Mr. Wilcox came down in a great hurry, and 
told Lydia, that her affairs required her immediate 
Preſence inLondon. as there were ſome large ſum 
of money in a perſon's hands, who was going to 
fail, as it was apprehended, and that it was abſo- 


him, and that they my#t depart the next morning, 


-* lutely neceſſary ſhe. 1 go up to London, with 
46 
. * She-ſeemed very unwilling eto go, but was at lat ' 


prevailed upon, and went away. I was then very 
«big with child, and expected every moment to cry 
ould have accompanied her, They 
ove a month, before I heard any 
thing of then: and what gave me great uneaf- 
neſs, was, that Lydia neyer wrote to me. Mr. 


8 4% Wilcox came home without her; my month had 
: 66 


not then expired. 1 enquired after the dear girl 


His anſwers alarmed and inflamed my curioſity. 


What is the reaſon chat Lydia did not return 


4 with you ?” ſaid. 


« She is dead and buried, replied he. 
Is fainted. away; and he left the room before | 


had recovered my ſenſes. I ſaw. him again only- 
When he came to take leave of me. .:I'enquired:of 
hat diforder ſhe had died. He told me of a fe- 


ver. which ſhe got coming out of che play-hovſe, 
and was buried in London. * 


„ This is all the ſatisfaction I have been able to 


44 . from him about it. I have not ſeen him ſmce 


e came down to take poſſeſſion of the. _— upon 


| 7 her death 


Tyͤeſe laſt words ſtruck Rigby very forcibly; ; te 
50 converfation he had with Lydia recurred to his re- 
membrance, and the — tears which the Jovely 


girl 


of, with any certainty. Soon after you went away | 


EA Ke oft wy wu on I aeogyg wo 


| (ors took place of grie 
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irl expreſſed at his going away, all conſpired to make 
kim think there was ſomething more extraordinary. in 


her ſudden deceaſe, than he could fathom at once. 
He pauſed, the more he conſidered, the greater rea- 
ſon he had to ſuppoſe that Wilcox, with the hope of 
inheriting her =—_ had accelerated her death, 
He reſolved from that moment, to be farsfied in the 
truth of the whole tranſaction. | 

&« It is odd, madam,” ſaid he, that ſhe ſhould 
be buried in ſo private a manner, and fo ſecretly : 
« think ſhe ſhould have been brought down her 
« and depoſited by her father.” 5 
Indeed I think fo too, Mr. Rigby: but Mr. 
« Wilcox does every thing as-he pleaſes, and is ſo 
« ſeldom at home with me, that 1 tear I have loſt 
& his affection entirely. Indeed I once did imagine 
% he loved me, but I have ceaſed to think fo lately. 
„ His treatment makes me very unhappy. . 


Rigby ſaid every thing he could upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, and joined with her in lamenting her huſband's- 
behaviour. In this converſation, which. laſted a 
good while, he endeayoured to learn-every particular 
concerning the time of her death, as far as Mrs. 
Wilcox knew. She fatisficd him as well as ſhe could. 
He left her with aſſurances of regard for her, added 
that he woulld ſometimes come and mingle his tears 
with her's, for the loſs they had mutually ſuſtained. 


As he went home he employed himfelf in recollect- 


ing the paſſages which gave riſe to thoſe ſuſpicions 
he entertained of Wilcox ; and, after ſome little de- 


bate in his own breaſt, laid it down for a certain 

truth, that ſhe had been made away with for the 

ſake of her fortune. This being eſtabliſhed, he 

determined to ſearch into the bottom of this affair, 
and if it was ſo, to bring him to puniſhment. _. 

Occupied with. theſe thoughts, the deſire of ven- 

or a ſhort time. He 

aſtened home to communicate his notions to Hillaſ- 

| "I? ton, 


% 
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ton, who, during his abſence, had been employed in 


his own affairs. Wilkins welked towards his fields 
accompanied by Hillaſton, who took an opportunity 
of talking to him concerning the marriage, and ſet- 


tlement of his family, The farmer expreſſed his de. 


fire of having them well ſetrled, and eſpecially Han- 
nah. The poor girl,“ ſaid he, has been very ill 
for ſome time 1 and we cannot find out what 
is the matter; a good huſband would be the beſt 
& remedy, I believe for her; but ſhe is a very good 
« girl, though I ſay, it, who am her father,” 

I ſee no reaſon why you ſhould be debarred 
“ from praiſing your own child when ſhe de ſerves it. 


Indeed, farmer, I think you daughter a very wor- 
" "00 mu girt and would make an excellent wife. 


* And I have a young fellow in my eye, that I can 
„venture to recommend to her, with you con- 


* ſent.” 


« Why 1 believe, Mr. Hillaſton, from what you 


have already done for the girl, that you wiſh her 
„ very well, ?nd-have a great friendihip for her, 


„ And one might take a man that you would re- 


* commend. But I ſhould be glad to know who it 


04 is. k 
„What do you think of me for a ſon-in-law ?”? 
« Ah,” replied Wilkins, ſmiling, * now you jeer 

* me 4 | is | 4 
Not I in truth,” anſwered Hillaſton; I am as 


„ much in earneſt as ever I was in my life, and a 


* ſerious.“ 
ou will pardon me if I can hardly believe you, 


* Sir; for T cannot think you would marry a gi! 


% who has neither fortune or family to boaſt of and 
« who is ſo much beneath you i» life ; and I hope 
« you do not, nay, I am ſure you cannot mean any 


thing elle than honourably by her.“ 


« ] aſſure y u do not; and my ſole inter ion is 


to make her my wife, if you have no . 
8 WY” ; 1 75 


aof robbing me of it: and if he has been guilty — 
1 | | 66 
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« As for her conſent, I am pretty ſecure of that. 1 
love your daughter; Mr. Wilkins; ſhe is not a- 
« verſe, and I thought it neceſſary to conſult you a- 
« bout it.“ | 

„ Sir,” faid the farmer, for my part I receive 
« your propoſal with joy, and am ſenſible of the ho- 
% nour, you intend both me and my daughter; and 
“ hope her conduct will ever be ſuch, as will give 
« you no oceaſion to repent your raiſing her from- 
« this humble ſtation.” . 

Hillaſton replied, he was ſure it would not, and 
deſiring him to communicate the matter to his wiſe, 
left him, to return to Hannah, Whom he ſuppoſed: 
to be uneaſy to know the re ſult of this applicationto 
2 which he had told her it was his deſign to 
make. 4 | 

She was extremely happy in his approbation, and 
lover began to talk of fixing the time of their union. 

Rigby returned home, and Hillaſton perceived the 
glow of anger on his cheek, He had ſcarcely pati- 
ence to finiſh his dinner, or rather wait the finiſhing 
their meal, for he eat very little himſelf, before he 
called his friend out, and informed him of the ſuſpi- 
cions he had conceived, and the grounds and cauſes 
of them, at the ſame time acquainting him with his 
intention of proceeding to London, to inveſtigate 
this matter. Hillaſton owned that the doubts he en- 
tertained, were, not void of probability. | 

« Ah, Hillaſton,“ faid Rigby, that journey to 
« Cambridgeſhire has ruin'd me. The dear girl par- 
« ted with me as if the knew we were never to meet 
« again, The melancholy and fatal accident that 
« befe! me there, and which detained me ſo long 
« all, all conſpired to my deſtruction.— I ſhall never 
* know peace or happineſs more“ "be 
Fear not, Rigby, it will yet return to you.“ 


* 


) 


But | will find him out who has been the cauſe 


no 


* — 
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far beyond my wiſhes,” | 


nion.“ 


will ever be a ſource of delight; May you be 


to interrupt your joy. I will ſer off for Lon- 
don to-morrow, and endeayour to find out Wilcox, 
and wreſt the fatal ſecret from h im, on which ay 
peace depends. I will never ceaſe to purſue that 
villain tilb my doubts are ſa isfied, and my ſuſpici 


. ciate of your toils ; nor will F quit vary fide till 


i 
U 
=_ 
4 
4 
} | 
1 


* no ſubterfuge, no evaſion ſhall ſcreen him from 
public juſtice, or my private revenge.“ 

He merits puniſhment if he has done this. But 
* in your trouble I truſt it will be a ſatisfaction to 
you to know that I. have a proſpect of happineſs 


A look from Rigby expreſſed curioſity and ſurpriſe 
mixed with pleaſure. 

 Hillaſton continued Yes, my friend, in tlie 
% virtuous fimplicity, in the unaffected tenderneſs of 
Hannah Wilkins, I ſhall find a repoſe and ple 
ſure hitherto unknown to me. She has met ny. 
paſſion, and her friends have conſented to our v- 


* I do. rejoice, ſincerely rejoice, - at your happ. 
« neſs; convinced that Hannah's fondneſs for you 


4% bleſſed. May no! foul accident intervere 


ons cleared up. Leave me to miſery—I am not: 
companion tor the happy.“ þ 


Iwill, not leave you, Rigby, I will be the aſs 


« peace is reſtored to your diſtracted boſom.” 

* Make not ſuch a reſolution: Happineſs awaits 
yeu—lt courts your we epd Do not with 
rude and ungentle hand ſpurn it from you. Short 

are our hours of pleaſure, many and tedious are 
our days of woe: While you can enjoy the prof- 


-< fer'&blefling, and at the laſt have conſolation i 


think that you are happy, while I am the ſport of 
« adverſe-fortune.” | 
Lean receive no happineſs, Rigby. unleſs you be 


at reſt. The friendſhip I have conceived for 50 


„ 
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1 will not ſuffer me to be eaſy while you are wretch- 


„ ed. I declare to you that I will poſitively go along 
* with you.” | 
Rigby endeavoured to make him alter that reſolu- 


tion, which he combated with every argument he 
was maſter of, but all in vain; he ſtill maintained it, 


and went to tell Hannah of his intended departure. 
'Tis true, ſhe regarded Rigby; bur fhe loved Hil- 
laſton, and his account of thus going away. ſo ſudden- 
ly, gave her a great deal of uneaſineſs; but ſhe was 
obliged to ſubmit, and the next morning the two 
friends ſet off together for London. Rigby had paſſ- 


ed through the great city two or three times, and 


was an entire ſtranger to it, or its cuſtoms; but the 


ſearch he was now going to make, would-be atten- 
ded with much difficulty, and require. a thorough 
knowledge of it. In every probable place to meet 


Wilcox did Rigby ſearch, and continuedit for a week 
without any ſort of ſucceſs. In the mean time it ap- 
peared to him very neceſſary to write to Mrs. Park- 


ington, and inform her of his mother's death. The 
old lady's anſwer to this letter, was a deſire that he 


would come and ſee her. This Hillaſton perſuaded 
him to do, as he ought not to loſe the ground he had 


already gained in her eſteem, by any apparent neg- 
lect, when his intereſt was ſo much at ſtaxe. He 
. promiſed, in the mean time, to remain in London, 


and ſtill do every thing in his power to find out Wil- 
cox, and relieve his mind from the doubts and ſuſpi- 
cions he then entertai ed, which would not ſuffer 
him to reſt. Rigby yielded to his friend's arguments, 
and ſet out for Warwickſhire. ' 


On his arrival at his aunt's, ſhe was much pleaſed 


with his prompt obedience. to her requeſt, yet was 


nevertheleſs ſhocked at his melancholy, which ſhe 


could not diſſipate, a d which ſhe had not perceive 
when he had viſited her before. 
fectionate manner in which ſhe treated him, induced 
him to open his heart to her; and he informed her 


The kind and af - 
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of the cauſe of that melancholy which ſhe had no- 


ticed ſo much. The old lady was affected at the 


| , Rory, and ſympathiſed with him. She was greatly 
. pleaſed at the confidence he repoſed in her, and ſhe 


now liked him better than ever. He, on the other 


hand, could not help looking on her with reſpeR, 


who fo humanely lamented his ſituation, and pitied 
him fo kindly She inſiſted on his ſtaying a week 
with her. Every-place was equally indifferent to 


him, and he conſented. On the fifth day the poi 
had brought him the following letter: 


r HIS day, my dear Rigby, I have ſucceeded be- 
Vyond my expectations in diſcovering. Wilcox, 
-__ © - Sauntering through Piccadilly, a chariot, of a parti- 


cular make, caught my eye, but the face of the gen- 


tleman who was in it ſtruck me more than the car- 
nige. It paſſed rather ſwiftly by me; yet I never- 


theleſs thought it was Wilcox's face I had ſeen, and 


T turned about and followed it. With him was a 
ay in a riding dreſs, but I could not take very exact 
notice of her. I purſued the chariot till it topped at 
- -  .Shandſome houſe in a genteel ftreet, near one of the 
ſquares; and I could perceive, by the behaviour of 
the ſervants, that the gentleman in the chariot was 
the maſter of the houſe, and that it could be no other 
than Wilcox. When matters were a little compoſed, 


I ̃knocked at the door, and aſked who lived there. 


«© Mr. Ramſden, Sir.” 

* Is he in town?“ 

„Ves, Sir, he is but juſt come.” 
* TI want to ſpeak to him.“ 


He is not at home, Sir,” 


« Why, I faw him quit his chariot, and go in, 
Will you pretend to tell me he is abroad?“ 


He is, indeed, Sir—he is really gone our.” 


I found, at this rate, that T ſhould have no chance 
of enjoying an interview with bim, which I * on 
| | olve 


* 
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ſolved upon. I knew he was in the houſe, and ſee 
him I would. I therefore ſeized rhe fellow by the 
collar and began to drub him,—* You dog,” ſaid I, 
© you ſhould be taught to tell truth, and I will be 
« thy ſchoolmaſter.“ He roar'd out murder, robbe- 
ry, and thieves, with great vociferation. The houſe 
was alarmed, One of his fellow- ſervants came to bis 
aſſiſtance, and I iripped up his heels without quitting 
my original hold, for to tell the truth, he made a 
charming noiſe. I his event anſwered my expectation. 
All the family came running into the hall to enquire 
the cauſe of the uproar, and among the reſt, Wilcox 
himſelf. _ ** Ha,” ſaid I, letting the ſervant go, and 
approaching him, ** I thought I ſhould be happy e- 
nough to ſee you at laſt.” Er 2 
What is the meaning of this inſolence ?“ faid 
© he with a fierce air. Why have you aſſaulted 
« my ſervants in my houſe? ? "7 
© Becauſe they would not tell the truth; they 
« denied your being at home. I had ſeen you my- 
« ſelf enter theſe doors but a few minutes we pt and 
< as had ſome earneſt buſineſs with you, Sir, which 


at I muſt ſettle with you now, as I cannot call again, 
he © I thought this would be the moſt likely method of 
of getting acceſs to you, and have ſucceeded to my 
As 40 wiſhes.” ; | 12 
el * You are miſtaken, Sir, if you imagine this aſſu- 
d, * rance will recommend you. But what is your bu- 


„ fineſs with mer 
* muſt deliver it in private.” 
* I know not whether I am ſafe with you alone.” 
Fear nothing from me—let your ſervants take 
* care if I ſhould attempt to eſcape them, or offer 
6: any violence to you.” He retired into an adjoin- 
n. ing parlour with me. I am firſt, Sir, to con- 
gratulate you on ſucceeding ſo happily to your 
* cuoſin's eſtate ; and, in the next place, to know of 
N | . what 


ed o 4 


ce 
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© what diſorder ſhe died, and where ſhe was buri- 


n 


„ Theſe queſtions can be very ſoon anſwered,” 


<« replied he: the died of a fever, occaſioned by 


„ her catching cold coming out of the playhouſe, 


and ſhe is buried in St. John's—Have you any 


thing more to demand?“ 


Not at. preſent you ſhall ſee me again,” No 


more words paſſed, he turned upon his heel, and 1 


left the houſe. © I haſtened do the place where I was 
directed. and there ſaw the melancholy regiſter of 


her interment, I fear, my dear Rigby, that it is but 
too true. However, T would have you come up to 
town as ſoon as poſſible, that you may have an op- 
portunity of ſeeing Vilcox, who will, no doubt, uſe 
every means of coming to an explanation with 

eu. Thus much for my attention to your affairs, 
Now for a little of my own. Yourecolle@ that when 
I made my will, which was depoſited in your hands! 
requeſted you to accept of three thouſand pounds, as 
a mark of my regard for you, and a ſmall compen- 
ſation for the trouble you had been at upon my ac- 
count My recovery made the will yoid as to your 


immediately receiving that legacy: but as it was my 
intention to afford you ſome token of my friendihip, 


I muſt now inſiſt upon your accepting that ſum from 
my hands. It will be fort of prejudice to my affairs, 
and it will be giving you an independance, I have 


got you now at a proper diſtance, and can communi- / 


cate this reſolution to you without fear of being con- 
tradicted or oppoſed, at leaſt for a while. But this I 
can tell you before hand, that none of your delicate 
ſcruples, or generous arguments will have any weight 


mz with me, for I am determined to pleaſe myſelf in this 


ater. Farewell, Rigby; and if you can, with a- 


ny convenience, leave your aunt, haſten to town to 
thine, | ſincerely, 19 

| RI c HARD HillasTON. 

| Rigby's 


- 
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of this letter. It glowed with reſentment againſt 
Wilcox, and was melted with gratitude at Hillaſton's 
generoſity. His aunt obſerved his emotions, and de- 
fired to know the cauſe of them. He could not ex- 
plain them better than by giving her the letter to 
read. She admired his friend's behaviour :—But,” 
; WH faid ſhe, I would not have you indebted to any 
| WH body's bounty for an independance, my dear boy; 
it ſhall be my care to fecure you that, whether I 
f « live or die. Nevertheleſs, I am very glad to find 
t you have ſo good a friend, but defire you may 
» "WM reject this offer; for though his goodnature and 
4 regard may induce him to make you this preſent 
e pet I had much rather be the founder of your fu- 
* ture fortune myſelf.” 

She got up, and, with her maicd's aſſiſtance, went to 
n 

1 


nephew. : 

« am very ſorry,” ſaid ſhe, ** forthe loſs you 
have ſuſtained in Miſs Bennet, and I would be the 
-- WT firſt to adviſe you to ſee whether there was any 


Ty ' foul play uſed towards her: but as that may be 
* expenſive to you, and I would not have you trou- 


p, ble ſome to your friend, or dependent on him, 
m take theſs notes: theſe two hundred pounds will 
s, flaſt you for ſome time; but I would have you 


ie ME ſpare no pains to find out whether there is really 


i- ' W' any truth in your ſuſpicions. Stay with me to-day, 
and to-morrow ſet out for London.?“ D 
Rigby returned her thanks, in the moſt grateful 


ht reat affection, that the regarded his intereſt as her 
ais Noon; defiring him to write to her frequently, and 
a- form her of fis ſucceſs. He travelled poſt to Lon- 
to Won, and arrived there the next night. He found 
— Wis friend at home, and informed him of the recep- 
n. Jon he had met with from his aunt ; and concluded 


with 


| Rigby's heart was greatly agitated at the peruſal 


her own chamber, and ſaon returned again to her- 


anner, for her goodneſs ; and ſhe aſſured him, with | 


S 
__ ne. en a ee ee, i. 
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with aſſuring him he could not accept of his proffer- 


ed kindneſs Hillafton told him it was in vain to re- 
monſtate concerning that matter, for he had reſolved 
upon it; and that only by his :cceptance of it would 
he be induced to continue his friendſhip for him, 
Which he would ſtifle for ever if he refuſed. Rig 


could not quarrel and break with him for having ſo 


reat a regard to his intereſt, and at laſt he conſented 
Bo reſolved to keep this matter ſecret from his aunt, 
in whoſe good opinion the knowledge of this tranſac- 
tion might prejudice him: and reſolving alſo to take 


the firſt opportunity which might preſent itſelf of ma- 


king him a ſuitable return. 


. 


When this important point was adjuſted, they en» 


_ | tered into a conſultation in What manner to proceed 


with regard to Wilcox, and ſettled a plan to be exe- 


cuted rhe next morning. They roſe very early, and. 


Hillaſton conducted his friend to Wilcox's houſe ; 
but, to their great ſurprize, it was all ſhut up and a- 


'  bandoned. , They maile enquiries at the neighbour- 


ing houſes concerning this extraordinary appearance, 
and they learned that Mr. Ramſ.:en had decamped 
entirely, with his family, wo days before that; and 


Having left no marks whereby he could be traced, 
was not to be found. This was a grevicus dilap- 


puintment to poor Rigby, who had promiſed himſelf 
great ſatisfaction and information from an intecview 


with him. 


My fufpicions are now more ſtrong than ever, 
ſaid he: the villain ſhuns me. It is the pro- 
« vince of guilt to be fearful : conſcions iniquity 


* makes him fly me. Good heaven! ſhall not pu- 
4% niſhment attend him ? Shall he nor meet the re- 
Ward of his crimes?” ; | 


From hence they proceeded to the church, and 
there found the regiſter of the burial ; and, by dint 
of enquiries, learned where the perſon there interred 


was brought trom, They went to the houſe WE | 
| 5 a 
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the undertaket directed them to who had buried her, 
but they could not receive the information there they 
wanted; for the then inhabitants of the houſe had 
dwelt there only a fortnight, nor did they know who 
lived there before. All that could be gathered from 
their moſt diligent enquiries for a whole week, which 
they ſpentin making them, was, that this Lydia Ben- 
net was a young lady, very handſome, and died after 
a few days illneſs : that ſhe was buried by a very 
near relation, who would have a very good fortune 
by her death; and that there was a evry pompous 
funeral. Re | AN 
"Tired and diſſatisfied with theſe informations, 
which did not tend in the leaft to remove his ſuſpic- 
ons, or reſolve his doubts, but, on the contrary, en- 
creaſed both, by the air of the myſtery he perceived 
the whole macter to have been conducted with, ſat 
down to coutult with his friend what courſe to take. 
They concluded that Wilcox would be on his guard, 
if he ſuppoſed them to be in, London, which they 
were ſure he had not left as he could ther: more 22 
fectually ſecure himſelf from their enquiries, and re- 


x 


# 


main concealed, than in any other place. To gather : 


every information of his proceeding, he wrote to Wil- 
kins, to know if he was in the country ; and he was 


anſwered that he was not, nor had been there ſince 


he himſelf left it; nor did Mrs. Wilcox knowany 
thing r 
Ibis diſtracted Rigby; and, among the many 


ſchemes that ſuggeſted themſelves to the friends, they 


thodght, by daß abroad for a little while, and con- 
miviag to make their being out of the kingdom very 
public, it might draw him from his concealment, and 
enable them at laſt to catch him. This appeared 


very plauſible, and they reſolved to put it in executi- 


on : but Rigby again perſuaded his friend to. leave 
him, enjoy the happineſs that was prepared for him, 
aan 3 and 
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and let him wander by himſelf. A friendlyconteſt enſu- 
ed, in which Hillafton prevailed, and they reſolved 

to ſet off for the Continent as ſoon as poſſible. They 
ere ready in a few day; and making their deſign as 


/public as they well could, proceeded to Doyer ; and 


as it was equally indifferent to them to what part of 
the world they went, embarked on board a veſſel 
bound to Dunkirk, attended by an old ſervant of 
Hillaſton's, on whoſe fidelity and care they could de- 
pend. Rigby left England without regret : yet he 
"could not be abſolutely convinced of his Lydia's 
death. Some unaccountable prepoſſeffion had ſeized 


him, and he frequently told his friend that his heart 


often whiſpered to him that ſhe was not dead. This 
notion, which had not the moſt diſtant glimpſe of 
probability, his friend endeayqured to deſtroy in 
him; for he thought that keeping ſuch an unreaſon- 
able hope alive would only ſerve to torment him ſo 
much longer; when the poſitive. certainty of her not 
exiſting would ſooner wear off, and be cured, than if 
he indulged thoſe deluſive and imaginary infatua- 
tions. Many converſations , did they hold together 
on this ſubject in their paſſage, as well as when they 
F AA 
As they reſolved to ſtay abroad three weeks or a 
month, they propoſed viſiting ſuch parts of Flanders 
in the vicinity of England, as ſhould be conſiſtent 
with their. intended plan, They deſigned to fee 
Ghent, Antwerp, and Brufſols, ar hich would take 
them up as much time as they could well ſpare. 
Change of place, or variety of objects, had no ef- 
feet upon Rigby 4 his melancholy was not to be b 
eaſily removed ; and it was the more dreadful, as it 
was fixed and permanent, His grief was as lively as 
ever, and he really knew no reſpite from it; though 
he always paid that compliment to his friend's endea- 
; Fours to pleaſe him, as to appear amuſed and divert- 
Ed: but When in private, he gave a looſe to thoie 
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ſorrows which he had been hoarding up, and whoſe 
force was ſo much the greater, in proportion as they 
had been confined. Hillaſton ſaw with a great deal 
of uneaſineſs the change in his health, and the alte- 

ration in his appearance: he found that he nouriſhed 
his woe in ſecret, and feared that it would deſtroy 
him at laſt. He conſidered it in his preſent ſituation, 
as doubly his duty to take care of his friend, who 


— had met with this accident in his abſence from Ly- 
e dia, when employed in his ſervice ; nor was there any 
8 thing wanting on his part. | HEE af 
d © 'The chief reaſon of Hillaſton's perſuading him to 
t leave England, was in hopes of diſſipating his me- 
is lancholly by the difference of theobjects he would 
f continually meet with; whilſt at home every thing 
n conſpired to remind him of the cauſe of his grief. 
1 As they had no buſineſs to go upon that required 
0 kaſte, they took their own time, and travelled as 
pt beſt ſuited their inclination and convenience. The 
if ſecond night after their arrival in Flanders, they lay 
1- at Staden, a ſmall town beyond Ypreſs. In the 
er morning, before. their departure, Hillaſton's ſervant 
L informed him there was an Engliſh gentleman in the 
inn Where they were, who was in great diſtreſs, in 
avant of every thing, and who had been dangerouſly 
rs il from a wound he had received, that was hardly 
nt cured yet ; and that he muſt periſh if he had not 
ee ſome aflitance : that be had not ſeen him, but had 
ke learned this from the people of the houſe, to whom 
e. he was greatly in debt, and who began to be tired 
f- of ſupplying him with neceſſaries. 2 
ib This accoum affected Hillaſton : his ears were ever 
it open to the voice of diſtreſs: but a countryman in a 
as ſtrange land had a double claim ypon him. He de- 
Zh ſred his ſervant to find out his chamber, and deli- 
a- ver his compliments to the ſick man, and acquaint 
= him, that he would wait on him if agreeable, and 
1e - 
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pay his reſpects to him. The ſtranger, whoſe name 
'was Chapman, heard the meſſage with rapture. 
Tell your maſter,” replied he eagerly, ** whe 
« has been ſo kind as to take ſuch notice of me, that 
4 ſhall be glad to ſee him before I die, and thank 
e him for his humane intentions, which can now be 
« of no ſervice to me.” | 
Hillafton went to him directly. The apartment in 
which he was lodged ſpoke his circumſtances ſuffici- 
ently, without an explanation, The wind had free 
acceſs through the windows, and the rain deſcended 


through the ſhattered roof, which was all the de- 


fence he had from the weather, The meanneſs of 
the room ſtruck Hillaſton ; but the appearance of 
the meagre pallid wretch who ſpoke 19 melted 
His heart with pity. 3 

« It is kind of yan, fir, to be thus charitable : it 
& is a pleaſure to my broken ſpirit, to behold the 
ce face of an Engliſhman again.” | 
There was fomething in his manner that indicated 
his being ſuperior to he 

and which intereſted Hillaſton till more particularly 


in his behalf. He drew near the bed, and ſeated 


himſelf on the fide, | 

„Lam very ſorry indeed, fir,” ſaid he, to ſee 
c you ſo ill, and find you ſo badly accommodated : 
* wh be of good cheer ; every thing my pocket 
* can command, you ſhall be ſupplied with : you 
«© ſhall have immediate aſſiſtance. Do not be 


„ caſt down, fir ; with God's help we will recover 
_#© you.” | | 


460 Ah, ſir, that "Ir is aft, my weakneſs tells me 
te that my end is banned {rig yet I fear to die. I 
4% look forward with horror.;- and all the-ills I have 


4 lately ſuffered here, and they bave been numerous, 


* are nothing to what Idread will follow my depar- 
<c ture into another world. You know not what a 


T zyretch you offer aſſiſtance to: one who is equally 


— terrißed 


common rank of people, 
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i fied at the thoughts of dying, and who is aſham- 


* ed to live.“ 22 | 

« It is a dreadful ſtate indeed: yet, by living, 
« you may have an opportunity of repenting, and 
« of making ſome atonement for your crimes : 
c therefore you ſhvuld wiſh to live. Your ſelf-ac- 
* cuſation. ſeems to promiſe a reformation in your 
& manners, ſhould you recover.” 

«Tt is for that only I defire to leave this bed, 
* which I have ſcarcely hope that I ſhall riſe from. 
© How willingly would I do every thing in my power 
© to reſtore peace to niy own heart, by doing all be 
* juſtice I could to thoſe I have injured! But there 
« are ſome whoſe wrongs exceed retribution, -Oh,: 
« fir, I have oppreſſed innocence, I have beguiled. 
© virtue. I have been a ſworn foe to all goodneſs ; F 


« am a thorongh-paced villain.” 


„ Great as your offences may have been, yet 
* there is an hope of pardon, Add not deſpair to 
« your fins; You ſeem to be contrite, and have a 
« proper abhorrence of them.?“ . 

I have,” ſaid Chapman, interrupting him. 
« My dreadful reflections upon this bed of death 
« have ſufficiently convinced me of the wickedneſs 
« of my pat conduct. The deſperate and murderous 
* hand of one of my affociates in villainy raguced 
© me to this ſituation: Oh Wilcox, Wilcox, what 


% have you to anſwer for | And you much in- 
of 2 lovely maid, how ſhall I attone for——” 


atlaſton could bear it no longer: he ſtarted up 
in the middle of his addreſs, and interaupted him 
with the moſt expreſlive curioſity and ſurprize in his 
voice and manner—** What Wilcox? What maid? 


% Who are you?“ 


Chapman was alarmed at the eagerneſs with 


which he W eee his conſcious horrors, 


added to his exceſſiye weakneſs, rendered him una ble 


to bear his agitations. He looked wiſtfully at Hil- 


H 3 laſtos, 
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laſton, without being able to ſpeake ; and then 
cloſed his eyes, as if to open them no more, A 
moment's regollection ſufficed to convince Mfltaſton 
that he had acted with the greateſt impruden&. He 
thought he was gone for ever: he felt bim and found 
his pulſe beat: he ran with all the haſte ' he could 
make to call for aſſiſtance, which was ſoon procur- 
ed for him; He ſent his ſervant up to bring bim in- 
telligence when he ſhould recover, and paſſed an 
hour as uneaſfily as ever he did before in his life. 
How much did he condemn his own eagerneſs and 


precipitation! But ſo greatly was he ſurprized at the 


ſound of Wilcox's name, that he could not contain 
himſelf. pZ $56 


What a diſcoyery had he loſt if this man ſhould 


die? for he concluded it could be no other perſon 


than this Wilcox whom they had been in queſt of, 
that this ſick man meant. He walked about his 
chamber in the moſt diſordered ſtate of mind. wait- 
ing his ſervant's coming to inform him of his ſituati- 
on. One thing afforded him ſatisfaction, and that 
was, that Rigby ſlept longer than uſual that morn- 
ing, and had not yet been ſtirring. At length his 
ſervant came and relieved him from his painful uncer- 
tainty, by informing him that the ſick gentleman was 
reſtored to life again: and that the phyſician and 
ſurgeon would wait on him directly. He ſent him 
back with his compliments to Mr. Chapman, and de- 
ſired him to want for nothing, and only to think of 
his recovery; and that he would wait on him in the 
evening: for he feared to name a ſhorter time, leſt 
his appearance might have a bad effect upon him. 
From the phyſician and furgeon he learned that 
bis extreme weakneſs was what they had moſt to 
dread ; that His wound was not dangerous, but 
would require a great deal of care to heal it tho- 
roughly. He aſked if it was proper to move him into 
& more comfortable apartment: which they permits 


ted, 


SS eim 
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ted. He then bojoined them to be careful and regu- 
lar in their attendance on bim, which they promiſ- 


ed, and left him to conſider in what manner he 
Mould contrive to delay Rigby till he could have a 


— 


proper explanation of the words he had heard, and 
which he determined at all events to be ſatisfied 
in. Giving bis ſervant a ſtrict charge not to menti- 
on a ſyllable of what had happened, or about the 
ſiek gentleman to Mr. Rigby, he let him enjoy his 


repoſe : his nature; wearied out by continual ſor- 


row, required reſt. He ſlept very long, and it was 
near eleven o'clock when he awoke. When he ſaw 
what hour it was by his watch, he was alarmed at 
his ſleeping ſo long, and roſe haſtily to enquire of 


his friend why he had ſuffered him to loſe ſo much 


time. 


Hillaſton congratulated him on the ſoundneſs of his 
reſt, that all the noiſe could not dicturb him: and 


on his demanding when they were to ſet out, com- 
plained of an indiſpoſitiol; and hinted,” that if it 
was not difagreeable to him, he would be glad to. 
have an opportunity of continuing where they were 
all day. Rigby inſiſted upon it that they ſhould not 
ſir: and'recommending it to him to have proper ad- 
vice, ſtaid conſtantly with him, adminiſtring to his 
fictitious illneſs with the greateſt tenderneſs and care. 
Hillafton was concerned at giving him that tempora- 
ry uneaſineſs which he felt for bis indiſpoſition: but 
it was una voidable: to communicate what he knew 
might have been equally dangerous to Rigby and the 
ſick man, from the tranſports of the former, and 
the languid ſtate of the latter. Till he ſhould be 
ſure of the identity of the perſan, he reſolved to 
conceal if from his friend, who left him early in the 
evening t6 enjoy a repoſe he did not want. . 
Soon after he was fed in his chamber; he ſtole 
out fo viſit his invalid: as he was in a much more 
agreeable ſituation with regard to accommodations 
| H | than 


bi 
$ 
$ 
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than before, the fight was not ſo ſhocking. The 
fick man returned him all the acknowledgments that 
gratitude could dictate: declared he found himſelf 
much better, and that he had hopes of getting over 
this ſevere illneſs. ; | | 
- Hillaſton, finding him able to endure talking, en- 
tered into a oonverſation with him, which laſted a 
long while, and in which he had a'l his doubts and 
ſcruples reſolved z but which did not, nevertheleſs, | 
ſerve to render him a bit eafier. He aſſured Chap- 
man, whoſe name he had now learned, that he 
might depend upon his friendſhip and aſſiſtance: that 
in a few days he ſhould bring a gentleman to ſee 
him, who was more intereſted than himſelf in his 
ſtory, and bade him prepare himſelf to ſee him, and 
wy to recover his ſtrength in the mean time. He 
uſed the moſt conſoling and comfortable ſpeeches to 
him, to inſpire him with hope and ſpirits,, and then 
Teft him. He formed his plan how he ſhould break 
this matter to Rigby, whoſe - warmth be ſeated, if 
it ſhould be made known. abruptly to him. | 
In the morning he declared himſelf perfectly re- 
ſtored, and de ſirous to purſue their tour for Ghent. 
They accordingly ſet out, but were obliged to leave 
Hillaſton's ſervant behind them, who. pretended to 
be very ill, but who was, in reality, only ſtationed 
as a ſpy, to watch Chapman. It was Hillaſton's de- 
ſign in this jaunt, which was to laſt but for three or 
four days, to lead Rigby into a diſcovery. of this 
matter by the moſt gentle means; and, when che 
ſhould be thoroughly prepared for the recital, to 
bring him back again to the inn, Where Chapman 
Was. 1 ; ; F a 7 * a=. 19 * 
Rigby was ſurprized when his friend, contrary. to 
bis cuſtom, inſtead of repreſſing thoſe fanciful. noti- 
ons he had entertained, and turning the converſation 
from thoſe favourite topics which he was ſo fond of 
indulging himſelf in, rather encouraged *. 2 
25 | 4h RY | eeme 
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ſeemed to coincide in opinion with him. He per- 


e ceived it, and demanded the reaſon of it. 
at ] do not know,“ ſaid Hillaſton; ** whether it is 
If © by frequently converſing- with you on the ſubject, 
br «© of from what other cauſe, but I am inclined 
« ſometimes to think as you do concerning Lydia. I 
. © can hardly imagine that Wilcox, that ſcoundrel, 
7 „ would be deſperate enough to attempt her life 3 


« yet I am of opinion that ſhe has been very ill 
treated by him.“ 2 3 = 
© And I will avenge her wrongs, Hillaſton : if I 
&« have life I will. But wherefore have we left the 
* country where the villain is? perhaps in our ab- 
«© ſence'he may eſcape my vengeance.” | 
I believe we ſhall lull him into fancied ſecurity 
© by thus avoiding him; and we may make our pu- 
e niſhment*more * : he deſerves it. And ſome- 
thing tells me that we ſhall learn more about him 
than we thought of.” ö ä We”) | 
Theſe words ſeemed tò require an explanatior, - 
and ſtill Hillaſton proceeded in the moſt cautions and 
regular manner: and it was the third night be- 
fore they-returned- to-Staden, and finiſhed his intelli- 
ence. 2 845 
: Impatient as Rigby was to hear Chapman's hiſtory, - 
Hillatton checked his tranſports, which were alarm- ' 
ing, by: telling him how dangerous their conſe- 
quences' would be with regard to the perſon from 
whom they were to receive all their information. 
He even made him give him a ſolemn promiſe not to 
betray any anger or reſentment” againſt- Chapman, 
till he ſhould have fini hed his tale. | 
When they alighted at the inn it was evening: 
and Hillaiton'ſummoned his ſervant before him, who 
acquainted him that the ſiek gentlemanwas muchbet- 
ter, and ſo well recovered as to be able to fit up. This 
intelligence was very agreeable to them- both, and 
Hillaſton followed the m 2 into his room ; and af- 
> ter 


„ 


wo Fo = GS TD Fa a Oo 


— NY” Sw” = 


14 THE HISTORY OF 


ter congratulating him on his recovery, aſked him if 
he thought himſelf able to relate his {tory to the gen- 
tleman he had formerly mentioned to him, and who 
was very deſirous to hear it; and he himſelf had for- 
otten many circumſtances, as he had only given 
18 kin the heads of it when they converſed together be- 
fore. Chap an told him he believed he ſhould be 
able to go through it; and would be more particular 
now than before. Hillaſton left him, and returned 
in mediatel) with his friend, who after expreſſing his 
concern at his illneſs, ſeated himſelf on one fide of 
him and waited with the mo ft anxious and tormenting 
impatience the unfolding this N big with 
myſtery. and woe to him. Hillafton ſeated himſelf 
on the other ſide Chapman, who addreſſed them 
thus: 48 | . 
Diſagreeable and mortifying as it may be to me, 
to acquaint you with all the tranſactions of my 
„ paſt lite, yet gratitude for y ur unexpected and 
“ unmerited kindneſs, compels me to it. I hope by 
% a frequent reflection on my miſdeeds, and the 
« ſhame that muſt inevitabſ» attend me in the relati- 
« on of them, that I ſhall look upon them with 


4 


+ _ « proper horror; and all I have to requeſt of you 


„and this gentleman, is, that you will not view me 
- < inthe light I deſerve to appear, when you conſider 
that I am reſolved to make every amends in my 
power to, thoſe I have unhappily injured. -- | 
„ have already informed you, fir, that my name 
a js Chapman: ard the family I ſprung from, have 
great reaſon to be aſhamed of, and deny every 
connection with me. My father died when I was 
young: and an affectionate mother, unhappily too 
fond of me, indulged me in every thing I could 


. with for. I have had no other education than 


* that I received from a very good ſchool, where I 
vas placedd in the beginning of my life. I had 


* an averſion to all kind of buſineſs ; and having a 


. E middling 


«pu into eee had yt he che, 
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. & middling perſonal fortune, determined to lay part 


@ of it cut in the purchaſe of a commiſſion. This. 


: 5 *% 


« , my mother confented to ; and it would have been 
ahd my fa⸗ 


« ther's executor, Who, did not approve of my ; goiag. | 


« into the army, refuſed to pay me the maney, till I 


« was of aye, which I then wanted three years of, R 


„Tos this, refuſal I owe my ruin. _ My mother's 


« fondneſs, had put a ſum of two hundred pounds in. 


&« or be deſpiſed. I was a novice, yet ortune ta- 


og 


* 


= Las 5 4 473% Tai V7 $f 
voufed me: I won for ſome tice. 


« to her Fortune ceaſed to be propitious to me: 
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« [oyed me better than ever for my fpirit. Thad 

„ reſolution enough to deſpiſe and fpurn 1 
N 3 did I repair, after a double 

« diſappointment of her love and the oft of my 

„money, to the coffee · houſe. A companion of our 

* nocturds! riots beheld my melancholly : he ad- 
40 8 ö Ne Denn F Us t 

_ «< dreffed me, | 


Lou were rather unfortunate, Mr. Chapman, 


' ©'laft night; but there was a ſet made at you, I do 
act wonder I OT 

I was not ignorant of Ris meaning, and per- 
«ceived 1 had been cheaten. 

That was a eircumfance, aid I, that 1 was 

. ©" unacquainted with before.. 
But it is true. Said he. Come do not be caſt 
* down. I pity you; a good handſome young fellow 
as you are ſhould not be loſt. I will lend you ſome 
money. I will do more: you ſhall beinſtructed in 
© thoſe artswhichrerder gaming a ſeience, and which 
 * baffle chance. Fortune has nothing to ſay to us, 

„ embraced his offer with many expteſſions of 
D 
gut, ſaid he, © we muſt enter into an agree- 
* ment, I cannot communicate theſe things to you, 
* by which you will make a fortune, without ſome 
recon pence : you ſhall allow. me ſuch a part of 
your profits : and above all things, avoid Women, 


A 


* for they will ruin you,” 5 . 
The laſt part of his advice I could not attend 
2 to: they were my fayourites,' and women I muſt 
© have. We'enteted into fuch an agreement as he 
«© propoſed, and I „became the save of villany. 
% Veriow were the ſcenes I paſſed rhrough fot near 
% three years ; but tbey were infamous, and the 
«*.. remembrance of them is dreadful to me: hows 
ever, my paſſion for women ever kept me poor; 
«© and my fondneſs for wine, never would ſuffer. me 


* 


4 to enjoy that coolneſs which is neceſſary o a 
OST, . gameſter, 


44 Ro: oo ds en. Gone bt. oat a th 
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0 2 My health as well as my pocket fuf. 


«« fered in the amours I had. 

„% Many quarrels which I was led into, eſtabliſhed 
«« my reputatiom as a man of ſpirit ; and I was con- 
«« ſidered in a reſpeQable light only by thoſe who 
«« feared me ; for the honeſt part of mankind muſt 
% have deteſted me. | 


„When I was at age, and received the fortung 


« which my father had deſigned for my eſtabliſn- 


4 ment in life, it was but natural to ſuppoſe, that 
% the experience I had at the gaming table, was 
«« the laſt place I ſhould return to: but fuch was 
% my infatuation, that I went with more eagerneſs 
« than ever to ſeek deſtruction. | 
] paid my old friend ſome money I owed him, 
& and\commenced on my own bottom; but I wag 
«© ſoon reduced to my former ſituation, and only be- 


«© came a jackall to lure others to be preyed upon. 


„How many unwary and unhappy men have I been 


« inſtrumental in leading to their ruin ! and in what 


&© a ſeries of villainous actions have I been en- 
4 oeiged! _ | 2 | 

« About this time my acquaintance with Wilcox, 
e began; he had been introduced amongſt us at a 
4% club we had, and being poſſeſſed with the fpirit 


« of play, and having a good deal of money, was 
% a very acceptable gueſt. I became more particus 


* larly intimate with him, and he ir vited me to his 
% honſe. With him then lived a Mrs. Hillſden; 
% and as the has a great ſhare in the remainder 
4% of my narrative, it is proper that I ſhould de- 
© '{cribe her. She was at this time about fix or ſe- 
ven and thirty; bad a tolerable good face, an 
«© excellent. ſkin, a good voice, and in her perſon 
* had that Embon-point, which indicates a fondneſs 
90 for pleaſure. Her eyes, her actions ſhewed ſhe 


4% was devoted to it: but her words contradifted 


f © the ſentiments of her heart; and virtue and ho- 
* vou 
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6c 
«c 
60 
<« caſe: violent in her temper, her hatred and her 
6c 


=. 


nour- were her favourite topics, while her manc 
ners and conduct belied her tongue She was ſen- 
ſible and very artful, . when her paſſions. did not 


diſſemble thoſe paſſions, and even deck her rage in 


*© ſmiles. She poſſeſſed an entire dominion over 


. cc 


Wilcox, whom nevertheleſs ſhe only loved as he 
vas ſubſervient to her purpoſes. - Variety was ths 
„ deity. of her adoration, and man was the victim 
and while ſhe. ſubmitted her body to the moſt 
abandoned- and unlimited proſtitution, the ha- 


* rangued on the rewards which Heaven reſerved 


for the virtuous. 


« Such ſhameful ' bypocrily. even offended. mez 


% who had no pretence to gqodnchs.” But ! conceal | 


ed the diſgult it gave me. 


& It ſeems Wilcox had got 3 with her at 


a friend's houſe in the country with whom ſhe 


Jof ill. uſage. ; though the truth was, ſhe 
was tired of him. She eloped With a young 
„ fellow who, could, better ſatisfy her deſires : 


me ſoon left him for the perſon wh whom Wil- 


cox found her ; and being alſo weary of him, 
came up to London about two months before. 

„She. was nen in her dreſs and manner, 
10 and they kept OT, good houſe. It ſeems an un- 
«© cle. from whom Wilcox had great expectations, 
died a little before this, and left him a good ſum of 
« money: and 1 heard alſo in their converſation, 
4% that he was his executor, and pes large. ene 
1 jn truſt for a Miſs Bennet, his co . 


A. the ſound, of her name, Rigby "could / 36 | 


contain himſelf. Bur Hillaſton; aware of the effect 
it ger have upon him, watched his Werken 
iin 6 ener an 


— 


run away with ber, which was frequently the 


love knew no controul; yet in general ſhe could 


< lived after ſhe ran away from her huſband, by 
whom ſhe had many children; upon pretence | 
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and gave him a look that repreſſed his emotions in- 
ſome meaſure. Chapman proceeded without inter- 
ruption. 

From theſe cireumitances, 1 concluded that he 
„would be a very proper perſon to ſtick cloſe to: 
* and in ſome time I found that Mrs. Hillſden made 
„ ſome advances which I met half way; and in 
„ ſhort_a very little intimacy was ſufficient with her 
to obtain every thing you could aſk. i 

„ Voluptuous. and libidinous to an exceſs; ſhe 
« ſought every gratification of her favourite paſſion ; 15 
oll others were only ſubordinate. In ſome of our 

ſofter moments, I touched upon the ſtring of in- 
6 tereſt, and found ſhe was not deaf to the ſound. - 
r wy a . to divide the ſpoil of Wilcox between 
* e plot was well executed, and met wit 
9 ſucces She continued to blind him by an appa- 
rent fondneſs for his perſon, whilſt I enjoyed the - 
&« reality of it in private, at leaſt for the time. 

he many leſſes that Wilcox met with, the fre- 
« quent demands the made on him, and his expenſive © : 
manner of living, made it neceſſary for him to.. 
© take up a conſiderable fum of Miſs Bennet's mo- 
* ney. This gave him ſome uneaſineſs: but we 
* ſoon drowned his reflections, by plunging him 
again into the torrent which had- alinoſf carried” 
him av ay before. In a ſhort time he found himſelf 
in ſuch a ſyuation, and ſo involved, that to go 
„ back, was worſe than to go on. However, he 
„ had great hopes of ſucceeding to his coufin's 
«© eſtate by her death: for, as he informed us, ſne 
% was 4 — delicate, and at that time was in ſo 
s bad a ſtate of heatlh, that there was little expect- 
ation of her recovery ;. for the phyſicians had gi- 
ven her over. This conſideration uled to be ſome 
comfort to him under his misfortunes, and he 
„would frequently talk of this event as near hap- 
bot 1 | 
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. * Tt was uſual for him to go once in fix weeks or 
« two months to fee his wife, whom he kept in ſoli- 
* tude in Berkſhire, in order to preſerve appearan- 
« ces, He never ftaid above three days there. 
% Once on his return from thence, we perceived him 
* much altered, and more thoughtful and melanchol- 


4% ly than he had been. We' ftrove to find out the 


% cauſe of this change; and at laft he informed us 
« that his couſin, whom he hoped and ſuppoſed he 
„ ſhould have found dead, was on the contrary 
much recovered, and gave the moſt promiſing aſ- 
ſurances of being re-inftated in her health again. 


66 

00 

« Thar diſagreeable and mortifying as this was to 
« him, yet it was ſtill rei deted more ſo, by the cir- 
% cumſtances which attended it: for he found this 
* cure was cecaſioned by a Mr. Rigby, who had 


% not only been the means of preventing his marry- 


« ing her, and thereby enjoying the eſtate himſelf, 


« but alſo was then courting her, and from every 
* thing he could learn, would marry her when ſhe 
« was of age, which would ſoon happen : and 
« then the conſequence would be, that he ſhould be 


„s obliged: to account for thoſe ſums which he had 
% embezzled of her's, to a large amount, and 


„ which he was totally incapable of paying.“ 
+ Then,” added he, I ſhall be ruined entirely. 
Now if 1 could but diſappoint this match, it would 
* pgratify both my revenge and ambition.” ** But 
4 5 to do it, was the queſtton.“ | : 
» There will be no poſſibility of effecting it, if 
Rigby ftays in the country. I have unhappily 
* alarmed her,“ faid he, by letting my paſſion get 
| © the better of my prudence: and have already ex- 
perienced that hot-headed young fool's deſpera- 

tion.“ . wage is 
We entered into council, and Mrs. Hilliden's 
.. * verſaſile gegius was of the greateſt ſervice to us 
„ by forming thouſand plots; but the _ of 
| . « thei 
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« them was, to get Miſs Bennet into our hands, as 
« then we thought that ſhe could be brought more 
« eaſily to terms. 
«© Wilcox had a ſpy to watch all Rigby's motions :. 
« and from him we received an account that he 
« was gone away but for a ſhort time. As his re- 
„ turn was fixed for a few days there was not a mo- 
« ment to be loſt, 
„] went down along with him: and on pretence 
«© of urgent buſmeſs, and a ſham ſtory of a perſon 
« who was going to break, that had her money 
in his hands ſhe was inveigled up to town, We 
„ travelled up in a poſt-coach !' and the charming. 
« perſon, good ſenſe, and gentle diſpofition of the 
« young lady, intereſted me greatly in her behalf: 
«« but my deſign was to ruin her for the ſake of that 
4% villain Wilcox and his abandoned harlot. When 
„we arrived in town. ſhe was lodged in his houſe. 
« which went under another name; and Mrs. Hil'ſ- 
„ den appeared as the landladdy who let lodgings. 
The unſuſpecting girl retired early to reſt, fatigued 
« with her jouruey: and we entered into a diaboli- 
& cal ccuncil on 2 fate below. She was now in 
„our power What was to be done? — Many were 
© the ſchemes which were ſtarted, and none would 
« anſwer our purpoſe. At laſt it came into Wil- 
„ cox's head to force her to marry me; upon my 
„giving him a releaſe as executor, and reſigning 
+ over to him above half her remaining fortune; 
This was plauſible enough, and it was to be put in 
execution on the next morning: I was to be re 
“ preſented to her as a yourg man of a good for- 
% tune, and who was deeply in love with her. In 
„ the latter part of this — they were not ſo 
“ far from truth as they were in the former; for 
% certain it is that I admired her much, and deter- 
„ mined to abandon my former evil courſes, and 
* make her as good a huſband as 1 could, in cafe. 
| | ** our 
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* our plan took effect; and I muſt confeſs, tha: 

heartly wiſhed it might: not conſidering the 

injuſtice that would be gone both to her and the 

** man ho had engaged her affectons. 

Al attended at the appointed hour in the morning 

« at Wilcox' s, to know what ſucceſs his firſt appli- 
„cation to her in my behalf would have. | — 

© placed in an adjoining cloſet, where-I could hear 

every word. 

Atter breakfaſt was over, the tea-things remo7= 
<< ed, Wilcox aſked her how ſhe likẽd the gentleman 
5 that came up with them yeſterday, She replied, 

very well.“ 

I am glad you do, Lydia,“ ſaid he, for then 
* you will not have any averſion tothe propoſal I am 
* going to make you. He is a young gentleman of 

8 family and fortune, ang has taken a particular lik- 

Uh ing to you; and as you ſeem to approve him now, 


- ou” will have no ſort. of objection to rein 
him. 


Upon my word, Mr. Wilkoz; I ſhall; and in- 
4 "ary ones. 

Pray what are they ” 

It does nat ſignify what they are; but hex are 
© ſuch as cannot be overcome.” 


© I ſuppoſe you will not be- averſe tc to his paying- bis 
addreffes to you.“ 


I ſhall, and * may not ſee his face 
% Pho, pho, that is all ſtuff; every Woman likes 


© flattery, and ſeldom cares whence it comes from. 7 

* Upon my word, Mr. Wilcox you pretend to judge it 
© very fred of me, but you-are exccedingly wrong; © b 
© and I defire once more that I me not 12 his face CY 
© again.” 

This peremptory ond extraordinary bebariour is * 
©rather unſua) with you Lydia: it was former)“ 
of arte. 1 eee 


it is Me. Oe: who has put . 
e * theſe 


— 


K Ot 
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i theſe pretty notions into your head, and tàught you 
* to behave in this manner.“ ; 
did nat come with you to London, fir, to be 
treated thus: let us expedite the buſineſs we came 
* about, and lot qe return to the country.” 
This is a very pretty ſpirit you exert iudeed, Ly- 
* dia. But I muſt now inform you, that it was upon 
this buſineſs only you were brought up to London, 
*and which muſt be finiſhed before you go back 
again.. 0 
«Muſt fir!' muſt !—, know that my poor ſather 
* vias ſo much impoſed upon by you, that he put it 
ia your power to prevent my marrying til! I am one 
and twenty; but I do not believe you can force me 
to marry whom you pleaſe.” p | 
What would you have, Lydia ? is not this gen- 
« tleman ſuperior to Rigby in every thing? he muft 
5 be your huſband.” ; ; 
If that Rigby was here, you would as ſoon eat 
6 my nails as talk thus of him ; you fear 
* him at the moment you are abufing him: but 1 
* will leave this place inſtantly, faid ſhe, ringing 
the bel. 3% | 
« You are greatly miſtaken, you cannot quit this 
place without my permiſſion : Do you think I will 
© reſizn you and your fortune to the man whom Iſo 
much deteſt ? no, you are in my power now, and 
* ſo I will keep you.“ ! 
Do you mean to murder med ; 
No, T have to great a regard to myſelf. I am go- 
ing to have company you may not like, and had 
© better retreat to your chamber: you mult endure à 
„little confinement.“ 1 1 | | 
& She anſwered not, but retired" into her room; 


© the door of which he locked, and then went 
down ſtars ; Tfollowed him. The coolneſs he per- 


5 ſerved duringtheconverſationwas pound e ; 
ws peed (EO ee 


16% THE HISTORY OF 


for his agitatious were great while he was with us; 
* You have heard what has paſſed, ſaid he, 
and ſmall are the hopes I have of bending her to 
my will. What is to be done! 

Mrs. Hiliſden adviſed him to uſe force, but he 
*© was more inclinable'to gentle means: and in this! 
*© oppoſed her alſo. I deſired to be admitted to ſee 
Lydia, and try what effect my addreſſes might 
„have upon her: it was thought imprudent to at- 
** tack her as yet, and in about two hours after, 1 
** was permitted to ſee her. Wilcox prepared her to 
receive mel followed him up ſtairs ; and after a 
few minutes converſation he left us together. 1 
* ſaw the tears trickle down her lovely cheek as ſhe 
<* ſpoke. My heart was melted, and I found my 
Words fail me: yet ſhe was an object deſira ble 

** and moſt amiable, and it was my buſineſs to 
* addreſs her.” | 5 5 

* Madam,” ſaid I approaching her, Mr. Wilcox 
* has informed me, that he has already acquainted 
* you with the cauie of this viſit, which I pre- 
2 ſume | 

* 1 faultered, and heſitated as I ſpoke.” | 

© Sir,” ſaid the, interrupting me with the greateſt 
* dignity in her manner, I am told you are a gen- 
* tieman : your addreſs and behaviour confirm me in 
* that opinion. Itis true, that Mr. Wilcox has alfo 
told me you have done me the honour to think well 
*-of me, Greatly as I am flattered by your eſteem, 
* I' think it only generous and honeſt to inform you, 
© that cannot by any means liſten to your ſuit: my 
* heart is already engaged, and my affeQions are 
© united to a gentleman who was, unhappily for me, 
* abſent when was trepanned away. After this de- 
* claration, I do not preſume, fir, that you will chuſe 
 * ro-throw away your time, as it muſt be to no pur- 
© poſe ; and that you will uſe your endeavours to ex- 


£ txicate me from theſe difficulties, and tree me from 


+ the 


L 
Lour couſin has hinted to me that you thought me 


the reſtraint J am under upon your account, by de- 
eclining to perſecute me any longer. I am well 
convinced Mr. Rigby will make you any return in 
© his power, and it will be the only means of ſecur- 
ing my efteem.” 


Charming lady; what would I not do to gain 
your eſteem ; or venture, to purchaſe your regard ? 


* not diſagreeable; and, recommended by him, 1 
* preſume to acquaint you with the fincere and ho- 
* nourable paſſion my heart entertains for you.” 

«« She would not ſuffer me to proceed.“ 

I thought you were a gentleman,” ſaid ſhe, with 
an air of contempt, * 1 am ſorry I was fo groſsly 
* deceived in you Nothing but the diſtreſs of my 
* fituation, -and the hope of intereſting you in my 
* behalf, could have made me diſcloſe the ſecret of 
* my heart. Had you known the pain it gave me, 
perhaps you would have paid more reſpe@ to it: 
but I am-ſufe you are void of all delicacy, or even 
* humanity.” [ , 

« I began to ſpeak again, ang in the moſt ſooth- 
« ing manner calm her anger and deprecate her 


« wrath.” a 


© I will hear no more,” ſaid ſhe, * and am ſorry 
© that I am obliged to leave the room to protect my- 
* ſelf from your infults.” EO 
« As ſhe (poke ſhe retired to her chamber, and 
« faſtening herſelf in, left me to my cogitations. 1 
« ſaw her reſolution: and the affection ſhe had con- 
* ceived for Mr. Rigby gave mebut very little chance 
of ſucceeding in her regard. I pitied her, and re- 
“ ſolved to ſerve her if I could: yet I would have 
© much rather married her. However, if Ldid in- 
* tend to render myſelf uſeful to her, it would be 
* only by pretending to coincide in their ſchemes, 
© and do as they did: but that was by no means de- 
© termined. Mrs. Hillfden had been a witneſs to 
| * our 
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% .our conyer ation, and when I went down ſtairs, 
found her in a very. great paſſion, and adviſing 
the moſt violent meaſures; and he and one cap- 
„ tain Lipton in earneſt diſcourſe concerning of the 
- © method of diſpoſing of her in caſe the ſhould con- 

-«<© tinue refractory. LS 7 15 og OL IEEINY 
When I faw Tipton I trembled for Lydia, 
„ Had you known the man as well as I did, you 
„ would have trembled for the hapleſs young lady 

© too, 5 E 8 . 
Here he was interrupted by the entrance of the 
ſurgeon, who came to dreſs his wounds. Rigby 
faugd himſelf e able to contain his paſſion. 
lis heart was ſwollen with rage and reſentment : it 
woas almoſt burſting. In ſecret had he devoted Wil- 
cox: hie vengeance was at that initant arming a- 
gaiaſt him. Bub his anxiety to hear the remainder 
of the ſtory, made him bear, with an appearance 
of patience,” the recital of the evils which his dear- 
ett Lydia had fuffered, and and from the man who 
=  ,wasthen relating them. His eyes were ſuffuſed with 
a5 at mus of the woes ſhe endured; and 
bis heart throbbed with gratitude and love, when 

he heard of her conſtancy and affection. by 
He determined in his own mind to begin with pu- 
niſhing Chaprws.., ws ſoon as ever he was ſufficiently 
irecovered ; ad v-hen- he had thoroughly informed 
himſelf wuere the others were to be found, to give 
mem. tne reward of their demerits. The ſurgeon at 
laſt Jeft his patient, and Rigby thought the viſit very 
long. When they were again left by themſelves 

Chapman reſumed his hiſtory. eh TIED 
I was interrupted, I believe, when I came to 
„the converſation between captain Tipton and 
„% Wilcox, concerning Miſs Bennet It is neceſſary 
vou ſhould. know ſomething of him. He was de- 
* ſcended of a noble family, which he diſgraced by 
his crimes: intereſt, not merit made him comman- 
n | «der 


A der of a king's ſhip. He was broke afterwards 
« for mal- practices; never was there a man whoſe 
© feet were better acquainted with the paths of vil- 
« lainy. The boiſterous ſervice in Which he had 
« been bred, had entirely baniſhed what little hu- 
„ manity. he might have had originally: cruel and 
e barbarous to thoſe beneath him, and in his power: 
« abje&. and fawning on thoſe whom he feared, 
Bound by no ties of honour or conſcience, every 
« aQion was proper and juſt. with him, as it ſuited 
« his own convenience: debauched to the laſt ex- 
« ceſs in his commerce with women, he knew not 
« what delicacy or love was.” | 
© Theſe were the-principles of this man: but he 
had-an agreeable face, a good perſon, and a win-" 
ning addreſs, Cunning and fagacious, he pene- 
.4 trated into the notions of the perſons he was con- 
nected with, and always turned them to his own 
« purpoſes, which were ever fraudulent. But if the 
« had ever any particular deep-laid plan of villainy 
« to execute, he gave theſe who knew him well 
{ufficient notice of. it, by appearing extraordinari- 
% ly religious and devout. To relate his hiſtory, or 
the many tricks he played with thoſe who repoſed 
any confidence-in him, would take up too much 
time. But ſuch was the man with whom Wilcox 
was then conſulting concerning Miſs Bcanet's fate. 
« The reſolution the had ſhewn to me, in fo abſo- 
lutely prohibiting my addreſſes, had enr-ged Mrs. 
« Hillſden, and puzzled Wilcox: he knew it would 
be next to an impoſſibility tokeep her in thehouſe 
undiſcovered far any time ; and what to do he 
knew not. Tipton's genius had full employment 
d in this work of iniguity. He propoied to take her 
* tothe continent, end when they haꝗ her in a ſtrange 
e- country, they would be better able (o reduce her 
y [© to ther own terms: beſides they ſhould be under 
no apprehenſions there, and might ſecure her for 
er „ a 2 ever, 
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« ever, if they choſe. This ſcheme was plauſible ; 
„it was the only one that could be executed, and it 
as reſolved to purſue it without delay, 

.«< Tipton, who was 4uppoſed to be better ac- 
«c,quainted with thoſe matters than we were, under- 
* took. to hire 'a floop to carry us to France, 
« to be ready in three day at fartheſt, That 
as ſettled : but the next circumftance was how. 
4 to perſuade the world that ſhe-was dead: 
4 that required ſome contrivance. Among thoſe 
% women who earn a precarious livelihood and cer- 
e tain diſeaſe, by a loathſome proſtitution, was one 
„whom the ſurgeons had given over as irrecovera- 
„ ble, On her we fixed, though almoſt putrid with 
the dreadful diſorder j her did we perſuade to per- 
« ſonate the pure, the virtuous Lydia: ſhe ſuffered 


„ herſelf to be removed for a ſmall ſum of money, 


<« to a houſe wherein ſome of our creatures hved, 
* and who were dependent on us for their ſubſiſt- 
dance. The night of the third day this unhappy 
W wretch expired: ſhe was buried in great pomp, 
„% and the news papers lamented the untimely death 
4 of Miſs Bennet, who was heireſs to a conſiderable 
4 fortune, in which fhe was ſucceeded by Mr. Wil- 
4 cox. This affair delayed our voyage. 
In the mean time I was permitted to fee her: 
< and her couſin ſtill prefſed her to yield to marry 
, me, as the only means of extricating her from her 
4 preſent confinement. I knew that every thing I 


_ © © 45 faidto ber was overheard by Mrs. Hillſden or Wilcox, 


« who were placed in a cloſet where they could bear, 
 «« but not fee me. Still I endeayoured to win her 
<< conſent z and ſtill ſthe rejected me with the ' moſt 
„ Jaudable conſtancy. lt is true, that I ſhould have 
& eſteemed myſelf happy, if I could have married 
her; but as that was now out of the queſtion, I 
4 found my heart affected by her tears, and J pitied 
« her, I bad juſt drawn my pencil out of my N 
* | wo, | « wit 
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% every Pee) of his or mine with the greateſt 
te firmneſs. I was obliged to leave her, and Wilcox 
„again locked her up. _ . 
«© Mrs. Hillſden did not ſpare her inſults at this pe- 
* riod, which the unhappy young lady bore with the 
| « oreateſt patience and reſignation, Meg thing 
* was now prepared for our departure: for the peo- 
2 83 inhabited the houſe, where the fictitious 
« Lydia Bennet was 5 2485 to die, were immedi- _ 
* ately removed to another quarter of the town, and 
% handſomely rewarded for their trouble. | 
That night it was agreed we ſhould ſet out, for 
&* the ſhip was ready for us. About twelve we left 
& London, in a poſt coach, and drove with all expe- 
« dition down to Greenwich, where Tipton was 
« waiting to receive us; and we carried the unfor- 
4% tunate lady on board, and ſet fail immediately. 
« She was more dead than alive, during this jour- 
„% ney. In the coach ſhe addreſſed Wilcox in the 
*« moſt ſupplicating manner, offered him half her for- 
„% tune, and conjured him by every thing he held 
« dear, to reſtore her to her friends again, It way 
entirely unaxyailing : every principle of humanity 
1 “ and tenderneſs was extin& in his breaſt; and 
| « though J felt for Lydia's" ſituation, I dared not 
16 ſhew, myſelf affected, if I wiſhed to render her 
% any ſervice. When we were all aboard, we en- 
off * tered into a conſultation. on the ſteps we ſhould 
© take, to leave her in France for ever, and by that 


100 ** means enſure the poſſeſſion of her fortune to Wil- 

cox. Ie * 5 
* HFappy in being thus able to get her ſo ſecurely 
et, * into our hands, we indulged our pleaſure, and fell 
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44 to drinking. "Tipton got elevated with the wine, xe 
«© and Fk. e of doing any yillainous action: he 40 
«« ſwore, he would go to bed to Miſs Bennet, as ſhe 6 
% would not be a-bit the worſe for the nunnery, of 
„Where they intended to place her aſterwards. That 1 
% ſcoundrel Wilcox heard, with patience, the pro- 10 
* poſal for ruining his couſin, 1 objected to it, ang 40 
„ obſeryed that I was bound to defend the honour of he 
* the lady, whom I had made propoſals to as my 40 
« wife, and though ſhe refuſed me now, her mind « 
4% might change. Wilcox replied, that I might put 10 
4 that out of my head; for he was already engag- | 


* ed, 8 and that ſhe would never conſent,” Then, te 


will defend her honor, and preſerve her from vio- 4 
* ation.“ 3 1; 4 = | | «x | ; P « 
3.08 Tipton ſtarted up: but I was next to the cabin 40 
e in which ſhe was, and ruſhed into it. Fortunate- 12 
4e ly there was a caſe of loaded piſtols of his, hang- 4 


« ing up. I ſeized them, and drawing my owp 
% Couteau de. Cha 7, declared I would defend her, at 


* the hazard of my life; .afſuring the trembling 45 
2 maid, ſhe had nothing to fear, and that 1 would FS: 
be reſponſible for her Bley 1 4 

Nothing could equal Rigby's emotions at this rela- | 

tion: he fat in a ſtate of the utmoſt torment : the 40 
pie drops of ſweat poured down his face at the idea 40 

of the danger his beloved had been in: but when he 6 

Found the part which Chapman had taken, he could 60 

no longer contain his tranſports ;; and ſtarting from T 
his ſeat, he ran, and threw his arms about his neck, 40 
crying out at the ſame time, ** I forgive you, 6 
th if ieh you all the wrongs you did my 40 
n poor Lydia or to me: T will for et them all, «« 
ie and henceforth you ſhall be my brother and 40 
e D | 640 


« Good God!“ ſaid the affrighted Chapman, « tg 40 
* whom have I been giſcloſing this ſcene of jniqui- 46 
"wi | | ” ; © "6x? 
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ge ty? Are you that Rigby whom the gentle Lydia 
« has ſo often called upon in the agony of her 
« heart? I fear you are: and if fo, how ſhalll 1 
„ ſupport your preſence !” 3 
The laſt generous behaviour to the dear girl 
« gbliterates the remembrance of all your former 
« wrongs, You ſhall be always dear to me,” added 
he, ftraining him cloſe to his breaſt; I will love 
and honour you ever. But proceed, I beſeech 
« you, proceed with your tale : my heart is burſt= 
ing with impatience to hear it.“ 
„will,“ replied Chapman, as well as my 
- &.. confuſion will permit me: for I muſt take ſhame; 
« to myſelf for not continuing my vigilance in hex 
« behalf. I had ſcarcely aſſured her of my reſolu- 
« tion of defending her, when Tipton followed me 
4% into the cabin. Deſperate at ſome moments, 
4 yet timid at others, he ſaw me prepared to receives 
« him, and dreaded to attack me.” | | 
Why are you armed thus, Chapman?” ſaid he. 
Can you aſk me the reaſon? By every ſacred 
©. power, I will not leave this lady while I have abili- 
ty to defend her: you know my determination, and 
had better quit me. 1 E 
After ſome unſucceſsful altercation, he took my 
advice, and went away. The poor lady knew 
«© not the cauſe of this extraordinary,exertion in her 
„ behalf, It was hardly poſſible to keep life in her, 
„% what with ſickneſs and terror: however, ſhe was 
„ able to gather from What had paſſed that I was 
her friend. She aſked me the occaſion of my thus 
„ taking her part; and I endeavoured to avoid the 
„ queſtion as much as poſſible, by aſſuring her of 
„% my attachment to her intereſt, and that I would 
« ſuffer no injury to be done to her. This ſeemed 
eto give her ſome pleaſure. I perſuaded her to lay 
% down on the bed that was prepared for her, and I 
4 happily prevailed, - BF, 
| „1 f ill 
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4 will watch you, Miſs Bennet,” ſaid I ; and de- 


© pend upon my honor and fidelity.“ 
* *.. ©] thank you,” ſaid ſhe, * for your kindneſs, fir : 1 
vill depend upon you, and hope you will not abuſe 
© the confidence I repoſe in.you: My poor Rigby 
© would thank you too for this kindneſs, were he 
6 here.” | 1 
5 The tears fell as ſhe ſpoke. I retired, till ſhe 
« had adjuſted herſelf; and, when I thought ſhe 
e had lain down, returned into the cabin. We had 
% great deal of converſation; and, as I found ſhe 
« was inclinable to ſleep, I left her, and watched 
« at the door, for fear of her being ſurprized. My 
_ «© mind was-employed in the mean time how to 
« extricate her from their hands, and reſtore 
„her again to her friends. I neyer left her that 
„ day: and, favoured with a proſperous gale, 
« we landed at Dunkick that night. I gave 
« her a caution to ſecure her apartment: and ſhe re- 

44 tired as ſoon as ſhe could, to enjoy a repoſe ſhe ſo 
much wanted. Wilcox reconciled me to Tipton, 
«who apologized for his intended behaviour to Miſs 
4% Bennet, by ſaying he was yery much in liquor, but 
d had really no ſuch deſign ; and gave me many 
«© commendations for my ſpirit and honour in theaf- 


< fair. This being ſettled, we being all equally en- 


% paged in this undertaking, however villainous, 
« were obliged to unite together, to enſure the ſuc- 
© ceſs of it. Many ſchemes were ſtarted, and none 
% were fixed upon to be put into execution, | 
The next night we came to this town, and here 
© we renewed our deliberations. They ſeemed to 
«truſt me with their deſigns, and I gave into them, 
till 1 ſhould get them to ſome place where there 


% was an Engliſh ambaſſador to apply to in Miſs © 


4 Bennet's behalf, It was rather late when we 


„ arrived here; and being naturally fond of the bot- 


«tle, I ſat up with Tipton after Wilcox retired to 
bed. He ſtaid with us about two hours after 
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te ſupper, and ſeemed to join with me in opinion, 
« that it would be better to let Mils Bennet return 
e to England, upon her binding herſelf to give him 

* ſuch a ſum of money, and not to call him to any 
account for what had paſſed. The moſt moderate 

te terms were talked of, and there ſeemed to be a 
« probability of doing every thing in a quiet man- 
„% ner. But this was only a ſcheme to deceive me, 
& as I have the beſt reaſon in the world to believe. 

„When Tiptan and I were left alone we plied the . 

% bottle brifkly, and drank very hard: I became 
wy greatly intoxicated in the morning, about three 
* Oclock, and recollect that Tipton was more in his 

* ſenſes than I was: and that is all L can remember. 
** What T ſappoſe is, that finding me in ſuch a ſtate, 
and ſo little capable of defending myſelf, he mix- 
„ ed ſome drug in my wine, and, when he found 
% me quite ſtupid, ſtabbed me in the breaſt ; and 
„ thinking that he had difpatched me; or that I 
% ſhould bleed to death, put me to bed and left me 
* | 


there. F 
When I recovered my ſenſes, which, I ſuppoſe, 
« the great loſs of blood contributed to reſtore to 
me ſooner than it would have otherwiſe happened, 
& T found myſelf in bed, with my cloaths on, and all 
* bloody. I had juſt ſtrength enough left to call for 
* aſſiſtance, which I fortunately got; and, as ſoon 
as my wound was dreſſed, fainted away: and how 
% long I lay in that ſtate of inſenſibility I know not: 
« but, when I came to myſelf, and enquired after 
« my l they were all flown: the lady 
* and Wilcox went one way, and Tipton, alone, 
«« went another. The latter ſaid, that having made 
me drunk for a frolic, they left me there, to ſee 
© how I ſhould Behave when I became ſober; and 

they would call for me in three or four days, I 
„ Penetrated into the myſtery of this behaviour at 
* once; and law, too late, my own folly. I was 
| A | = now 
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% now in a ſtrange country, deſerted by my villain- 
« ous companions z and, with very little money in 
«©. my pocket, expoſed to want and deſtruction. In 
„ theſe hours of diſtreſs and pain, all the iniquity 
«© of my paſt life came in review before me, I 


„ ſhuddered with horror at the ſight : no friend to 


« apply to for relief: for I had been the enemy of 
„ mankind, and was deſervedly ſhunned : no eye 
« wept for me, no heart pitied me: my crimes had 
£© baniſhed compaſſion far away, and I only experi- 
% enced a part of that miſery I had been inſtrumen- 
tal in bringing on others. Theſe uneaſy reflections 
«© of a mind laden with fin retarded my cure; and 
* my money. being gradually expended, I was re- 
« duced to the greateſt want, and had expired miſe- 
« rably, if this gentleman had not humanely and 
* generouſly relieved and aſſiſted me. I ſhall al- 
ways owe my life to him, and, more than that, 
my future and eternal happineſs. - My conduct 
„ ſhall be the reverſe of what it has been; and [ 
% hope my endeavours to reſtore to thoſe I have 


cc 


| © wronged what I ſo unjuſtly obtained, will expiate 


« ſome of my offences. I will earn my bread by the 


«© ſweat of my brows, and the labour of ar eee 
0 


, before I will return to thoſe paths I have 
4% ly quitted. _ 1 n ; 
2 You will do well,” ſaid Hillaſton ; “ but let 
© your repentance be ſincere, and you ſhall not want 
% a friend.“ 4 | ih 


hap Ply 


Not while I live,” added Rigby. The kind, 


40 the generous defence of my helpleſs Lydia deſerves 


* my oe and ſincereſt acknowledgments. But 


« yet I am wretched, for I am in doubt about ber 
* fate: I know not whether ſhe yet lives; or where 
«© ſheis if ſhe does. 75 


„ Really, fir,” faid Chapman, 10 T cannot tell: 


% but T believe that Wilcox would not attempt her 


lite and I imagine, by what I could learn from 
R „ 


% 
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© their converſation, that their deſign was to place 
her in ſome convent in France; but where I aut 
„totally ignorant. If my health or my circumſtan- 
ces would permit, I ſhould be glad to accompany. 
vou in ſearch of her, hoping that heaven might 
" give me an opportunity of reſtoring her to you, 
* . whom T was f6 inſtrumental in ſeducing 
1 5 SST 4; AD 
Both Rigby and Hillaſton gave him the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of- their friendſhip, and determination to 
ſerve him: and fearing leſt any farther diſcourſe 
might hurt him, they went away, recommending it 
to him to let nothing diſturb him, but get well as faſt 
as he could, that they might go in ſearch of Lydia 
as ſoon as poſſible, . _ n 
When the two friends. were alone, Rigby gave 
vent to the rage and grief which tore his breaſt, and 
which he was obliged to conceal before Chapman; 
Hillaſton endeavoured to calm his tranſports. | 


Shall I not be revenged; exclaimed the frantic 


lover: Shall I not infli&t puniſhment on that vil- 
lain who has blaſted my hopes, injuted my love, 


„and almoſt reduced me to deſpair : Shall I ever 
i forget the wrongs he has done thee, my beſt be- 
% loved Lydia?“ No. And if Heaven gives me 
*t life,” I will avenge”; thee. Think, Hillaſton, 
{© think of that hapleſs innocent in the hands df ſuch 
© rufhans I Is not the thought diſtractien? Chap⸗ 
* man, I will adore thee : thou ſavedſt my Lydia's 
« putfity from contamination: nor was her virgin 
ce Fogo late by brutal force. That, even that, 


4 js ſomè comfort to me: for I could only have out- 


% lived the puniſhment of ſuch villains, ere I de- 
* ſcended to the grave myſelf,” v 
HFillaſton ſoothed and Cadel him; and they de- 
termined ta gb in ſearch of her through that part of 

Frace which was neareſt to them! as ah concluded 
he could not have gone far in the time he was abſent 
8 "3 "I'S. from 
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from England ; but Chapman's weak ſtate delayed 
them, as they reſolved to take him along with 
them, © | eee | : 
In a week's time he was greatly recovered, and as 
they propoſed making ſhort and eaſy journeys; which 
the-nature of their enquiries obliged them to, was 
thought able to go along with them. During 
that week, Rigby was alway. with Chapman, 
making him repeat that part of his ſtory, where Ly- 
dia was moſt aggrieved, or when ſhe had mentioned 


| him. At the melancholy tale, his breaſt heaved 


with highs and his eyes poured forth bitter tears, 
e had recounted the treatment ſhe had met 
with from Wilcox and Tipton, and their infamous 


+ defigns againſt her honour, his heart ſwelled with 


rage: not able to contain himſelf, his anger led him 


— to form the heavieſt curſes on them. 


At length the hour came, that was to carry him 
in queſt of his faithful, his adorable Lydia : hope 


© was his companion, and love was his guide. But his 


heart began to deſpair, when, after three months 
ſpent in the moſt diligent enquiries at every convent 
in allthe towns he went through, he could receive no 
account of Lydia. The more fanguine kis hopes 
had been, the more dreadful and piercing was the 
diſappointment he met. His patience was almoſt 
worn out ; eſpecially as he imagined he was waſting 
time to very little purpoſe, when he might return to 
England, and wreft the ſecret of the place of her 
conhnement from Wilcox. With this deſign he ad- 


. Urefled bis aſſociates. It is in vain for us, my 
„ good friends, to continue the ſearch. which, can 


e productive of nothing but diſappointment and 
* trouble. For my ſhare, I am determined to give 
# it over and return to England: and if Wilcox is 
% yet on earth, if Heaven has not called him to re- 
5 ceive the puniſhments due to his crimes, 1 will 


8 force him to tell me where Mis Bennet is immur- 
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ed. We have already waſted too much time, and 
« I with I had purſued this plan at firſt: perhaps, 
„ ere this, I ſhould have been informed of my fate, 


and not ſpent ſo many hours in a ſtate of anxious 
« uncertainty, worſe than death.“ . 
Chapman, who gained the eſteem both of Hillaſt- 
on and Rigby, by the many goed qualities he poſſeſſ- 
ed, and which they found in him every day, joined 
him in opinion, and Hillaſton was obliged to ſubmit. 
Inſtead of continuing their courſe, they directed it to- 
wards the ſea-coaſt of Normandy; as from thence 
was their ſhorteſt paſſage to England. The ſecond 
night after this determination, they lay at a ſmall 
town on the confines of Champagne. Before they 
had retired to reſt, they had employed themſelves in 
contriving in what manner to come at Wilcox. This 
was their chief and general converſation: it was the 
only idea that engaged the afflicted Rigby's imagina- 
tion; whilſt the hope and deſire of vengeance ſup- 
ported his ſpirits, and enabled him to endurehis woes. 
His friends retired to reſt: he ſat a while in his 
chamber, reading, before he went to bed, and then 
he could not ſleep. Indeed that kind ſoother of ſor- 
row had been long a ſtranger to him: He toſſed and 
tumbled about. But. he could not cloſe his eyes. 
Whilſt he lay thus tormented with a thoufand differ- 
ent thoughts, that all conſpired to increaſe his unea- . 
ſineſs, he was alarmed by a great noiſe. He ftarted+ 
up, and liſtened more attentively. He heard the cry 
of fire. I may be of ſervice to ſome of the unhap- 


«« py ſufferers,” ſaid he; throwing himſelf out of bed, 
and putting on his cloaths: though wretched my- 
ſelf, yet let me not forget the cauſe of humanity.” 
He called Hillaſton up, as he went by his room, 
and  hyrried to the ſcene of diſtreſs. It was in his 
neighbourhood : a convent was on fire, the flames 
” raged furiouſly, the gates were thrown open, and 
the ſacred ſanctuary of mY plety was now * 
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by ev*7y body who was willing to aſſiſt the affrigl- 
ted nuns. Ba | | 
Amongſt the foremoſt of thoſe who-ruſhed through _ 
the flames, was Rigby. He ran to that part where 
they burned with the preateſt fierceneſs. He was 
one of the foremoſt in the aſſiſtance of the diſtreſſed. 
Thus employed, he thought he heard his name calb- 
ed: tuch was the noiſe, ſuch the confuſion, that he 
could not diſtinguiſh it clearly: a Tecond time he 
heard it more ſhrilly than before: the voice was fa- 
miliar to him. He ſtarted, and gazed wildly about. 
He turned his eyes to à corner of the building, to- 
wards which the flames were rolling with great ra- 
pPidity, and perceived a female in diſtreſs. He held 
— dis arms out to-receive her. The height was but 
ſmall: ſhe flung herſelf down, and he caught her, 
Her veil fell off, ard he diſcovered the face of his 
Lydia. It is! it is her! it is my Lydia “' cried. 
the enraptured lover, preſſing her to his breaſt. But 
ſhe was lifeleſs; fear and joy had deprived her of 
ſpeech. Diſtracted with a thouſand tender paſſions, 
be knew not what to do. The firſt thing that ſug- 
- "geſted itfelf was, to carry her from the reach of the 
flames. He ſnatched her up, and ran with her into 
the garden. She recovered her ſenſes. - © It is my 
Rigby!“ ſaid the : the fight of him was more than 
ſhe could bear, and ſhe cloſed her eyes again. 
I The terrified Rigby thought ſhe was gone for ever, 
His trembling arms could no longer ſupport her, and 
de would have dropped hei on the ground, if Hillaſ- 


tdion, who purfued his friend's ſteps had not come at 


that moment to his relief. I have her, Hillafton !“ 

aid he, breathleſs with fear at the ſight of her in 

that condition. I have her again! but ſhe is dead: 

1 ſhe is loſt to me. Take her, I beſeech you, I am 
* incapable of fupporting her any longer.“ 

- Hillaſton received the exanimated maid, whilſt - 
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Rigby watched her return to life, with looks of inex- 
preſſible love and anxious ſear. At length ſhe re- 
covered herſelf, and convinced of che reality of het 
Righy's preſence, gave a looſe to her joy. | 


ſnatched her to his panting breaſt: a thouſand k 


- 
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kiſſes did he imprint on her lips. He knew not what 
he did.; his brain was almoſt turned, by the Wptu- 
rous reverſe of fortune he experienced, in finding all 
he held dear, ſo unexpectedly again. 
Nor was the: leſs affected. Hillaſton did not be- 
hold their mutual joy unmoved: he led them to- 
wards the inn, yet doubting of the exiſtence of each _ 
other, and ſcarcely. believing their happineſs to be 
Neal ee ne | ap 
Wich ſome difficulty. was ſhe taken through the 
fire, and conducted towards their lodgings. Still ex- 
ceſſively agitated and terrified at what was paſt, her 
trembling limbs could ſcarcely ſuſtain her; her ſpi- 
rits were all alarmed, and ſhe hardly could be faid ta 
enjoy her reaſon: , |. | 


= 3 ” 


„ Oh! Mr. Rigby,”  faid ſhe, © how came you : 
«©: here ! by what lucky chance have I found you at 
« laſt? Ah, I have ſuffered a great deal fince I ſaw 
you. Why would you leave: me, ſince you were my 
_ of anhrdmand Þ7: us a | : 
The tears following theſe words, uttered in the 
moſt plaintive voice, piereed Rigby to the heart. 
A will never leave you more, my adorable Ly- 
% dia,“ replied he; no pawer ſhall ever ſeparate 
% us, have been long ſeeking thee; my love, and 
% Heaven be praiſed, I have found thee at laſt,” ,, 
By this time they reached the inn. The firſt ob- 
je that ſtruck ber eyes, was Chapman, fighting with ' 
- another man The moment ſhe ſaw them, ſhe gare 
© a.tlopdt Greamy; andsfainted. away. again in Rigby's | 
- args, Who removed. her fromm the ſceng of confulion, | 


e een 
EHillaſton ran to this combatants, © 
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Dies chou treacherous villain,” ſaid Chapmas; 

gs a longe at his antagoniſt : 'he could not er. 
ry the thruft, and it bronght him to the earth. 
That is the ſcoundrel,“ ſaid he, that ſtabbed 
1 me, when he had intoxicated me with wine; and 
« ified me with medicines : the hour of venge- 


205 is at laſt come, and I have fairly rewarded 
« is viltainy.“ 


FHillaſton raiſed the wretched man, and procured 
ſome help for him. He acknowledged before: all 
the people whom the rencontre had drawn about 
them, that he received his death juſtly from Chay- 
man's hands, in reward of his Teachery. 

On being aſked by Hillaſton, what brought 
him there? he replied, © to ſeek for Miſs Benner, 
and chance W had conducted him. 

« After Wilcox and 1,” ſaid he, had ſettled 
the plan of Chapman's deſtruction, which ] endea- 
4 -youred to put in execution, by ſtabbing him when 
«« incapable of helping himſelf, I thought he would 
% bleed to death, and giving notice to Wilcox of 
« What had happ ened, Oe. the beſt of my way to 
% 'Dunkirk, where I met a ſhip . going to: fail, 
. and landed ſafely in England. | 

„Wilcox was not long after me, but whe we 
"<< met, refuſed to tell me where he had: placed Lydia. 
« This was arguing a diſtruſt of me, that inſpired 
«© me with a defire of revenge. I had heard him 
«Eaſually ' ſay, when be firſt arrived, chat he had 
% come trait to Havre, from the town. where he 
had placed Miſs Bennet.“ | 
I reſolvedto try and and ber out; 428 if Leould 
"ae prevail on her to marry me, to releaſe Ber, and 
"© then call Wilcox to an account for the miſmanage- 
, ment of her fortune, and the injuries he had done 
„ to her.“ Beſides Her" pefſonal . he. 
. was a prize worth lcoking ing aſter 3 | 
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* would ſerve to clear me in the world, with which 
« ] was very much embarraſſed, 


« could not by any means ſift out from Wil- 


cox, the place of her confinement : he ever elud- 


% ed my enquiries. With ſome difficulty I raiſed as 
% much money as would bear my expences 
* have been a fortnight. in France. It is notſhany 
4 hours fince I arrived here, and here I meet m 
« death: I thought it was near at hand, *wherwlI 
« ſaw the appearance of Chapman, whom I ſuppoſ- 
&« ed to be no more; and I confeſs I deſerve it.” 
Let me have your forgiveneſs before you die,” 
«« faid Chapman: badly as you have treated me, 
«T am ſorry to have been the inſtrument of your 
« death, and conſidering the life you have lived, la- 
«« ment my being concerned in plunging you into 


eternity.“ | 


2 I forgive you,” replied the dying man, ( very 


A heartily, and may Heaven be as merciful to me: 


4 of life is ended.“ LES 
His laſt breath accompanied theſe words, and he 


„Chapman, I am going where my art and hypocriſy 


« will not avail me. How I have lived, I dread to 
„think; but do you amend your ways : every 
4% thing before me is dafkneſs, doubt and horror. 
Wretched is my ſtate, and miſerable do I die. I 
« dare not alk for mercy, who have never ſhewn 
„any; and how ſhall I pray to a God, whom I 
% have ever been at war with ? then I know my 
« fate, and eternal miſery muſt be my portion: yet 
do you pray for me—I can no more. This farce 


- 


cloſed his eyes, to open them no more. Hillaſton 
and Chapman trembled with horror at his dreadful 


exit. As he had himſelf cleared Chapman in French 
to his auditors, Hillaſton explained the reſt of his 


ſpeech to them, They ſhruged up their ſhoulders, 


| pitied the heretic, and called it an unfortunate en- 


- 


_ "Fomre. Rigby, with ſome aſſiſtance, had recalled, his 
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Lydia to life again. She looked about for ſome 

time, as if terrified at ſomething the ſaw. - 

% Are you ſtill here?” ſaid ſhe to Righy: Did | 

not 1 ſee two men fighting?“ ; 

Oe! bay did, my love.” 0 
h.1 fave me from them, for they are two > of 
bſe' that carried me away.” | 
Fear nothing, my deareſt; my * beſt Lydia : I 

know one of them.“ 
« Aye;, he was my friend; and they killed hm, 
| „I thought: but you do not know the es: Ni 

No: but I will directly ;“ ſaid he, going. 
Oh, do not yon leave me, do not you 11 2 

oh oa expire with fear if you-do.”. 0 
She held him as ſhe ſpake. 

A will not quit you for a moment.“ | faid + 
preſling her ome! hand to his lips and 
© deſifing a ſervant to ſend Mr. Hillaſton up to him, 
ſeated himſelf by his newly recovered © treaſure. 

Hillaſton's coumenance was expreſſive of the hor- 

rich ſcene he had juſt been a witnebs to: andy on his 

=» kriend's relating his Ey dias apprehenfions, be told | 

y him what had paſſed.” | 
| Chapman has robbed me of my e 3 
e but yet it was due to his hand yet, would, that 
I had met the villain! “? 
ou frighten me to death, Mr. Righy. .. 
% Mr. Chapman killed him 8 
He has, Madam“ | | 

Good God !—Let us haſten bs be nen 

% death: hall not be eaſy vill! quit his deteſted 
255 country.? * 

Rigby conſented to depart av ſobn us poſſible Z 

and requeſted the favour of Hillaſton, as mornin; ” 

" "PEE to fee in what manner they could: beſt get 

off. In his abſence the enthpcariedrRighrigwbld | A 

* "fort his heart before his miſtreſs, and from ber de 


* the moſt tender marks of reciproct! love, 
| | While : 


„ 


- 
- » 0 
* . * 


— 


i” 
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While they were thus mutually giving and receiv- 
ing pleaſure, Chapman ſent word to Rigby: by Hil- 
laſton, that, if it was permitted, he ſhould eſteem it 

a very great . happineſs to have an opportunity of 
aſking Miſs Bennet's pardon. She declared ſhe 
thould be very glad to ſee him, and acknowledge 
herſelf under the greateſt obligations to him. He 
came into the room, but ſhe could not prevent his 
throwing himſelf on his knees before her. 

« 4am aſhamed, Madam, to appear in your pre- 
« ſence, after having acted ſo baſe a part as I for- 

* merly did by you: but I hope—” KT 
Indeed, Sir, I cannot ſpeak to you while you 
remain in ſo improper a poſture. I have many 
«© thanks to return to you for your gallant . and 
* generous defence of me. Pray, Sir, riſe.“ 

e obeyed, . 

“ conſpired to deceive. you, Madam: and, 
„ when I was ſenſible of the crime I had commit- 
« ted, the leaſt I could do was to endeavour. to re- 
<< pair it as well as I was able. If you forgive me 
« I ſhall be bappy.” 55 N ; 

„Ido indeed, Sir; and, whenever it is in my 
« power, I will make you ſenſible of my gratitude..” 

„ Carriages are prepared,“ ſaid Hillaſton,  ** and 
e had better make the ſhorteſt way poſſible from 
* t'1s place.” ak | Yea: ia 

They agreed to his propoſal, and ſet off- immedi- 
ately, Hillaſton was not the leaſt happy of the com- 
pany : he longed to ſee his Hannah again, with 
whom he had regularly correſponded during his ab- 
ſence from her. They proceeded by the ſhorteſt 
road to Havre Rigby travelled with his beloved 

I Lydia in one carriage, and Chapman with Hillaſton 
in another. During the journey Rigby prevailed on 
"Lydia to relate to him the accidents that befell her 
ſince he left her. Though he was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with them, yet they had a greater effect 
n N e upon 


* 
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upon him when told by her. He kiſſed the tear 
from her cheek, which the remembrance of her miſ- 
fortunes cauſed, and often accompanied her. | 
I found myſelf ſecure,” faid ſhe, continuing 
her hiſtory, in the friendſhip. of Mr. Chapman; 
% and, from the generous. concern he ſhewed for 
„ me, was convinced that he would give me more 
«« effeQtual proofs of his ſincerity,” as ſoon as ever it 
„ was in his power. I faw he was afraid to ſpeak 
4 to me, leſt they ſhould fathom his intentions, and 
"6c prevent them. The ſecond night after our land- 
* ing we lay at a little town: Wilcox, Chapman, 
4 and the Captain, who was killed, ſitting up as 
«6 uſual, after I retired to lament my misfortunes, 
--£© and being thus torn away from my friends, in a 
« ſtrange country, and in the power of a man who 
« for aught I knew, intended to ſacrifice me for the 
% fake of my fortune. My reflections were really 


| _ » « diſmal. I ſpent the night in tears; and often did 


„ Þ wiſh for you, for 1 had no.other friend: the 


man who was neareſt allied in blood to me, ſeek- 


„ ing my deſtruction. By the firſt dawn of day, I 
46 heard him at my door, deſiring me to prepare 
„ myſelf to go along with him inſtantly, I had 
d not taken off my cloaths ſince I bad left England: 
% and I had ftarted P immediately. I found him 

% waiting for me, and a carriage ready: he would 


. not admit me to parley with him, but put me into 


e the chaiſe, and getting in after me, it drove 
% off at a furious rate. When I had a little reco- 


e vered myſelf, 1 aſked him why he treated me 
© 6: thus. $979; f £404: 


E d you not properly taken care of. 


To preſerve you from falling into the hangs of 
the man I deteſt,' ſaid he, and to ſecure,you an 
happy and ſafe retirement from the als of the 
world, Which ſo weak and unexperienced a girl as 
you are, would moſt undoubtedly ſuffer, were 


2 Good 


— 
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© Good God l what will become of me ! Where 

© is Mr. Chapman ?” | . 
le has paid the tribute of his folly, in taking 
* your part: Tipton has diſpatched him.” 

„I was ſtruck dumb with horror: I had every 
e thing to fear from the villainy of the man whom I 
„was then with: yet I cared not, and upbraided 
“ him in the bittereſt terms for his uſage of me: re- 
„ minded him of the obligations he was under to my 
* father, and conjured him to ſet me at liberty; a- 
« gain offering to. reſign him half my fortune.“ 

* That will not do,” faid he, when I can have it 
© all. Already your death is believed in England: 
© the newſpapers have publiſhed it; and there was a 
« young woman, who affumed your name, and perſo- 
© nated you, buried, and regiſtered properly. I have 


laid ſuch a train as cannot eafily be traced !? 


O heaven!” exclaimed I, what will my poor 
Rigby ſuffer!” | , 
52 Yrejoice in being the occaſion of his ſufferings : 
© Tenjoy his miſery : I believe he loved you, and the 
« greater his torment : he triumphed over me once, 
it is my turn now: TI hear his groans, I ſee his an- 
” guith, and deride them both!“ 26's 
was almoſt diſtracted at this treatment. 1 
* knew, by my own heart, what yours muſt feel, and 
« it gave a double load of woe to fupport. | 
« In three days travelling, almoſt without inter- 
% ruption, we came to the convent, where you ſo 
* happily found me. Wilcox had heard a character 
* of the abbeſs, and knew how to deal with her. 
« Her bigotry and avarice were at continual war 
* for a Ey and they governed her: both 
conſpiring to deprive her of humanity or pity. He 
* told her, that he was my eldeſt brother; that he 
«had been born of catholic parents, and educated in 
« the principles of that holy religion: that being in 
n land of heretics, I bad indicated an intention of 
5 T. quitt ing 


* 
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* quitting the faith of my fathers, and marrying, a 


e man who was a proteſtant, of mean family, and 


* who would force me to quit my religion; and 


« that, in order to ſecure me in the right way, he 


had at the peril of his life, brought me to her.” 


nf The laws of England, ſaid he, are very ſtrid 
againſt ſuch proceedings; but I'could not ſee her 


1 . going to ruin herſelf eternally, without doing my 


utmoſt endeavours to prevent her. Therefore 1 


c 
« 
0 
muſt commit her to your care, having heard the 
greateſt þ $687 2 your piety and virtue.“ 


cc 
cc 


hands, adding, that he would pay for me a double 
penſion, in order that Fish be uſed well; and 
advanced her two years before-hanc. 


« She. praiſed his conduct, and compared him to 
5f all the ſaints in her calendar. ; * 


„had got the better of the Cary rize this falſe 
*- tale had occaſioned, and interrupted her by telling 


- 


" into.thoſe horrid walls. | | 


« my ſtory. She would not hear me, and I walked 


2 


gone, as I heard, and then gave her inſtructions 


watchedby ſome of the nuns, who were her crea- 
tures : for there are as many parties and intrigues 
* Within the walls of a convent, as in a court. 

Thus deprived of every poſſible means of retur- 
ning to my native country and my friends, I paſſ- 
ed my wretched hours in affliction; but yet, I in- 
* dulged an hope, that you would not ſee me thus 
% abuſed, and would trace this -iniquitous affair to 
e the ſource. Alas! I could lend you no clue to 
help you to unra vel this myſtery. Iwas a wretch- 


ed priſoner, and had no proſpect of redreſs z;yet 
bea ven was kind and merciful to me: it inſpired | 
. | | : ” 5 ” | « 66 mo 


As he ſpoke, he put a ſum of money into her 


He remained with her for ſome time after I was 


ow to treat me: for upon no account was I per- 
**- mitted. to, have: pen or ink, and I was moſt ſtrictly 
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me with the hope of ſeeing you once more; and 
that ſupported my ſpirits, and enabled me to bear 
the inſults I met with every hour, from ſuperſtitious 
** zeal, and the hardſhips. | endured every day, by 

being obliged to conform to the rules of the houle. 
The greateſt conſolation I had was the company 
of one of the nuns, who was forced into the con- 
vent, contrary to her inclination, by her family: 
Her name was Beatrice, She was a lovely girl, 
“ ſcarce twenty. She uſsd to mix her tears with 
«- mine; and J returned the compliment, in lamen- 
de ting her confinement, and her) melancholy fate: 
„ but we could ſeldom indulge ourſelves in this 
&« delightful confidence; for the mother abbefs 
% placed ſpies over us, before whom we could not 
open our diſtreſſed hearts, or vent our complaints. 
« Thus did I paſs away my time, till that happy 


„ night that brought you to my relief, and I think 
% no more of my troubles.” 51 
gelo ved of my ſoul,” ſaid the enraptured youth, 
preſſing her to his panting breaſt, it thall be all my 
future endeavour to make you forget them, To 
£4 thee, and thee alone will I devote myſelf, and may 
e the bleſling of that beneficent God, who has ſo 
« wondroully led me with a mighty hand to relieve 
you, crown our days with peace and joy. * 
They arrived Yafe at Havre, and as Lydia had loſt 
every thing in the fire, ſhe was obliged to ſupply hers 
ſelf with neceſſaries there. Rigby. had offered his 
aſſiſtance to her, and when ſhe took the ſum ſhe . 
thought requiſite, told him, ſmiling, that he muſt be 
her banker then, and ſhe would endeavour to repay 
him ſome time or another, _ | 8 
That look of kindneſs, Lydia, is ſufficient to re- 
„ pay me, were it all I have in the world.“ 5 
Every day, every hour, did the happy couple de 
monſtrate their pure and virtuous affectionmore. fully, 
and become dearer, if poſſible, to each other. Marc 


In 
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With a proſperous and favourable gile did our joy- 


ful company leave France. They faw with pleaſure 


thecoaſt leſſening to their view, till they loſt it entire- 
ly. While they were on their paſſage, they had a 
conſultation in what manner to proceed ; Hillaſton 
offered it as-his opinion, that the ſureſt way would be 
for Rigby to give himſelf a lawful claim, by marrying 
Miſs Bennet, to call Wilcox to an account; and that 
the ceremony ſhould be performed as ſoon as it con- 
veniently could, after they landed; and that he, at 
the ſame time, had deſignedto make Hannah Wilkins 
his wife. Rigby replied, that be would leave it to him: 
but that he himſelf had not yet ſpoke to Miſs Bennet, 
to know if it would be agreeable to her to proceed in 
ſo haſty a manner: At that moment he felt ſome 
uneaſy ſenſations in his own boſom; that had been 
drown'd before in the flood of joy that overwhelmed 
him: It was very true that he had every thing to 
hope from the affection which Miſs Bennet had for 
him; but the great inequality between them, in 
point of fortune, hurt him; His generous heart 
would have been much bettet pleaſed to have con- 


ferred wealth on her. The world alſo would impute 


to intereſted motives, what ſprang from pure affecti- 
on, — he wiſhed to be able to prove his love to Lydia 
by ſome other means than profeſſion, He went 
down to her tothe cabbin, and informed her what 
his friend had been propoſing. © Bui how, Lydia,” 
added he, can I pretend to ſolicit you to wed me? 
«© I who am not by any means poſſeſſed of an inde- 
«© pendance—My aunt may take a diſlike to me: 
* the is old and capricious, and may not perhaps 
remember me.” apa; each 

What have I done to you, Mr. Rigby,“ ſaid 
4 ſhe, interrupting him, that you will not permit 


«© me tooblige you? Without your partaking it, my 


fortune would not afford me pleaſure — ſure you 
. x * Fa 3 "wn Won 
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« won't refuſe this hand —" and ſhe ſtretch'd it out 
to him : 

« No, that I would not,” faid he, folding it in 
both his hands, though death was to be the con- 
« ſequence of my accepting it.— Thou kind, 

thou generous girl, how ſhall I ever make thee a- 
«© mends for this goodneſs ?” . 

„ will be contented,” faid ſhe, © if you will only 
« continue to love me.“ 

Muy future life ſhall convince you of the ſinceri- 
«© ty and extent of my paſſion.” 

They had a quick and good paſſage : and great 
was Lydia's joy when ſhe landed in England again. 
She required ſome repoſe after the fatigues ſhe had 

. undergone ; and Rigby propoſed that the ſhould ſtay 
for a day or two at Southampton, where they lan- 
« ded, to refreth herſelf. In the mean time Hillaſton 
x and Chapman went up to London, where they hired 
a large hoyſe, ready furniſhed, and immediately 
wrote to his mother and ſiſter to come up to him, 
acquainting them of his approaching nuptials. He 
alſo wrote to Wilkins and his wife entreating them to 
bring their daughter with them, and informing them 
of the reaſon of this requeſt ; deſiring, at the ſame 
time, to know if Wilcox was in that part of the coun- 
try ; and, above all things, to keep their arrival a 
profound ſecret. In the limited time Rigby and Ly- 
dia followed. him, and found every thing prepared 
for their reception. The next day Mrs. and Miſs 
Hillaſton arrived, to whom Miſs Bennet was introdu- 
ced; and the intended change in her circumſtances, 
when communicated to them, did not fail to crimſon 
over her cheeks with a bluſh. Lydia, bappy in their 
acquaintance, requeſted their aſſiſtance to procure 
thoſe things which ſhe wanted, as ſhe could not ſend 
down tothe country for her cloaths, or what ſhe might 
have occaſion for. While they were about ſetthng 
the important buſineſs of dreſs, an expres arrived 
from Farmer Wilkins, Incloſed to Hillaſto 


n, came 


a packet 
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a-packet directed to Rigby; but he was from home, a 
Hillaſton found, by the Farmer's letter, that they 
ſhould be up within a week, and that Wilcox was 
then in the country, and had been guilty of many acts 
0 of oppreſſion towards his tenants; and that many 
I whiſpers had been circulated about on account of a 
his couſin's ſudden death; but that nobody dared * 
ſſpeak openly. | | | 
The Ladies returned before Rigby: and he com- "8 
municated to them the intelligence he received, 
7 Lydia turned pale when ſhe heard Wilcox's name 
mentioned, for ſhe had not, even at that moment, 
overcome her fears of him. . 
When Rigby came home, Hillaſton put the packet 
into his hands, the ſeals of which he broke with a 
palpitating heart. Lydia watched his countenance 
> as he read, and ſaw his blood mount into his cheeks, 
3 and his eyes ſparkled with joy. | 
„have now, Miſs Bennet,“ ſaid he, © ſome oppor- 
4% tunity of, in part, returning the obligations I am 
« under to you. But, nevertheleſs, they mall not 
< | be forgotten by me.“ 638 
He put the letter ingg her hands, which, at his 
deſire, the read aloud, It was from the gentleman 
whom his aunt, lately deceaſed, had made joint 
executor of her will along with him, and who in- 
formed him that her eſtate, after the.legacies which 
me had bequeathed to ſome others were paid, would 
— amount to above forty thouſand ; but that this ſum 
was left him upon condition that he ſhould aſſume 
. the name of Kingſley. The whole company con- 
gratulated him on his acceſſion to his fortune, ex- 
_ rept Miſs Bennet. 8 | | 
„ Ah,“ ſaid ſhe, (I find that fortune is determin- 
« ed that you ſhanꝰ't be obliged to me. I can't help 
4c it.“ 8 3 N * ö 
Charming Lydia, ſaid he, taking her hand 
krreſpectfully, the preſent you have already made 
„ f ; 4 1 — . - E * me 


| 
— ö 
nr a. | 


<< me of your heart, is a greater obligation than ever 1 
« T can repay — but will you think as well of King- ä 
& ley as you have done of Rigby?“ ei | 
L am ſo ufed to the former name, thatT ſhall | | 
* haye but little regard for the other. —T ſhall never | 
„ Jke it, though it has beſtowed ſuch a fortune up- <P 
„ on you.” : $5 0b | 
I his produced a ſmile from the company, who | 
partock of their happineſs. J ; _ | 
The next day the Wilkins's arrived, and the en- 
amoured Hillaſton preſented his future bride to his 
mother and ſiſter. The innocence, the modeſty and 
beauty of the bluſhing Hannah, gained all their af- 
ſections. So great was the love which the gogg aN 
Lady had for her fon, that ſhe was happy bye | 
him ſo. Lydia was particularly fond of her np... 
the many commendations ſhe heard Kinzfley*gave.” 


gave 
her. Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins were over at 
the proſpect of their daughter's happineſs, and 
the lucky change that had been in Rigby's affairs 
ſince they ſaw him. When he told the Farmer, 
that he muſt not call him Rigby any more, he 
+ replied that he could call him nothing elſe, though 
he was to get an eſtate by it. As all the neceſſary 
parties were then preſent, Hillaſton-propoſed that 
their happineſs ſhould be delayed no longer than 
the next day. The old people joined him in opinion, 
and they overrnled the objections that the girls 
| yet had. In the evening they procured licences. 
| Hillafton told Wilkins that he had ſome buſineſs at 
a lawyer's chambers in the Temple, as they went by 


i it, and defired the favour of him to ſtep in along 

—_ with them as he had occaſion both for Mr. King 
4 ſley and him to witneſs a deed, The truth of it was, 
. that he had made a ſettlement of three hundred 


pounds a year on Hannah Wilkins, if ſhe ſhould 
ſurvive him, of whichihe and Kingſley were truſtees. 
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The farmer ſcarcely could find words to thank 


him, for this unexpected generous action. All he 


required of hiu was to conceal it, he ſaid, *till after 
the ceremony was over. The next day, the happieſt 
_ thatever roſe on the enamoured enn 
hands of Kingfley with his adorable Lydia, and Hil- 
lafton with the lovely Hannah. Ts n 
Wilkins gave his daughter away: and Kingſley re- 
ceived from the hands of his friend, the molt precious 
gift that heaven could beſtow. | 
Mr. Wilkins and his wife, and Mrs. Hillaſton could 
not reſtrain the tear of, joy that trickled down their 
. Cheeks, when they pronounced the parental bleſſing 
on their happy children—All was joy, all was rapture; 
nor was Chapman, who had been the happy inſtru- 
ment of their preſent felicity, forgotten on the occa- 
fion. Mrs. Kingſley preſented him with a valuable 
diamond ring from her own finger; and Kingſley, 
taking him ale, aſſured him, as ſoon as ever his af- 
fairs were ſettled, as he yet wanted him to be con- 
fronted with Wilcox, that he would take care of his 
. eſtabliſhment in life. Chapman thoroughly aſhamed 
of his paſt conduct, and incited, by the virtuous ex- 
amples that he ſaw before him, to follow their ſteps, 
' was entirely reformed, and truly abhorred his former 
way of life. WE | 
This day ſo replete with joy, was temper'd with a 
decent feſtivity, and crown'd with a rapturous night, 
which gave to the longing arms of the two bride- 


grooms, the poſſeſſion of all thoſe wiſhes, which vir- 


tuous love can form, Nor were the brides leſs hap- 
py in their hufbands, whoſe affections they could not 
entertain a doubt of, and in whom their future felici- 
ty was all centered, : 

In a week's time Wilkins and his wife went home, 
and the new-married pairs prepared to follow them 
within a few days. Mrs. Hillaſton and her daughter 


alſo went home to prepare for the reception of her 


| | dau ghter- 


_— 


» 
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diuphter:inclaw, whoſe modeſt and affectionate be- 
haviour greatly endeared her to them both, ! 
Within the appointed time; Mr. and Mrs. Kingſley, 
and Mr, and Mrs. Hillaſton, accompanied by Chap. 
man, went down to farmer Wilkins's. The next 
day Hillaſton, attended by Chapman, rode over to 
the late Mr. Bennet's houſe, where Wilcox now reſi- 
ded, it being the manſion-houſe of the eſtate, ' and 
more commodious than his own. He defired Chap- 
man to remain at ſome little diſtance out of lights 
though within call, and to be ready to appear When. 
ſummon'd. ' He went to the houſe, accompanied by 
his ſervant; and Mr. Wilcox ſoon waited on him in 
the memorable parlour which had been formerly al- 
ſo the ſcene of his diſgrace, He ſtarted at the fight 
| of Hillaſton, whom he well remembered again. Ho- 
ever, he endeavoured to conceal his confuſion, and 
defired his viſitor _ politely to fit down. {; 2 
Fir,“ ſaid Hillaſton, as he ſeated himſelf, << T. 
come on Foz ala ou from Mr. and Mrs. , 
« Kingſley, who deſire to know by what authority 
«© you enjoy this eſtate, and to recommend it to vou 
. 4c to eyacuate this houſe as ſoon as poſſible, and alſo 
4c to prepare an account of the receipts of rent and 
% money during the time you have been in poſſeſſion 
« 2.” 3 3 
Really, Sir, this is a very extraordinary meſſage, 
“ and delivered in as ſtrange a manner Kingſley 
„ Kingfley—T know no ſuch perſons, Sir, and there- 
“ fore Lal return them no anſwer. And 1 fall 
+ | © maintain the poſſeſſion of this houſe againſt every 
«perſon whe can pretend to have a claim to it,” 
« Then you have, no doubt, a very good right, 
« Sir: but, as Jam a meſſenger, an agent only in / 


a this matter, I cannot return without ſome account 
r to give them of the anſwer you ſhall . 
er 5 — 2 wah 44 19 90 
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I ſhallmake none other nal have already done, 
ut p * who is this Mr. Kingſley that has em- 
2 ployed you on this ſleeveleſs errand?” _. 
. He isa young gentleman whom you have "Ry | 
4 e mherly -known well, Sir. His name was Thomas 
* Ri 72 : he has now changed it for a very conſider- 
« able eſtate, which was left him on that condition, 
and his. wife is nearly related to you, Sir: ber 
« name was Lydia Wet whoſe father: was your 
* uncle. of 
„ That. Must be a falſehood. Sir: my 8 bas 
4. been dead four months and upwards. ! ow her bu- 
« * Tied; I was with.her when the died. As her heir 
* [inherit this eſtate.” , 
% This is ſomething odd, indeed. 1 thought 1 
4 could have ſworn to Miſs Bennet.“ 
Pray, Sir, did not you once make a diſturbance 
at my houſe in town ?—And-about her death too, 
„ if I don't miſtake. ?” _ 
* 79 Qu « do not, Sir; Fon are right enough 3 I [ did 
5 Then I wonder at Jar preſumption. in appearin 8 
«before me again.. 
J would not ha ve done it, but in a gariicular 
ay * cauſe.” 75 
Then now, ir. beg you may retire,” 0 
* You. fly in a paſſion, Sir, and J want to talk this 
r matter oyer coolly with you. | 
80 extraordinar eg ed baniſh- 
80 es coolneſs: 1 mull repeat my deſire. “ | 
Upon my word, Sir, this haſte. will not contti⸗ ä 
4 pute to the ſetiling of matters. «oY you know one 
«© George ChapmanÞ* | 


"66 I do not,” | | i | 8 
1 Not know him ! that is had. * you know 
l . then? : 45 % a Wig 5 


Halt 3 


TOM RIGBY. tys l 
* Why theſe queſtions ? I ſhall anſwer none of 


% them.” 2 | 
« Tom,” ſaid Hillaſton, to his ſervant, who was 
in waiting, © defire the gentleman to ſtep hither : 
« you need be under no apprehenſions, Mr, Wilcox, 
„he is no ſtranger ” | 
Sir,“ ſaid Wilcox, riſing from his chair, I do 
** not underſtand this treatment. Nothing but your 
* being under my roof, ſhould have protected you ſg | 
long. ' Retire then, Sir, before Jam obliged to 1 
* yiolate'the laws of hoſpitality.” | 
© Wretched man! in a few minutes your preſent 
“ importance will vaniſh, it will be no more heard | 
* of. Thy infatuation leads thee: to the brink of a 
«« precipice, that but to look at,” would make reaſon 
« giddy. | | 14 
Thy arts are all found out, thy ſchemes all dif- | 
& coveted, thy myſterious behaviour all expoſed, and 
* made public. Puniſhment awaits thee : condign 
« exemplary puniſhment : know, that Miſs Bennet 
„% has been found; that ſhe is now married to the 
„ man you deteſt, and they are come to claim and 
4 aſſert their rights. What can you ſay to oppoſe 
„them ?” 1 5 
| | Every Gord of this ſpeech harrowed Wilcoxs ſoul 
with fear. It redoubled when Chapman entered 
the room and ſtood before him. Conſtjous guilt 
ſtruck him dumb. His hair roſe an end on his head, 
his eyes were juſt burſting from their ſockets, and his 
whole appearance indicated the extreme of terror 
and amazement. | 1 
«© You may look, Wilcox,” ſaid Chapman, but 
“ jt is really me who ſtand before you. The man 
« whom you thought was fallen a facrifice to your 
arts, and the villainy of your baſe aſſociate, now. . 7 
lives to proclaim aloud your crimes. That mid-. 
night treacherous aſſaſſin has already fallen by my | 
E band; and the pit which he dug for me, has re- 
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« ceived him. The hour of your diſgrace and ſhame 
i« is not far off, and I ſhall be revenged on you, for 
£* adding to the crimes that have polluted my ſoul.” . 
Wilcox threw himſelf into a chair, and remained 
nt for a little time; his hand covered his face, and 
e ſat as if ſtruck with thunder. He was rouſed 
from this ſtate of inſenſibility, by Hillaſton's aſking 
him what he intended to do. 
„ Iknow what I have to do, very well,” replied 
he, fiercely. ** Your contrivance will have no ef- 
« fe&t upon me. I ſhall maintain the right I am 
66 he page of, whilſt I have life: and as for your 
„ having my couſin Lydia Bennet, it is an abſolute 
« falſehood, which I ſhall treat as ſuch, till I ſee her 
«© myſelf.” ?“ 15 285 
That you ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied in,” ſaid Hillaſ- 
ton. Expect to ſee the lawful miſtreſs of this 
«*. houſe in a few hours.“. f By 
He and Chapman left the place-direQly, and rode 
to Wilkins's as faſt as they could, and related the 
xeception they had met with. Upon which it was 
judged adviſeable for Mr. and Mrs. Kingſley to go 
Over to him. . ! , 1 
I bis ſhe at firſt objected very ſtrongly to, but was 
at laſt perſuaded to comply with, for th&could not 
get rid of thoſe terrors which the ſight of bim would 
create, and even the mention of him occaſioned. 
. Some hours elapfed, and it was the afternoon before 
the party arrived at Mr. Wilcox's, They entered 
 - the area before the houſe, without ſeeing any body: 
_ "their own ſervants opened the coach door, and Hil- 
" Jafton and Chapman entered the houſe, for Mrs. 
. , Kingſley would not quit her huſband, without meet- 
Ang oven a ſervant. ä | 


— 


" 


They applied themſelves to a bell which they ſaw, 
anda man at laſt appeared, bearing the moſt evi- 
"deat marks of confuſion and fear in his countenance, 

SEE 5 ot nl 31 Where 


T OM * 1 5 u. 197 
95 


* „Where is Mr. Wilcox?“ 
He is dead.” -. - 
© 4 Dead | ſaid the aſtoniſhed Hillaſton.” 

“Les, he killed himſelf, Sir,” ſaid the fellow, his 
teeth chattering with fear. 

Oh, God, have mercy on him. Where is bis 
wife ?“ 

she is in fits above ſtairs.” . 

Hillaſton ran out to acquaint Mrs. and Mr. King- 
ſley with this dreadful accident. She was obliged 
to be ſupported into the houſe, ſo much was the af- 
fected. After ſhe was a little recovered, ſhe propoſ- 
ed ſeeing Mrs. Wilcox, whom ſhe truly loved, and 
taking her away from this ſcene of diſtreſs. 

A ſervant was ſent to her, who informed her of 
Lydia's arrival, and deſire to ſee her. She begged 
— to come to her. Lydia went inſtantly and flew 

to her afflifted friend. They remained ſpeechleſs 

in each others -arms for ſome minutes, before their 
tears eaſed their over-burthened hearts, and gave 
their words utterance. _ 

Whilſt they were thus rep Hillaſton and 

Chapman were conducted to the room where the 
er, Wilcox yet lay: his countenance was the 
picture of deſpair; the fatal piſtol lay by hisſide, and 
bis blood ſtreamed along the floor. His ſhattered 
brains ſtained the oppoſite wall. They were ſtruck 
with horror at the aght, and both their boſoms were 
differently affected with it. 2 

© mould F have lain,” ſaid Hillafton, to him- 
ſelf, “ if my fatal purpoſe had been executed. 
% Thus ſhould I have expired the object of almigh- 
« ty vengeance, and in a ſtate of inemediahlo-mi- 
„ ſery. Thanks to God, who has given me an 
„opportunity to repent of my intentions.” M3 4 
Thus ſhould I have been ſerved, had I met my 
« deferts, ” ' ſaid the \ * Chapman, aloud. 
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“Thy death, unhappy man, ſhall be of ſervice to 
me. Thuy preſent appearance ſhall never quit my 
*« ſight, nor thy idea my remembrance. - | 
Iwill ſupplicate Heaven to forgive my offences, | 

% and pardon thoſe crimes which have brought 
* thes to this dreadful end. Let us go, Sir, from ; 
„this ſcene of blood. My heart dies within me.“ p 

Hillaſton, caſting his eyes about, perceived a let- 
ter lying on the table before him, and on a cloſe 
inſpection, found ir was direct ed to Rigby. He took ä 
it in his hand and left the room, attended by Chap- 4 
man, whoſe countenance was changed to a deadly ; 
pale. He found Kingſley walking backward and 1 
forward in the parlour, in a very uneaſy ftate of | 
mind. Hillaſton defcribed Wilcox's fituation to his / 
friend, and then delivered him the letter. He broke a 
% open with a trembling hand, and read theſe words | 
aloud. . * 0 + | 
Wonder not that.] cannot ſee the face of thoſe 

„ whomT have ſo much injured, or bear thoſe re- 

„ proaches and that ſhame] have fo much deſerv- 
e ed. My own band ſhall revenge you, and I die 
the victim of my own guilt; but puniſh not my 
„ helplefs children or my innocent wife, for my | 
* ſake, they hive not offended. The world ſays 
you are-generous : 1 will put it to the proof, for 
ee them to your care. Farewel—there is | 
e nobearing theſtings of conſcious guilt, and yet | 


we.” 52 | _ | 
will,“ faid Kingſley, *© take care of your chil-- f 
s dren and your wife, unhappy man. In mer if 


Heaven prolon gs my life, they ſhall find a father 
and protector.“ | ; | "re as 

Mrs. Kingſley happily prevailed on her couſin to 

quit that ſcene of woe; and ſhe took her in her 

coach to farmer Wilkins's. Chapman-at-his own 

_ *defire was left behind, and-took care of the funeral, 


which was as private as poſſible. | 
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- The friendſhip and generous aſſurances of King- . 
fley, helped to dry up Mrs. Wilcox's tears, Ina; _ 
ſhort time they placed her in her own houſe, ane 


made n proxiiog for her and the children 
Mr. Kingſley offered to Chapman his choice of a 
commiſſion or a farm, which he had then vacant on 
his eſtate, ” | | 
Chapman choſe the latter: for he ſaid, “ he could 
% not truſt himſelf in the world again, and the re- 
% mainder of his life would but barely atone for his 
„ paſt offences.” 7K 8 
His conduct was ſo blameleſs, that Hillaſton had 
no objeCtion to give him his ſiſter, who took a great 
liking to him. Captain Coates had renewed his ad- 
- drefles to Maria Leeſon, and was well received ; their 
marriages were celebrated together, Mr. Leeſon, ” 
and Mr. Kingfley both attending at Mr, Hillaſton's, 
whoſe generoſity Mr. Kingſley returned, by ſettling 
five thouſand pounds on his eldeſt daughter. 
Kingſley had now attained the ſummit of earthly 
happineſs. Poſſeſſed of fortune, independance, and 
the woman he loved, he had no hing more to with 
for, than a continuance of that ſtate, which was. 
ſtill more endeared to him by the remembrance of 
paſt woes ; yet his heart was not elated with pride, 
nor did he forget he was a man. 
In continual acts of bene volence and humanity did 
he and his lovely wife exerciſe themſelves. The tear 
of diſtreſs was wiped away in their preſence, and po- 
verty never went unrelieved from their gate. Mr. 
Kingſley never would enter into the buſy world, and 
ſeveral times refuſed the offer 'of a neighbouring 
borough : he accepted of the commiſſion of the 
peace indeed, for the good of the people about him: 
the happineſs of his tenants and of mankind in ge- 
neral, was his ſtudy and delight, 23 
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This amiable couple beheld wich joy their virtues, 


reflected, in the ſmiling offspring which Heaven 
ye them, to crown their pure and conftant- loves. 
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